THE LATEST FEEDBACK

YOUR LETTERS

Write to us! We love getting your views and responses; email claire.blow@thegmcgroup.com

Collecting memories

In Laurie Campbell's article in the February
issue (OP201) he revisits some of his old photos,
and shares the memories and experiences that
they trigger. [ underwent a similar experience
recently when I revisited my slide collection

of mongooses and other creatures from two
decades ago in Uganda. The experience was

a transformative one because it reminded me |
of how bad my photography was back then

- which is why 1 had not blown the dust off

the collection for many a year. Secondly, | was
reminded that it does not matter how bad my
photographs are because the images bring back
memories of experiences that would otherwise
be blurry, if not forgotten.

While reminiscing, | remembered the trusty
old Canon EOS 500N film camera that 1 used
back then. 1 would drive about in the bush in
my Land Rover Defender (like the EOS 500N,

a discontinued model) with my camera on

the passenger seat beside me ready to react to :
photo opportunities. Being an old Land Rover, 4 ey ; d 1  Agmupol banded mangoos
the doors were a bit dodgy, and on one occasion A e 3 A “emergalrom the bush, take
the passenger door flew open spontaneously as : by iapson‘ (f : rhns.t wm? ais i'lgm
1 was driving along. ! instinctively leaned over U o ng;r; :3:}: (i :]h.:;gs
to try to catch the door as it swung outwards.

The Land Rover lurched to the side and hit
abump in the road, and | watched in slow-
motion horror as my camera leapt out the
now-open door. Suddenly aware of my
dangerous driving, | jerked the steering
wheel back on to the straight-and-narrow

and hit the brakes to avoid further calamity.
As [ did so, ! felt a camera-shaped bump

as the Land Rover drove over my beloved
Canon. The camera, it turns out, was about as
indestructible as the Land Rover; 1 continued
to use it, slightly bruised and misshapen, for
many mote slide films.

Jason Gilchrist, via email
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July’s letter of the month winner, lason Gilchrist, receives three superb books
from Triplekite Publishing, together worth £55.50

This month we have teamed up with Triplakite Publishing to give away
all three books from its new serles: Fragile by Valda Balley, Yosemite

by Charles Cramer and Mud/Sand by lames Osmond. Set up and run by
David Breen and Dav Thomas, Triplekite is dedicated to producing high
quality fine art landscape photography books, and its latest releases are
no exception. Find out more about Triplekite's collection of photo books
at triplekite.co.uk/book-shop
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