
Through the Lens 
 
 

Yes, that is what we photographers do, we record what we love through a lens. That is the title I use 
for my annual calendar. Each year, for 15 members of my family and friends I produce an A4 calendar, 
not family events, it depicts locations I have been to during the previous twelve months. All this 
started at their request and now forms part of their Christmas present. The company I use is DS Colour 
Labs. Not the cheapest but has a great customer service who will advise you of the print area 
applicable to the chosen calendar size. This can be of a hanging or desktop style; I do both to suit the 
“requests”.! I do not just upload images into a companies template but design each months layout and 
front cover myself. Much more rewarding and personal. 
 
So where do I begin. Well the first step is to select 12 locations, or if it is depicting something like a 
safari then 12 different aspects of the trip, i.e. a mix of landscape and wildlife. 
 
Prepare each image via your usual post processing system and save as the month you wish it to appear. 
 
 
The print area available must then be determined 
and a new blank file produced to suit. Set the 
margin markers as to your choosing or fill the 
print area with the image(s). If you are having 
multi prints to a page, their size can vary, then 
you will need to set markers within the area. 
Upload each image into it, each image is a layer. 
Once you are satisfied with the layout then 
around each image I add a drop shadow, bevel 
and stroke. The size of this is your choice but it 
makes the image “stand out” from the page. 
 
 

 
Next comes the text, and 
determining the font etc. All 
words I keep on separate layers, 
I have found this better should I 
change my mind as to their final 
positioning. It is always a 
coloured script so colour pick 
from the prominent colour 
within the page and apply to the 
text. This can be within the 
image if you wish. I add a drop 
shadow and bevel to this but NO 
stroke. The text tends to become 
distorted for some reason. I use 
Elements 18 so this may   not 
happen with other systems. 

 



Once all 12 months have 
been produced the front 
cover comes next. As 
before this is designed by 
myself. “Shop” calendars 
usually show the months 
as they appear inside. 
Mine don't. I choose 
another 12 images, one 
from each location if the 
year is various locations 
or 12 others if it is of a 
theme. Lots of work here 
to get the layout right and 
balanced but worth it. The 
recipients get to see much 
more of your travels. So 
again determine the print 
area, create a new blank 
layer of the required size, set any margins, select the 12 new images, upload them onto it and create 
your layout. Again using rulers and guides or the grid create a balanced layout. Add the drop shadow 
bevel and stroke to suit. Save as one image. 

 
The first front cover image is 
of the desktop layout I did 
and the one opposite is for 
the A4 hanging version. You 
will notice the latter has no 
title. You will be asked to 
generate this when you 
upload the completed front 
cover image into the 
template. 
 
So that is my annual project. 
Lots of work, not particularly 
cheap to produce but it is 
always a welcomed 
Christmas gift. Asked if they 
wanted one for 2020 there 
was 100% response of 
“naturally” from my 
recipients. 
 
Give it a try, can be 
frustrating but very 
enjoyable and satisfying to 
do. 
 
Finally this is not intended as 
a challenge to Ashley's 
renowned Duffield, Belper 
and Milford calendars. 


