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Remembering the Santa Cruz massacre, 25 years on
East

Timorese people in Queensland
commemorated the 25th anniversary of
the Santa Cruz massacre with a special
mass at St Joseph’s School, Spring Hill in
Brisbane on Saturday, November 12.
On November 12, 1991, hundreds of
young Timorese were slaughtered by
Indonesian soldiers in the Santa Cruz
cemetery in Dili, Timor-Leste.
These Timorese had attended a mass at the
Fr Wally gives his homily during the mass commemorating the 25 th anniversary
Motael church and then marched to the of the Santa Cruz massacre at St Joseph’s church, Spring Hill, on November 12.
cemetery to pay their respects to their
recently murdered colleague Sebastião Gomes.
According to the Chega! report from the Commission
for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation in TimorLeste, the Indonesian soldiers shot hundreds of
young people at the cemetery.
It’s estimated that 271 people were killed, with 250
listed as missing.
At St Joseph’s Church in Brisbane, the 11am mass
was chaired by Father Wally and accompanied by
two Timorese priests, Fr Fausto and Fr Augustinho.
ETCC chairman Mario Ricardo started proceedings
with a few words about the significance of the
occasion.
The mass was attended by ETCC members and
friends of the Timorese, including chairman of
Timor-Leste Companions from St William’s Church
of Grovely, Michael Stevens, and members of St
Stephen’s Young Adults Ministry (YAM).
In his speech during the mass, Fr Fausto said the
November 12 commemoration was a time for
Timorese to keep maintaining their unity.

M
Members of ETCC cut the cake.

Most of the songs during the service were in Tetum,
the national language of Timor-Leste.
After the mass, everyone had lunch together before
cutting a commemorative cake and lighting candles
as a symbol of respect for those who lost their lives
in the country’s struggle for independence from
Indonesia.
Timorese guitarist and talented singer Justo da Costa
“Zu”, together with some enthusiastic friends, sang a
lot of Timorese songs during the celebration.
A friendly basketball game at the St Joseph’s hall
ended the commemoration. (Mouzy/Jen)
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Timor Sea: Time to Draw the Line

Timorese in Queensland and friends at the screening of the new film on the Timor Sea. The event was
organised by Timor-Leste Companions and Timor Sea Justice Campaign at St William’s Church of
Grovely, Brisbane on Friday, November 18.
The film highlights the views of a diverse cross section of Australians on the vexed issue of maritime
boundaries between Australia and its newest and smallest neighbor, Timor-Leste.
‘“I would like to thank all those who attended the premiere for showing their friendship and support to
Timor-Leste once again,” said ETCC chairman Mario Ricardo.
“I would also like to thank our Timorese community, especially the students who are studying here in
Australia, who have made the effort to show their solidarity for this struggle.”

YAM’s Thanksgiving
Gala Dinner
L-R: Mouzy, Zu, Catholic Archbishop of
Brisbane Mark Coleridge, Nivio, Meno
and Gil during the Thanksgiving Gala
Dinner of St Stephen’s Young Adults
Ministry (YAM) at the cathedral in
Brisbane on Saturday, November 19.
The five Timorese were invited by
YAM to contribute singing for the
event.
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Committed to an even better event in future

Tania and Lita with their Timorese cuisine at the Darra Street Festival.
East Timor Community Centre has evaluated its participation in the recent Darra Street Festival, with
the general consensus being that it was a success because of great teamwork.
The ETCC participated in the multicultural event for the second year running, hosting a fundraising stall
selling Timorese-style food on Friday, October 14.
Chief organiser Sr Odete Morreira said members’ efforts, presence and ideas were very much
appreciated.
“It was a lot of effort to put it on,” she said.
“It was huge but we managed because of working together and it was a successful event.”
She singled out several members for special mention, including Tania and Joe Muller for their business
expertise and Lita Barreto, “the backbone for the food, preparation… almost everything”.
ETCC chairman Mario Ricardo said the team worked well together.
“Everyone is happy, everyone contributed for the enjoyment of everyone,” he said.
“It’s based on the strength of all of us that we can make things happen.”
As well as being a major fundraiser for ETCC, the stall was a way of raising awareness of the group and
Timor-Leste.
During the monthly meeting on Saturday, November 5 at Benarrawa CDA in Graceville, committee
members shared their ideas on making next year’s event, and other fundraising activities, even more
successful.
For example, Mana Tania suggested discounting food towards the end of the night, using different-sized
plates and cooking more on site to draw in customers.
Mana Tania and Maun Joe were chosen as ETCC’s festival coordinators based on their invaluable help
with past Darra and Oxley fundraisers.
The meeting also appointed Alice Mary as ETCC youth group liaison because she is also a member of St
Stephen’s Young Adults Ministry (YAM). (Jen/Mouzy)
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New Committee Members

Mana Tania

Maun Joe

Mana Alice

Coming event

ETCC chairman Mario Ricardo leads the
discussion at the committee’s monthly meeting
at the Benarrawa CDA office in Graceville on
Saturday, November 5.
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Timorese plan to place a “Lady of Aitara” shrine at Marian Valley
A delegation of 11
members, including
Sister Eufemia Lacerda,
from the East Timorese
community in Darwin
paid a visit to the Gold
Coast on Saturday,
October 22 to
commence discussions
with the authority of
Marian Valley
regarding the
installation of a little
chapel within their
grounds at Canungra.

.

Before heading back to Darwin, Sister Eufemia and other delegation members had lunch with members of the ETCC
at Roma Street Parkland in Brisbane on Sunday, October 23.

ETCC’s friends from Timor-Leste
Companions in Grovely, Samford
and Mitchelton in Brisbane,
Queensland . This group has been
giving strong support to TimorLeste in many different ways,
including organising three
students from Lequisa to come to
Brisbane to experience Australian
life from early September until the
end of last month.
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