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THE DALGETY BAY ART CLUB NEWSLETTER 

 
Welcome to your September edition of Artyfacts. I hope you have all had a lovely (if slightly damp) summer. 

Autumn is my favourite time of year and I’m looking forward to lovely sunset walks on the beach and 

wearing my woolly boots again!  

Don’t forget, if you have anything you would like to share with our Members in the next  

edition (December), please just get in touch. 

 

Ingrid Mayes 
Editor 

 

 
 

 
Friday 30th August saw our AGM at the Clubhouse and was well attended. Thank you to everybody who 

came along. 

 

The Top Table was headed up by Dorothy, Geoff & Barbara, (was that Gin they were hiding in that jug?).  

After welcoming all attendees, Geoff gave us an overview of his President’s Report for the 2018/2019 

session and Dorothy gave us a run down of the Clubs expenses over  

the last year.  

Two new Committee members were elected – Elaine Norton & Ingrid Mayes and there was a presentation 

for three new Honorary Members, Barbara Wade, Dorothy Turvey & Joan Patterson, who have all shown 

such dedication to the Club over the years and this award was extremely well deserved and totally 

unexpected by all three ladies.  

We were then treated to an amazing presentation on the big screen by the Photography group, showing us 

a wonderful selection of photographs from their outings over past year.  

The evening was rounded off very nicely with a delicious buffet & refreshments very kindly provided & 

served 

by Sue Masson. 

AGM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Craft group continues to be very popular and has a wait list to join. The group are in the process of 

clearing out the craft cupboard to see if we have any surplus items that could be donated to the Woodmill 

High School appear following their devastating fire and will also be making quilts for them after the school 

contacted Project Linus requesting help.  

 

 

Craft Programme Autumn 2019 

 

4th Sept   Quilt blocks or string quilts for Woodmill  Sue 

11th Sept   UFOs 

18th Sept   Winter endless landscapes    Sue 

25th Sept   UFOs 

9th Oct    Mini cross stitch    Elaine 

16th Oct   UFOs 

23rd Oct   Crazy patchwork    Jean 

30th Oct   UFOs 

6th Nov    Christmas Needle felting   Marion 

13th Nov   Christmas beading project   Jill 

20th Nov   Christmas cards using dies   Ruth 

27th Nov   Button necklace    Karen 

4th Dec    UFOs 

11th Dec   Christmas social 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE CRAFTY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Group continues to meet every Thursday 7 p.m. rain or shine, although it’s debatable which we’ve had 
most of! 
 
This session has seen members receiving presentations on several topics, some new, some we’ve covered 
before, but all have been well received.  
 
This session we have had various presentations on topics such as:- 
 
Street photography, Long exposure night time light trails, Macro, Insects, Ghost-Like figure photography 
etc.  Each presentation was followed shortly afterwards with a practical session with visits to Edinburgh for 
the Fringe, Queensferry Crossing for the evening traffic, Cullaloe for the insect population and St Bridgets 
Kirk for the Ghost-Like images.  
These sessions were followed up with ‘Show and Tell’ evenings where we displayed and discussed our 
images, the settings we chose, why we chose them, whether we felt they were successful or not and what 
we we’re trying to achieve. As we are a friendly lot we were able to discuss each image with a view to 
improvement or otherwise. I personally believe this approach is proving very beneficial and is evident in the 
images that are now being produced. 
 
Within the Photography Group we have introduced a ‘Photo of the Month’ challenge (remember we do not 
do competitions), which has proven to be very successful with members.  The image chosen by those 
attending is printed, mounted, and framed at the club and displayed for all to see. 
 
Obviously the forthcoming shorter daylight hours will hamper some attending the Thursday meetings so 
Alice kindly introduced ‘An Idiots Guide to Powerpoint’ so that we can all attempt a presentation on a topic 
of our choice relieving Bill of some of the burden. If nothing else, it should be a laugh.  
 
At one of the ‘Show and Tell’ evenings Geoff displayed some images he had taken in the rain and it was 
unanimously decided that we should each try our hands at it. As a result, each member will produce 3 
images of their interpretation of ‘Rain’ in early September. 
 
The Dalgety Bay Horticultural Society will be having their Annual Show very soon and it is hoped that some 
Photography Group members will enter the ‘Photography Section’ which consists of 5 Themes - Trees, 
Flower or Plant, The Magic of Water, Back In The day (B & W) and Taking a Risk. There should be some 
interesting images, especially the interpretation of the final topic. 
 
Mull has been the chosen place to visit as a long weekend photographic jaunt for the past two years and for 
a change of location next year The Orkney Islands and Shetland are up for consideration.  
 
Remember anyone interested in the Photography Group is very welcome, the door is open Thursday 7 p.m. 
every week. 

 

  

Newman Bates 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 



            

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Photography Group Trip ‘Edinburgh Fringe 2019’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aberdour Art Festival 2019 

As many of you will know, members of Dalgety Bay Art Club, on behalf of the Aberdour Art 

Festival, manage one of the Festival’s main Art Venues.  

This year we had more crafters in the hall and that made the exhibition look really good.  Friday 

got us off to a great start. The weather was fantastic for the opening night, but alas the weather did 

not remain kind and visitor numbers at times fell.  That said, we sold loads, so we left happy, but 

exhausted! 

As with many successful events there are down sides.  The main one is about giving a bit of time 

to help make these events successful. What was apparent was the lack of helpers, i.e. those who 

entered items into the exhibition but then did not volunteer to give a little of their time to help with 

the running of the exhibition. Unfortunately, this trend has also become apparent at our May and 

November exhibitions as well. 

Our next Exhibition is on Saturday 9th November – at this time the committee has decided to 

re-introduce the Club’s previous Volunteer system where exhibitors will be asked to sign up for a 

task which takes place before, during or at the close of the event.   

This covers: Setting up, Dismantling at the end, Tea Room, Baking, Exhibition Hall and our 

advertising boards/banner, etc. It will be expected that anyone exhibiting will volunteer for a duty. 

(There will of course be the odd special case where, due to special circumstances, we would 

forego that requirement.)  

Details of the tasks will be advertised in plenty time before the event and we ask that you give us a 

bit of your time and help us spread the workload.  

Remember this is your Club, your exhibitions and we need your help to make each one a success.   

 

Barbara Wade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibitions 



 

 

 

 

Your very own Artyfacts Editor was model for the Portrait Group at the end of June 

session. I got a little bit told off for talking too much and moving my lips but sitting 

still for 2 hours is more difficult than you think! I very much enjoyed going around 

afterwards and seeing the groups work. It’s a funny feeling seeing so many of 

yourself in front of you. 

 

 

          

 

 

Full-time Artist and Club member Clare Russell organised the group and currently 

provides tuition, although the aim is to progress to a self-supporting group where we 

all help each other develop. The group currently has about 14 members and it can 

get very crowded once we get all the easels out. If you would like to be added to the 

waiting list for the group, please let Clare know. Also, if you would like to try being a 

model and sit for us please get in touch. (Clare Russell 01383 823422 or 

clarerussellart@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

PORTRAIT GROUP 

mailto:clarerussellart@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

       
 
 

 
Whilst Lara loves working outdoors capturing nature and wildlife, she also has a 
passion for capturing the form of animals in museum collections!   As part of her 
learning she has taken a taxidermy course, and the partridge was one of her own. 
 
Her challenge with wildlife in glass cases is to bring them to life in her artwork. She 
tackles this by detaching the subject from the simulated surroundings, i.e. no 
background.  Compare this to ‘live’ subjects where she likes to show their 
relationship with their environment e.g. seals on rocks.  
 
To bring vitality to museum exhibits she likes to work quickly using charcoal. She 
begins by creating loose shapes on her paper of all three birds and adds random 
feathers as she goes along.  She then quickly blocked in colour, mid tones, dark 
tones and would later add the light tones.  
 
 
 
 

Continued /…………… 

Demonstration by Lara Scouller 

17th June 2019 

“Birds In Pastel” 

It’s not very often, if ever, that you have a partridge, 
an owl and a baby duckling standing together all in 
one place.  
Well, we had that very scenario when local artist Lara 
Scouller came to give us a Pastel demo.  
 
Since graduating from Duncan of Jordanston College 
of Art and Design in 2006, Lara has worked hard to 
maintain her art practice and has received 
many awards, including the prestigious Pastel 
Society Young Artist Award at The Pastel 
Society’s 114th Annual Exhibition, London and the 
James Torrance Memorial award at The Royal 
Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts, Glasgow.  
 

 



          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Putty rubbers are great for ‘shaping’ drawing as well as lifting colour and cleaning up 
paper as you go.  Likewise use a pastel same colour as paper to ‘erase’. 
 
What is her preferred size of paper?   ‘Big’ was her answer and that includes whilst 
working outdoors, but remember to take lots of bulldog clips to keep paper attached 

to your board on a windy day 😊 

 
Finally, don’t feel intimidated sketching in a museum, go at quiet times, and never 
on a rainy day!!!! 
 
 

Barbara Wade 
 

 

 

Leave the detail until last and that includes the strokes 
to indicate a feather or two…you don’t need paint 
every feather!  If you need to use white, do so 
sparingly as a final touch. She used her fingers to 
blend her pastels, but warns - don’t over blend!  Her 
favourite pastels are Rembrandt medium weight 
pastels and Unison’s soft pastels which are good as 
base colours.  As well as Conte Sticks for detail. Her 
preferred paper is Stonehedge Paper, which can be 
bought from various art suppliers at a very reasonable 
cost.   She likes to work on the smooth side, which 
helps keep her line. Colour wise white or fawn paper 
not dark. 
 

 Yes, she does use a fixative, but nothing fancy.  
Her current favourite is Spectra Fix. 
 
If a mount is required, she finishes off with a double 
mount.  
 
She shared lots of tips with us:- 
 
Remember to use ‘hot’ and ‘cool’ colours to make 
your picture have a more 3D effect. 
Glaze one colour over another using side of 
pastel…great for feathers as you get a translucent 
affect bring life and variety of colours to feathers. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Fife Open Studios – 7 & 8 and 14 & 15 September 2019 

 

Central Fife Open Studios (CFOS) is an art trail which this year takes place over two 
weekends in September. It has been set up to give professional artists and 
designers in Central Fife the opportunity to show their work to the public and 

celebrate the wealth of talent in this area. 

 

This is a free event for the public - very much like Open Doors, but with no need to 
book. Simply visit the on line brochure at www.centralfifeopenstudios.org  choose 
the studios you would like to visit and go and meet the artists.  Studios will be open 
10.30am to 6pm each Saturday and Sunday and this will be an opportunity to speak 
to artists about their methods and sources of inspiration and perhaps buy or 
commission original art, whether it is textiles, jewellery, paintings, ceramics, or 
photography. 

 

Mounting a ‘one man’ exhibition, like this is a significant challenge and this year 

Jean Boath and Adrian Masson from Dalgety Bay Art Club will be taking part, so 

please give them your support by visiting their studios. 

 

Jean is Studio 25 at 45 Woodlands Bank, Dalgety Bay but please note that Jean’s 

stuio will only be open on 7 & 8 September. 

 

Adrian is Studio 26 at 28 Lumsdaine Drive, Dalgety Bay.  Adrian will be opening 

both weekends. 

 

 

 

 

Central Fife Open Studios 

http://www.centralfifeopenstudios.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS TASTE? By Geoff Spence 

No, I’m not speaking about flavours in the mouth I’m talking about a person’s degree of liking for 
an object, a thing, or an artefact. If we were to take a trip to a department store, that’s if you can 
find one, there are lots of different articles on sale. Some you like, some you don’t. Some are to 
your taste and some are not. If something is not to your taste you walk on by. (Definition of taste: 
the faculty of making discerning judgments in aesthetic matters.) 

 A prime example of this problem of taste is the “President’s Choice” at our exhibitions. 
Unfortunately, that honour has fallen on my shoulders quite a few times in the last couple of years. 
The problem is, do I choose something which is to my taste regardless of my perception of the 
quality or workmanship or do I choose something which has, to my mind, superb workmanship 
and technique but not to my taste? This is a problem I can’t share with anyone nor would I want to, 
even if I could. 

Criticism is something which has to be handled with care. You see a piece of work that’s not to 
your taste or you perhaps don’t like it or you think there is a problem with it. Do you say 
something?  If you do, is your comment going to be complimentary, constructive, offensive, down-
right rude or do you opt for the alternative solution, say nothing and walk on by? The choice is 
yours. 

Unfortunately, not everyone sees passing by and keeping thoughts to themselves as an option. At 
a recent exhibition, a Club member came to me, quite upset, saying she might consider giving up. 
On further investigation it transpired that another member had taken a look at the work which she 
had on display and criticized it openly and made some disparaging remarks which were less than 
complimentary. One member upsetting another - what a dreadful state of affairs. Was his 
behaviour acceptable? Definitely not. He had obviously not come to terms with the “not to my 
taste” concept nor had he thought that the “say nothing and walk on by“ concept  would have been 
a much better option. Had he realised that what was on show was work by an amateur, whose 
display demonstrated a huge amount of work and considerable expertise, he might have thought 
better of it – there again he might not.  (Having taught children and adults various craft skills for 
the best part of 40 years, I think that I can judge whether skill is apparent or not. Here, skill was 
apparent in abundance.)  

The moral of this story is that as this member did not understand nor appreciate the upset he was 
going to cause to another by his needless, inane remarks. He should have kept his thoughts and 
comments to himself. 

I’m so glad the upset member came to me as I was able to offer her reassurance on the quality of 
work and give confirmation that comments of this type, particularly to a fellow member, should be 
treated with the contempt they deserve and confined to the landfill bin of ill-advised, unwarranted 
and offensive remarks. A salutary lesson to us all! 

 

Geoff Spence 
 
 

 

 

 

What Is Taste? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If any of you have been to the Doctors Surgery in Dalgety Bay over the last couple of years, you 

may have noticed a mural on the dividing wall in the waiting room. The Surgery had asked the Art 

Club if we had anybody who would be able donate their time to paint & install the mural for them 

which was to give the Doctors a bit of privacy and to brighten up the waiting room.  They were 

looking for something simple, and colourful that would appeal to all their visitors, young and old.  

 

 

 

They were very pleased with the result and recently got 

back in touch for another two murals to be installed at the 

windows in between the waiting room and the reception. 

The murals are painted using glass paints to allow the light 

to shine through the pictures and are painted on frosted 

peel off privacy window film so that they could be removed 

at anytime should they need to be and are easily wiped 

clean for hygiene reasons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCTORS SURGERY PROJECT 

The mural with the cottage was based on a 

painting by the Artist Clarice Cliff and the 

lighthouse projects a ray of light for people 

feeling a bit lost at sea if they are unwell.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday Group meet on the last Wednesday afternoon of each month and it is aimed at the more 

experienced Artist looking at trying different techniques and new things. Each session is led by a different 

member of the group. 

 

The June session was led by Jan and was based on the work of Nigerian Artist Clement Mmaduako Nwafor 

who uses fabric & oil paints to create his portrait work. We brought along scraps of thin fabric and used a 

medium to attach these pieces to our working surface and then moulded them to suit our planned picture 

while they were still wet. 

                                  
 

There was no meeting in July due to holiday commitments, but the group met up again in August and were looking 

at the British Artist, Mary Fedden, concentrating on her style of a composite painting with a still life in the 

foreground and a landscape view out of a window behind. This session was led by Margaret, Joan & Helen who made 

up some lovely examples to inspire us.  

 

                                   

WEDNESDAY GROUP 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Pettie 
  

“Oil Painting with palette knives” 
 

 
 

Demonstration Monday 30th September 
7pm – 9pm 

 
Open to all Club Members 

             £4 – look out for sign-up sheet on Club  
noticeboard 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 30th September 2019, 7pm-9pm 

Linda Pettie “Oil Painting with Palette Knives” Demonstration 
Clubhouse 

 

Saturday 9th November, 10am-5pm 

Dalgety Bay Art Club Autumn Exhibition 
Dalgety Parish Church Hall 

 

Monday 18th November 2019, 7pm-9pm 

Sharon Black Demonstration 
Clubhouse 

 

December (TBA) 

Art Club Christmas Lunch  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Meetings are held on the first Monday evening of each month. Please don’t hesitate to speak 

to a Committee Member should you have any issues, suggestions or questions or something 

you would like discussed at a meeting.  

 

Geoff Spence 

(gcms@gspence.f9.co.uk) 

President 

Susan Masson Vice President 

Barbara Wade 

(barbarabwade@btinternet.com) 

Secretary / Website Coordinator / 

SAA Contact & Orders 

Dorothy Turvey Treasurer 

Ingrid Mayes  

(iemmmw@yahoo.co.uk) 

Diary Correspondent /  

Artyfacts Editor 

Brenda Bruce The Wee Shop 

Tom Matson  

Alex Birrell  

Helen Rowbotham  

Don Makin  

Norman Harker  

Elaine Nolton  

  

 

Joan Patterson 

(dbac.memsec@yahoo.co.uk) 

Membership Secretary 

Sian Harris Assistant Treasurer / Club Supplies 

 

  

YOUR COMMITTEE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.dalgetybayartclub.com 

 
Should you wish to have any of your work displayed on the 

Clubs online gallery, please send high resolution 

photographs of your work along with a brief description to 

Barbara Wade via email 

 
You will also find info about the club and events 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dalgety Bay Art Club 

 
Please ‘like’ our page to keep up to date with 

announcements 

 

 

First aid box located 

on a shelf at  

The Wee shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday 10am – 12noon (open session) 

Wednesday 10am – 12noon (Craft Group) 

Thursday 10am – 12noon (open session) 

Thursday 7pm – 9pm (photography group) 

Friday 7pm – 9pm (open session) 

 

 

 

 

Charity registered in Scotland No. SC047241 
 

CLUB INFORMATION 

http://www.dalgetybayartclub.com/

