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Stan Pile & Jude Howe
It’s not only David Hockney who has chosen to 

live and work on the East Coast of Yorkshire, 
where the skies are vast, the air is fresh and the 
light is clear. Those same qualities of nature 

lured Stan Pile and Jude Howe from their base in the 
North West to their new home and workplace in a 
tiny village just a few miles south of Bridlington. 
There they each have a workshop in their secluded 
garden, which also presents the perfect showcase 
for their work.

“We love this area for the quality of light, clean air 
and ever changing weather patterns,” says Jude, 
who is currently focussing her creative talents on 
working with kiln formed glass, although she also 
has a whole range of ceramic pieces that she 
continues to develop and add to.

In recent years, looking for a change in lifestyle, 
Stan and Jude successfully completed courses in B.A. 
(Hons) Visual Arts and HND Art and Design, 
respectively. “In 2007, after leaving college, we founded 
Water Street Gallery in Todmorden,” they explain, 
“primarily to have an outlet for our own work.

“We enjoyed meeting people and talking about 
our work at the Gallery,” they recall, “but, probably 

in common with most 
artists, were much 

happier immersed in our own 
studio practice. So in 2011 we moved 

to the East Riding of Yorkshire, living for 
a year in our chalet on the cliff tops, until 

conditions were right for us to buy a 
‘proper’ house, one that wasn’t going to end 

up in the North Sea eventually - well, not in 
our lifetime anyway!”

Nature provides inspiration for 
both Jude and Stan. “Exhilarating 

coastal walks inspire our work,” 
they agree. “Often we are 
drawn to the same stimuli, 
pointing out the same tiny 

plant or clump of grasses simultaneously, 
generating discussion which may lead on to us 
informing each other’s work or culminating in a 

collaborative joint piece. Sometimes the same 
stimuli will lead to very different interpretations.”
“Sculptural form is at the heart of our practice, 

along with a fascination for materials and 
processes,” continues Jude, who seems to revel in 
the challenge of experimenting with the materials 
she works with. “We are not production artists and 

our work doesn’t fi t neatly into a specifi c category. 
We are driven to explore the properties of materials, 
experiment, stretch limits and think outside the box.” 

Jude was a primary school teacher for twenty 
years before making that life changing decision to 
become a maker. “I loved teaching,” she says, “and  
I enjoyed channelling my own creativity through the 
children. But having moved on, I love what I’m 
doing now, having creative time for myself and the 
opportunity to develop my work. I really fi nd it 
exciting to make a piece that then often sparks an 
idea for something different and new.”

Stan, who is apprentice trained, has worked with 
steel since leaving school and continues to use his 
skills in commercial work alongside making his 
garden sculptures, which have echoes of the plants 
that grow in the surrounding countryside. 

Sometimes he and Jude will collaborate, 
exchanging ideas, combining different materials and 
techniques, or producing separate component parts 
for a fi nished piece. “I’m lucky that Stan works in 
steel,” says Jude as she proudly introduces me to her 
brand new kiln. “It means that he’s able to make 
formers for my slumped glass.” She’s clearly 
enjoying the prospect of being able to make larger 
work in this bigger kiln, perhaps combining several 
different pieces to create a larger sculpture. 

The materials Stan and Jude most frequently use 
- ceramic, glass and steel - complement each other 
in their work, as Jude explains. “All have a range of 
different tactile qualities, all are materials which are 
changed by heat. Glass and steel may both be 
perceived as sharp and dangerous, both can cut 
you, but both can be worked to produce smooth, 
delicate objects of beauty. Both are highly refl ective, 
as are glazed ceramics. Stainless steel pieces can 
sway gently in the wind in the outdoor environment, 
the location of choice.”

And it is in that “location of choice”, their newly 
designed garden, which looks out across the fi elds 
towards the North Sea and the endless sky, that they 
talk to me about the ethos of their work, the 
sentiment behind what they create.

“We try to approach our work according to the 
concept of the ‘beginners mind’; when you don’t 
know the supposed limits of a practice or material, 
for example as a student, you are compelled to 
explore possibilities, often with innovative results. 
Once you have gained some knowledge, it can be 
hard to get back to that state of unknowing. It can 

be diffi cult to step back from your accumulated 
wisdom and take a fresh approach.”

Whatever their philosophy and motivation, they 
both agree that they simply “want to make” and 
appear to be having the time of their lives doing    
just that!

E: mail@stanpileandjudehowe.co.uk
www.stanpileandjudehowe.co.uk

See Stan and Jude’s work at:
Creation Fine Arts, 7-9 North Bar Within, 
Beverley HU17 8AP.
28 July: Skipsea Open Gardens YO25 8TJ 
14/15 & 21/22 September East Riding Open Studios 
www.eastyorkshireopenstudios.co.uk

by Angie Boyer

Stan Pile and Jude Howe 
are members of ERA, 
East Riding Artists, an 
artist led organisation 
which supports and 
encourages visual artists 
living and working in the 
East Riding of Yorkshire. 
www.east-riding-artists.org

Garden Sculptures in Glass, Ceramic and Steel


