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Introduction to Holmfirth Camera Club (HCC)

We are a membership forum and meeting place for those in Holmfirth, the Holme Valley, and the surrounding area who have an interest in digital photography.  We meet on Monday evenings from September to April and enjoy a mixture of formal and informal activities - involving competitions, member participation evenings, technique and artistic tuition, plus talks from experienced external photographers.  

Please see our website for full details: http://www.holmfirthcameraclub.co.uk/,
Our syllabus can be found here: http://www.holmfirthcameraclub.co.uk/section710387.html. 

Full membership of HCC is open to all adults through annual subscription.  Under 18s may attend meetings accompanied by an adult member, but cannot enter club competitions.
What we focus on:

· Helping members to develop their photographic skills, with an emphasis on digital photography.  This includes: - camera and equipment use – photographic skills such as composition - image processing - making finished prints and digital images for internal and national/international competition and exhibition.
· Broadening members’ understanding and knowledge through tuition, interaction with other members, external expert speakers and by using external judges for competitions.
· Exposing members to the wider photographic community, through awareness of a wide range of photographers and their techniques, plus association with the UK’s national photographic bodies.
· Supporting members who wish to develop personally, exhibit, or seek accreditation through organisation such as the PAGB (see below) and the Royal Photographic Society (RPS: www.rps.org/). 
· A basic understanding of their camera operation is necessary for members to enjoy Club activities.  From time to time we run “know your camera” and basic technical support sessions – particularly early in the season.  If further tuition is needed we will help identify suitable courses, literature and on-line information.
Competitions:

· Throughout the season we offer a number of informal competitions (judged by members) and seven formal competitions.  The formal competitions are on set themes and judged by external judges.  Because of this they are run to strict rules based on national guidelines, please see the information here: http://www.holmfirthcameraclub.co.uk/section141973.html.
· Members can enter 2-3 images into each formal competition, the best two scores in each competition are totalled for our “Photographer of the Year” (POY) award.  Of the possible 14 scores, only the best 10 count towards POY (so members don’t need to enter every competition to win POY).
Affiliations and External Support:

· Holmfirth Camera Club is affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB: http://www.thepagb.org.uk/), through our membership of the Yorkshire Photographic Union (YPU: http://www.ypu.org.uk/).
· The Club will also keep members aware of the activities and support offered by external organisations, in particular the Royal Photographic Society (RPS: http://www.rps.org/), and have several RPS members who can offer further help and information.  
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