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On the 24th of May 2014, the Timorese
community in Brisbane commemorated the 12th
anniversary of our country’s independence. This
special occasion was attended by the members
of Timorese community spread throughout
Brisbane, Sunshine coast and Gold coast,
members of Timorese students associations as
well as our fellow Australian colleagues who
have known and have worked with Timorese
people in various fields. Our other guest include
staff from St Joseph Gregory terrace high
school,

some

of

the

students

from

the

concerned school and their parents who have
involved actively with Timor Terrace network
project. It was a good turnout this year and we
do really appreciate your presence mates.

This year and for the second time, our
independence day event was held at St
Joseph Gregory terrace high school spring
hill. Thanks to Terrace high school for their
ongoing
generosity,

assistance
especially

and
to

continued
Mr.

Robert

Johnson and colleagues for having provided
us to use venue for this special occasion.
The provision of the venue has helped us a

Nunc cursus magna quis

lot both in organising as well as realising the
event

this year. We look forward

to

strengthen our friendship and work in the
future.
The commemoration of the independence was
opened with a mass conducted by both father Gerry
Hefferan and father Walley Dethlefs. This was
accompanied with our choir group composed of
fellow students as well as our community members.
In his homily, father Gerry continued to remind
everyone to acknowledge our fallen heroes for their
enormous effort that lead us in achieving such
freedom. In addition to that, Juliao Dos Reis who
delivered his reflection for this year’s celebration
emphasised the importance of all Timorese people
to work collaboratively in order to improve the lives
of our people through education. Thanks to maun
Juliao for sharing your wonderful experiences and
insights.
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Following the mass, as a customary practice, everyone was invited to share meals
together in the hall. Prior to sharing meals, members of Queensland ET students
association presented our national anthem ’ Patria’ as a way of remembering our
people’s struggles toward the independence we all now experience. As usual, at
the end of meals, it was then followed by some traditional dances which was
accompanied by our traditional music and songs from Justo da Costa and his
group. Their amazing voices and songs have made the event very interesting,
engaging and uplifting. Indeed the traditional dance ‘tebe-tebe’ has always been
the most exciting bit for this occasion. Its great to see our guests and members of
the community joined the dance and they seem to have really enjoyed it.
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Finally,

East

center

would

opportunity

Timorese
like

to

to

express

community
take
our

this
deep

appreciation to all our friends and
families who have been sacrificing their
time and effort in organizing another
wonderful

Independence

Day

celebration. Our sincere appreciation
goes to all the ladies and their families
who have been very generous in
supplying delicious Timorese food and
dessert for everyone to share. Another special thanks to Sister Odete Moreira, FDCC,
for such a great job in coordinating with everyone.
In addition to that, ETCC would like to further express its appreciation to every single
members of our community group for your wonderful effort and collaboration
contributing to a successful event. We would also like to thanks both maun Andy and
Jorge for having documented our event, the pictures look awesome. Last but not
least, thanks to every individual members of our community who have worked
tirelessly in setting up the venue as well as tidying it up at the end of the day. We look
forward to work alongside all of you again to share duties, to celebrate together
again soon and achieve another success for our upcoming event. It has been a
meaningful experience this year. Well done guys and God Bless you all :).

