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THE DALGETY BAY ART CLUB NEWSLETTER 
 

Wallace Cowan 1933 – 2019 
By Geoff Spence 

 

The passing of Wallace has come as a great shock to many of us. It is not too long ago that he went through 

a very bad time with his health which unfortunately resulted in the loss of his right arm. He was a man of 

great determination.  On one occasion he told me and presumably many others, that he was going to treat 

his arm loss as a challenge. True to form, within weeks, having overcome the problem of opening his paint 

tubes, he was back at the Club, standing at his easel in the corner, painting. (His first lefthanded painting 

was exhibited at our May exhibition.) And that wasn’t the only success of his challenge. Again, within 

weeks he had had his car converted and was driving again, he had re-mastered his love of bread making 

and so had resumed baking. Yes, he was a man of many talents and just having one arm was not going to 

quell his need to be active nor his joie de vivre – not if he could help it. 

So, what of his commitment to Dalgety Bay Art Club? Wallace joined the Club within months of it being 

formed. I was not a member in those early years so much of what I know of his commitment is anecdotal 

but I have little doubt of its veracity. Our little, wooden hut was monitored by him and he was always on 

the lookout for problems. When he found any, they were dealt with either by himself or under his 

organisation. He supplied the carpet tiles. They were to be dumped by his place of work after a flood. 

Wallace could see an important use for them and so recycled them to our Club and after drying them out – 

well you know the rest. He did a lot of the construction of our display boards for our exhibitions probably 

not entirely by himself, but they certainly contain much of his handiwork. The list goes on but what is really 

worth a mention is our logo and large artist’s pallet on the facia of the building. Wallace designed the logo 

and created the sign. Every so often he would take it down, repaint and replace it. On the back of the sign, 

before he screwed in place, he would carefully write the date of its renovation. 

 

 



 

 

Wallace’s meticulous record keeping did not end with writing on the back of a piece of wood. For many 

years he was on the committee. At various times over the years he held the positions of president or 

secretary or treasurer. Many of the systems we use to organise the likes of our exhibitions were devised by 

him. He kept records and statistics. What he didn’t know about our Club was probably not worth knowing.  

Until quite recently, Wallace edited Artyfacts. To meet his own deadlines for publication he could be seen 

persuading members to write a report about a demonstration or writing about what their section of the 

club was doing or a short piece on My favourite painting. Occasionally, before a publication, I would 

receive a phone call from him asking if I was still going to write a bit about...  As with everything else, 

Wallace’s commitment to Artyfacts was wholehearted. 

It would be easy to continue listing what he did for the Club - suffice to say, he did a lot. I’ve heard him 

being called “Mr. Dalgety Bay Art Club”. He would just have a wry smile and say. “I don’t think so”, but it 

was true. Latterly he would bemoan the fact that he no longer knew everyone in the Club. Wallace 

wouldn’t have thought that the size of the membership, in many ways is down to the fact that his input 

greatly helped create the success of the Club today.  

If there was an event or something was happening 

at the Club, he would be there. I don’t remember 

and exhibition when he didn’t have some of his 

artwork on display and usually, he sold something. 

Exhibition time and he would be on his feet with a 

clipboard, even at our last exhibition in May, he was 

there doing his turn. 

How do I finish this little article about this quiet, 

dynamic, lovable chap from Glasgow? He was a man 

who liked to get things done and done properly. He 

always seemed to see the good side of everyone. He 

had a huge amount of patience with a good sense of 

humour. He was very talented. He was very 

determined. I could continue adding more words 

about this multifaceted friend we have so sadly lost 

but I really don’t need to add any more. 

Wallace Cowan, we will miss you and you will live in 

our hearts for a long time to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Spring Exhibition in May was a great success with overall figures up on last May. The 

standard of pictures & craftwork was exceptionally high and it was great to see work going 

off to new homes. Thank you as always to our trusty volunteer team, working hard behind 

the scenes in the months before the exhibition and on the weekend itself, and of course 

thank you to all members who submitted work for display, without which there would be 

no Exhibition. 

 

 

 

 

The results of the President’s Choice were:  

 

Craft …..  Jean Boath (Textiles & Cards) 

Photography …..  David Bywater (Visions Of Chihuly) 

  Painting …..   Alan Ross (A Splash Of Crimson) 

 

                         
 

The winners of the word search were:  1st Joan Patterson 

       2nd Anne Makin 

       3rd Moira Monaghan 

 

SPRING 

EXHIBITION 2019 



 

 

The artworks with the most votes from the public were:  

 

  1st …..   Moira McPherson with “Where’s Jake” 

  2nd …..  Moira McPherson with “Feed the Birds” 

Joint 3rd … Gabi Piche-Paterson with “Puffin Taking Off” & Joan Patterson with “Boats, 

Buoys and Barrels. 

 

 
“Where’s Jake” 

 

Framing standards were greatly improved this time….so ’thank you’ to everyone who followed the 

instructions.   There were still a few issues with people arriving with pictures still needing labels put on and 

framing tape to be added. We would ask that you bring your entry ready for acceptance as this creates a 

backlog in the receiving room. 

Reminder for next Exhibition – do not use shiny parcel tape!! 

Looking towards the November Exhibition - demand for Craft tables is increasing and as such homemade 

craft will take precedence. 

As we have a limited number of craft tables we will be asking for craft forms to be completed slightly 

earlier. 

We also ask that any member asking for a craft table must man it themselves….unless previously agreed 

with Exhibition organisers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Endless Landscapes 
 

The Crafters have been working to product an A5 landscape each, using different techniques such as fabric collage, 

wet/dry needle felting, tapestry, papercraft, photo magic, fabric painting and a “string” picture with embroidery 

silks. These are now on display in the Clubhouse. By using a template and making sure that each picture matches the 

given markers, it becomes one long panorama. This time we have depicted highland autumn scenes, but we plan to 

do three more representing the other seasons …. Watch this space! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE CRAFTY 



Our Crafters have also been busy knitting these “pocket pals” or “comfort dolls”. They are knitted as one rectangle 

then shaped with a little bit of stitching. They will be sent our to Kampala as part of our ongoing support of “Leading 

Change Uganda”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As the days are gradually lengthening and the dark nights shorten that can only mean one thing, 

“Have camera will travel”.  So far this year the usual suspects have been spotted on a Thursday evening 
either individually or in groups around the local area visiting areas such as The Avenue and Sailing Centre, 
to name just two.  Over the forthcoming months it is hoped to travel further afield with visits to the Fife 
Lochs, Edinburgh Festival, Musselburgh Races, Knockhill, Pittenweem Arts Festival etc. etc. with a view to 
shooting (photographically) Wildlife, Scapes as in Land and Sea, Action and no doubt some Architecture.  
 
Several members made a return visit to Mull earlier this month to improve on their experiences of last year 
with lessons learnt on that occasion coupled with the wealth of invaluable knowledge imparted to us all by 
Shane Hardy at a recent visit to the Club. Shane, a lover of all wildlife and a regular visitor to Mull was very 
forthcoming in sharing his knowledge of the area with our members, highlighting areas of interest with 
regards to various types of wildlife, in particular Sea Eagles and the very wary and elusive Otter (ask Alice). 
Unfortunately, I have only seen a few images of Sea Eagles from Bill and Alan on their phones, but they are 
impressive and of course a beautifully sharp image from Norman which is on display within The Clubhouse. 
Obviously the pre-arranged boat trip and experience gathered from last year made all the difference to the 
clarity of the images. Hopefully some time will be given in the coming weeks to share all these images from 
all participants on the big screen in the Clubhouse. The week long visit to Mull was obviously a great 
success with all members returning home unscathed and still talking to each other! Suggestions have 
already been muted for next year including Orkneys and Shetland, cost dependant no doubt. I do know a 
couple who went to Orkney thanks to their over 60 bus pass, probably took them about a week.  
 
At the very recent Art Club exhibition (which I missed unfortunately, foreign travel, England) several 
members of the Photographic club again exhibited with 4 photographs sold by 3 photographers. The 
President’s Choice for photography was awarded to David Bywater for his image entitled ‘Visions of 
Chihuly’. Quiz of the week from David, what is it?  
Answers to ………. 
 
Craigwan Photography Group near Peterhead and Dalgety Bay Group Co-ordinators have been in touch 
with each other with a view to holding friendly competitions with each other. Exchanging ideas and 
possibly hosting a couple of members periodically for a day or two if wished. This would I’m sure be very 
beneficial to both clubs where members could learn from each other’s experiences and broaden their 
areas of photography. 
 
In the last Artyfacts contribution I mentioned the possibility of holding open workshops. I am pleased to 
say that two workshops were run by Geoff Spence and Norman Harker on photographing an individuals 
Artwork, saving the photograph to USB stick and using the Club printer to produce high quality images. A 
number of Art Club members took the opportunity to attend and were very happy with the results. All 
those attending enjoyed the workshops including both Geoff and Norman. 
 
Newman Bates 
 
Following are David’s winning photograph and shots from Mull from Alan.  

PHOTOGRAPHY  



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Portrait Group is continuing to meet monthly throughout the summer to practice our 

drawing. We’ve had a great variety of models and would especially like to thank our member volunteers 

who have kindly sat for us. We hope to display some of our efforts in the clubhouse soon for everyone to see. 

Full-time Artist and Club member Clare Russell organised the group and currently provides tuition, although the aim 

is to progress to a self-supporting group where we all help each other develop. The group currently has about 14 

members and it can get very crowded once we get all the easels out. If you would like to be added to the waiting list 

for the group, please let Clare know. Also, if you would like to try being a model and sit for us please get in touch. 

(Clare Russell 01383 823422 or clarerussellart@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PORTRAIT GROUP                                       
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For each of the past two years the photography section has produced a calendar for the Club. Both have 

been successful, particularly the 2018 one. The profit from them raised enough money to pay for the A3, 

high quality printer, which is situated in the office, and covered its initial running costs. Bill Cunningham, 

until recently, coordinated and organised the gathering and subsequent choice of the calendars’ content. 

Unfortunately, because of other commitments BIll has had to step back from that task. On behalf of the 

Club, I would like to thank Bill for all the effort and hours he put into creating the calendars and making 

them such a success.  

As no volunteer has come forward nor is there an obvious successor as coordinator then there was a 

possibility that the calendar could falter. As the committee wants the calendar to continue, a decision was 

taken that the role of coordinator, which Bill did so well for the last two years, would become the 

responsibility of the committee. Thus, the legacy which the Photographic Section so willingly created will 

continue and will, we hope, become a Club tradition. 

For the past year the membership as a whole has been requested to submit photographs of their work for 

possible inclusion in the 2020 publication. There has been very little response to this request, mainly due 

to the timescales, ‘technical’ requirements for the actual photos, and lack of clarity on when and how the 

submissions were judged. Consequently, a change in how the content is chosen is now going to be tried; a 

change which we hope will mean that all aspects of Club activity will be reflected. 

Any new procedure can have teething difficulties and the following may be fine tuned at a later date. The 

new system for calendar submissions is as follows: 

• Submission of photographs for the calendar is open to all members so all aspects of work within 

the Club may be represented. 

• Members may submit a maximum of four photographs of their work. 

• The photographs must be in jpeg format and emailed to dbac.web@btinternet.com  

• Photographs must be in LANDSCAPE orientation. Any submitted in portrait orientation will be 

disallowed as they cannot be reproduced in the calendar. 

• Should the photographic quality of the entry not be high enough for sending to the printer, your 

work may have to be re-photographed if it is chosen in the final vote. 

• Entries may be submitted at any time until 31st August. Submissions should be made at any time 

before that and may be sent in individually, i.e. they may be spaced out and sent in as and when 

ready. 

• Should the photographic quality of the entry not be high enough for sending to the printer, your 

work may have to be re-photographed if it is chosen in the final vote. 

CLUB CALENDAR 

mailto:dbac.web@btinternet.com


• Emails must contain the title of the photograph and the name of the sender, i.e. Morning over the 

Forth, oil on canvas by Joe Bloggs, or Woollen Knitted Tammy by Jane Bloggs. The actual file of the 

pictures must be a jpeg attachment in the same email. 

What happens next? (The committee tasks) 

• Early September the committee will scrutinise the entries and reduce the number of pictures to 

24 or perhaps 36. These pictures will then be printed and placed in the clubhouse so that all Club 

members can vote for their favourites. The 12 pictures with the highest number of votes will then 

make up the content of the 2020 calendar.  

• This process has to be completed by the end of September.  

•  Early October the collation and construction of the calendar will be completed and sent to the 

printer. The calendar will be ready for sale prior to the November exhibition. 

There will be an arrangement made for anyone who needs help in producing or submitting photographs of 

their work. Arrangements will be announced later. 

I apologise for what seems to be a complicated, bullet-point list of instructions. It’s just a starting point for 

a new system which will be a simple as we can make it and in a few weeks it will be up and running and 

hopefully be as slick as can be. So, don’t be put off, just get painting, crafting and clicking in preparation for 

when we’re ready to start the ball rolling. 

Geoff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Pipe of Freedom                                                           

by Geoff Spence 

Over the years I have visited quite a few art galleries. Some so vast as to be almost overwhelming and 

some small enough that every exhibit can be examined. I would go as far as to say that with the exception 

of Vancouver Modern Art Gallery, I have always found some painting that I really liked, and have been 

fascinated by or indeed awestruck. Many of these really good paintings are by artists I had never heard of 

or if I had heard of them I had forgotten about and although remembering the images is easy for me, the 

artists names, well... 

Recently Jean and I visited The Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum. To be honest I didn’t know it existed 

until I came across the name on the internet. We discovered it was open on Sunday afternoons and had a 

café – well that clinched it. What better to do on a dreich Sunday.  

The car park was less than busy which probably meant a quiet visit with plenty perusal time. Well you win 

some, you lose some. Inside was a bus party of uninspired French teenagers! It was okay though as 

boredom had obviously usurped enthusiasm and they appeared to be abiding time for their next 

encounter with Scottish culture.  

Anyway, in the words of the late Ronnie Corbett, “I digress”.     

The Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum exists because of the legacy of Thomas Stuart Smith, “The man 

who could paint anything”. The gallery features work by William MacTaggart, Anne Redpath, George Henry 

and other notable names but what struck me the most was the displayed work by the benefactor himself, 

Thomas Stuart Smith.  

On the walls are two apparently near life size portraits by Smith. 

One is entitled A Fellah of Kinneh. This is a portrait of an Egyptian 

painted at the time of the abolition of slavery and a time when 

painting dark skinned people was not generally accepted. This 

painting was submitted to the RA annual exhibition. It was 

accepted but seemingly hung in an unfavourable position due to 

its content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stirling Smith Art Gallery 

 

A Fellah of Kinneh  

Oil on Canvas 

By Thomas Stuart Smith 1813 - 1869 

 



 

 

 

In the same gallery hangs another painting by Smith entitled 

The Pipe of Freedom. This stunning picture is of 

a black man wearing a red poncho type garment 

and lighting a long clay pipe. He has a look of 

someone who has at last been able to relax and 

has reached a certain level of contentment. On 

the brick wall behind him are several notices the 

most poignant of which is the abolition of 

slavery poster which has been glued over an old 

sale of slaves notice. The painting, like A Fellah 

of Kinneh, was submitted to the RA but this one 

was rejected on the grounds that it was too 

political.  

 

 

  

 

 

As I hinted at earlier, there are many other delights in the gallery. It is not very large so it is easy to view 

everything. There is also the museum part which is well worth a visit. If you are into sport then, believe it 

or not, they have on display the oldest football in the world! 

Definitely worth a visit. 

Smith Art Gallery and Museum 

Dumbarton Road 

Stirling 

FK8 2RQ 

 

01786 471917 

 

https://www.smithartgalleryandmuseum.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

The Pipe of Freedom 

Oil on Canvas 

By Thomas Stuart Smith 1813 - 1869 

 

https://www.smithartgalleryandmuseum.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday Group meet on the last Wednesday afternoon of each month and it is aimed at the more 

experienced Artist looking at trying different techniques and new things. Each session is led by a different member of 

the group 

 

 

 
 

March … we tried our hand at 

Sgraffito techniques.There were 3 

different methods to try with 

interesting varied results. We all 

came away with our own preferred 

technique.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
April … This month the 

group took inspiration from 

Artist Tracey Verdugo who 

starts off by marking a grid on 

her background and then 

uses collage & paint with the 

grid as a guide to complete 

her work. Parts of the grid is 

still visable and can 

incorporated into the 

finished work.  

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY GROUP 



 

 

May … a rather chilly & damp expedition to Aberdour Castle where ink was used to make an initial sketch 

and then there was the option to add some subtle colour if required. The texture and brickwork of the 

buildings lent themselves very well to this technique with wonderful results. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Linda Pettie 
  

“Oil Painting with palette knives” 
 

 
 

Demonstration Monday 30th September 
7pm – 9pm 

 
Open to all Club Members 

             £4 – look out for sign-up sheet on Club  
noticeboard 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Painting is easy when you don’t know how, but very 

difficult when you do” 

Edgar Degas 

CLUBHOUSE WORK DAY 

Yes, it’s that time again to get our Clubhouse shipshape, weed free and external building 

checked. There are always plenty of small tasks so don’t be shy! 

 

SATURDAY 29TH JUNE 2019 

10am – 1pm 

(A light lunch will be provided for all helpers!) 

If you are free to help, please let us know. 

To give us an idea of helper numbers and for catering, you will find a sign up sheet on the Club 

noticeboard. 

Many thanks, 

Your Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

picture framing standards for DBAC exhibitions with a few new additions 
 

1) All work should be ready for immediate hanging or display. 

 

2) Clip fastenings of any type are NOT suitable for hanging on our exhibition boards. 

 

3) All framing, including hanging rings and cord, should be secure. 

 

4) The preferred hanging ring is the ‘D’ ring’.  Hanging ‘D’ rings’ should be placed approx. 1/3rd of the way down the back of 

the frame and strung with cord and covered with bubble wrap or similar to avoid damage to other pictures. 

 

5) NEW - The cord should not be so long that when hung it is visible over the top of the picture (Unframed textiles are 

exempt from this rule).  This is to assist the Hanging Committee when hanging members’ work. 

 

6) NEW - If using a photo frame please remove the ‘stand’ element from the backing board and reverse the backing board 

to give a clean finish. 

 

7) NEW – Frames with GLASS - The backs of such frames must be sealed with brown framing tape.  Masking tape or parcel 

tape is NOT acceptable.  Sealing the frame keeps dust out!  For framed work with no glass, e.g. acrylic on canvas, sealing 

the back gives a neater finish. 

 

8) Canvasses must be framed or have neat painted edges.  Nails / staples must not be visible. 

 

9) All pictures must have the Club picture label fixed with tape to the centre bottom of the picture, giving details of title, 

medium, artist and price (or not for sale).  

D-rings’ and cord can be purchased from the Club’s wee shop.  Framing tape is also available from the Club’s Wee Shop as 

well as the SAA Catalogue and various Art centres. 

 

An example will be available in the Clubhouse nearer exhibition time 

Members are reminded to read the instructions which will accompany entry forms 

The Committee (Receiving and Hanging teams) reserves the right to reject any picture on grounds of 

poor framing. 

 

 

FRAMING STANDARDS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 17th June 2019, 7pm-9pm 

Demonstration with Lara Scouller 
Clubhouse 

 

Saturday 29th June 2019, 10am–1pm 

Clubhouse Work Day 

Clubhouse 

 

Friday 31st August 2019, 7pm 

AGM 
Clubhouse 

 

 

Monday 30th September 2019, 7pm-9pm 

Linda Pettie “Oil Painting with Palette Knives” Demonstration 
Clubhouse 

 

 

Saturday 9th November, 10am-5pm 

Dalgety Bay Art Club Autumn Exhibition 
Dalgety Parish Church Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings are held on the first Monday evening of each month. Please don’t hesitate to speak 

to a Committee Member should you have any issues, suggestions or questions or something 

you would like discussed at a meeting.  

 

Geoff Spence 

(gcms@gspence.f9.co.uk) 

President 

Susan Masson Vice President 

Barbara Wade 

(barbarabwade@btinternet.com) 

Secretary / Website Coordinator / 

SAA Contact & Orders 

Dorothy Turvey Treasurer 

Andrea Cochran Assistant Treasurer / Club Supplies 

Brenda Bruce The Wee Shop 

Tom Matson  

Alex Birrell  

Helen Rowbotham  

David Bywater  

Norman Harker  

Don Makin  

  

 

Joan Patterson 

(dbac.memsec@yahoo.co.uk) 

Membership Secretary 

Ingrid Mayes  

(iemmmw@yahoo.co.uk) 

Diary Correspondent / Artyfacts 

Editor 

 

  

YOUR COMMITTEE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.dalgetybayartclub.com 

 
Should you wish to have any of your work displayed on the 

Clubs online gallery, please send high resolution 

photographs of your work along with a brief description to 

Barbara Wade via email 

 
You will also find info about the club and events 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dalgety Bay Art Club 

 
Please ‘like’ our page to keep up to date with 

announcements 

 

 

First aid box located 

on a shelf at  

The Wee shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday 10am – 12noon (open session) 

Wednesday 10am – 12noon (Craft Group) 

Thursday 10am – 12noon (open session) 

Thursday 7pm – 9pm (photography group) 

Friday 7pm – 9pm (open session) 

 

 

 

 

Charity registered in Scotland No. SC047241 
 

CLUB INFORMATION 

http://www.dalgetybayartclub.com/

