
I Want a President
Welcome to my 10th issue. In 2017 as part of a politically charged art exhibition I 
created a questionnaire that was influenced by a poem written by Zoe Leonard in 
1992 titled I Want a President. 

In a recent article it states “that millennials have less faith in the democratic system 
and are more likely to express hostile views of democracy.”  I have often felt when 
going to the polls I am choosing the lesser of two evils; at the same time I don’t want 
my vote to go to waste, so when election time comes around this dilemma usually 
arises.  To combat this frustrating feeling, I appropriated Zoe Leonard’s manifesto I 
Want a President and made it into a questionnaire for people to fill out, listing what 
they seek in a president.  I wanted this to be a democratic process, providing an 
equal opportunity for people who deserve to be heard.

All different types of political systems have rules, limits, and regulations, much like 
this questionnaire.  Those who are not here or decide not to fill out this questionnaire 
will never be heard, much like an election.  This document has a set structure that 
limits how much you are allowed to deviate, much like a bill when it is up on a ballot.  
You will need to be able to communicate your thoughts specifically within the spaces 
allowed in the document, much like discussing issues with other people.  

Democracy is not a perfect system, but it is a system that our fore fathers created 
when they fought for liberty, equality and justice for all.  In Obama’s farewell speech 
he warned of democracy being at risk not only from outside threats but also within 
our culture.  Being well informed, taking part in the community, remaining aware of 
the current political dialog, and working to stop the wave of ignorance are steps we 
need to apply to make a change.  We also need to be able to share thoughts and 
ideas, listen, make our voices heard, and sometimes compromise for a greater good 
is part of the democratic process.

Inside this zine you will read some of the results of people filling out the questionnaire. 
If you are interested in filling out one of these questionnaire you can download them 
at http://whitelightbulb.com/section850444.html. Click below Questionnaire: What 
I Seek in a President. Please follow instructions on web site.

Sincerely,
Ivan Riascos


























