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Grow Your Own House

Exhibitions
--- Oct - Nov 2016. "UN-STABLE.EU" at Kun-
sthalle am Hamburger Platz, Weißensee Kun-
sthochschule Berlin. Berlin, Germany.

--- May 2016. "2025: Forecasting Futures" at 
London College of Communication. London, 
UK.

The initial diegesis writing (please see the last 
spread) was a parody article I wrote in May 
2015, accompanied by a short blender sketch. I 
imagined a possible future in which people live 
in and with a self-sustained and affordable 'liv-
ing-creature'-like houses. There is no more need 
to rely on centralised organisations for water, 
power supply and such. Then what political and 
social shift it might bring? To imagine alternative 
futures is to inspire debates on the current.  

In James Auger's article Speculative Design: 
crafting the speculation (2013), he mentioned a 
number of techniques to engage the audience, 
including borrowing from observational comedy, 
the use of the uncanny, ecological methods for 
understanding habitats and systems, and counter-
factual histories. Since my previous narrative has 
already been formulated into text, it's the visual 
realisation that I would like to introduce some-

thing uncanny.

When jellyfish and house are perceived separately, 
there is nothing alien. However, when these two 
are visually combined together, it might bring up 
something slightly interesting, which has already 
been confirmed by most feedbacks from exhibi-
tion visitors. Codex Seraphinianus by Luigi Seraf-
ini is one of my favourite books. It's full of witty 
and humourous imaginations. The indeciphera-
ble script was to convey a sensation that children 
feel in front of books they cannot understand 
yet. Another inspiration for my narrative is The 
Google Book by Vincent Catwright Vickers, an 
illustrated book of children's verse. Meanwhile, 
I chanced upon AL and AL's black and white 
drawings in their exhibition Incidents of Travel in 
the Multiverse in Manchester this April.

(Incidents of Travel in the Multiverse. AL and AL)

With the abovementioned inspirations and a few 
absentminded moments, I did a few illustrations 
to narrate the concept. The illustrations include 
a portraiture of the Jellyfish house, where the 
house unit comes from, where the Jellyfish house 

Codex Seraphinianus, Luigi Serafini.

http://un-stable.eu/
http://forecastingfutures.co.uk/


has been travelling across, the inhabitant of this 
Jellyfish house, some other inhabitants with their 
own house appearances and such. It's a style that 
falls in-between fantasy and technical drawing 
that I've never tried before. 

The personality of the inhabitant in this diegesis 
is a female figure, who is romantic, gentle, poetic, 
idealistic, mysterious, thoughts above the clouds 
most of the time, sensitive and emotional some-
times. Therefore I chose jellyfish as her house 
with the flow-like tentacle movement. 

It was difficult to decide how the house unit is 
delivered by who. Any indication of one specific 
deliverer might contradict with my intention to 
avoid centralised power structure. Throughout 

the human history, numerous civilizations have 
arisen, thrived and disintegrated along the river. 
So the mysterious water body was chosen to be 
where the house unit emerges. 

Once the illustrated book was finished, I im-
mediately sourced silicone to cast the artefact 
for the Jellyfish house. To indicate that it's an 
architecture model, I printed 3d models of a few 
household essentials that later were embedded 
inside the silicone. When I couldn't decide how 
to represent the tentacles, I read the news about 
the recent discovery of "Jack-O-Lantern" Jellyfish 
above Mariana Trench. So I thought of using 
LED lights to light up both the interior and the 
weaving tentacles.  



3D printed household essentials. 

The Jellyfish House Model.
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