
The Trials of Creating a Photobook 

Having visited various parts of the world on wildlife tours, I always like to produce a photobook 

after each trip.  Often my photographs are simply record shots of the birds and animals we 

have seen, as there is rarely an opportunity to spend time ‘setting 

up’ a photograph when travelling with a group.  I try to have regard 

for basic camera craft and composition, but I wouldn’t consider 

many images suitable as competition entries.  Nonetheless, they are 

wonderful reminders of our holidays and worthy of inclusion in a 

photobook which one can easily browse without the need to sit in 

front of a computer.  

I usually take several thousand images on such a trip, so my first 

task is to discard the absolute rubbish.  My usual workflow then 

begins with the painstaking process of cataloguing everything in 

Lightroom, which in my case involves naming all the individual 

species so I can then bring up all photos for each species in turn 

and keep only the best.  Some basic editing such as levels 

adjustments and cropping help me decide which to keep at this stage.  On average I am left 

with a bank of around 2000 images for more detailed post-processing.  

Unfortunately, after our latest trip to Arizona in April 2019, our computer 

suffered an irrecoverable fault on the drive where Lightroom and its 

backups were stored.  The lesson to be learnt here is to regularly make 

a backup of your backups!  I could reimport all of my photos, but 

unfortunately lost all the Lightroom cataloguing and edits, so I had to 

spend many a long evening re-doing all that work.  

Finally, I was ready to start creating the 

photobook, (having bought a credit with 3 months 

to create when Photobox was running a special offer!) so I had a 

deadline to meet.  It helps to keep me focussed on the task!  

The layout of the book is like a daily diary of 

places visited and animals seen, with a 

comprehensive commentary and interesting 

facts.  Having paid for a specific number of 

pages, one of the challenges is to make it all 

fit, and to include everything worthy of an 

entry.  Juggling page layouts, deciding on borders and coloured backgrounds, and then 

checking and rechecking for errors when there is no spell-checker takes a lot of time.  The 

Arizona book was finished with a few days to spare and is currently being printed – all 160 

pages on A3!   

 

 

 

 

 

I hope it looks as good as I imagined and that the double page spreads of the Grand Canyon 

convey the sense of scale, at least in part! 

 


