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CLUB NEWS  ISSUE 4 20TH APRIL 

[Also available online at www.derbycitypc.co.uk ] 

Hi everybody! I hope that you are all keeping well and finding interesting things to do during 
isolation. Whilst in some ways time can drag, I’m amazed that already this is the fourth 
newsletter to members.  

I’m sure all our thoughts are with those on the frontline, directly helping or treating people 
with coronavirus. For those of us staying at home in the lockdown, we can at least be 
grateful that the weather is being kind to us, spring is bursting out everywhere (lots of 
photographic opportunities there in our own gardens) and with almost no traffic on the 
roads, it is so much easier to hear nature.  

I am fortunate to have mature cherry blossom trees in my garden. Every year I try to 
capture the ephemeral beauty of the blossoms which lasts only a few days before the 
ground is carpeted with the falling petals. It is surprisingly difficult, with even the slightest 
breeze stirring the branches. I have never yet found an image I’m really happy with, but I 
thought you might like to see one or two of my efforts from this morning (unprocessed!). 

    

Don’t forget to take a look at the club website later today for the new images in the “raw to 
result” challenge - and please, do join in.   Also, see the new “kitchen challenge” later in this 
newsletter, and of course, send in your images over the coming week! 

In the meantime, keep well in these challenging times. If you have any thoughts about how 
we can better keep in touch with you, or if you can offer to lead an initiative, please let me 
know. 

Brenda Howard  



2 
 

RAW TO RESULT-R2R 

Why not go to the club website where you will see the week 3 results and 22 
new images for you to process? 

The before and after versions are on the website as image galleries. There is also a 
document where you can read how the editors developed each image step-by-step, and see 
a small thumbnail of the before and after versions. I find it fascinating to see how different 
members have processed the same image, in some cases giving dramatically different 
results. It’s also interesting to see the range of processing software that people use.   

This week sees the end of our first cycle of the “raw to result” challenge. Most of the images 
change today, so you can now choose from a fresh batch. This is a good time to thank our 
wonderful members who have contributed to the image bank. I should point out that, so 
far, this is a fairly small group and it would be great to see more members both sending 
images in, and volunteering to edit them.  

With the new images going online this week, there are now no more images in the pipeline 
for future rounds. So, why not have a dig around on your hard drive for those shots that you 
never quite got around to processing- who knows, there could be a competition winner in 
there, once you see them through the eyes of our “guest editors”?  

So far, the “guest editors” are a small handful of regulars. I want to give a big thank you to 
them. Again, it would be great to see more members joining in as volunteer editors. Please 
just send me an e-mail to tell me indicating which images you would like to edit. Now that 
you know how it works, I hope you will give it a go. 

Contact me at bren.howard1@btinternet.com  

If you have any feedback or suggestions to improve this initiative please do get in touch. 

 

NEW CHALLENGE: ONLINE COMPETITION -“KITCHEN” 

This week, I thought we could try a new approach to getting members involved. The idea is 
that we have a theme that you can interpret in any way that suits you. It would be good to 
see every member submitting an image. If this is successful, we will repeat it with other 
themes. You have until the end of Friday to submit your image on the theme of “kitchen”. 
We will post these on the club website, and next week you will have the chance to vote via 
the website on your favourites. As with the last “virtual” competition there are no prizes 
and no personal glory, but we will publish the results. Mike Arblaster has very kindly agreed 
to receive images and handle the competition.  
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You can join in by sending your image to him at his usual email address : 
mike.arblaster@virgin.net  please submit one image in JPEG format sized at 1400 x 1050 
pixels maximum. You can give the image a title but please do not include your name in the 
file. We will tell you how you can enter your vote in next week’s newsletter, as well as 
publishing on the website all the entries received. 

To help you get some inspiration on this topic, you might like to look at the Digital 
Photography School website which has some interesting ideas that you might like to try out. 
Look here: https://digital-photography-school.com/weekly-photography-challenge-kitchen/  

(I particularly recommend the quick Video Tutorial – 8 DIY Photography Hacks for the 
Kitchen ). 

MEMBER ARTICLES/BLOGS - “WRITE UP YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PROJECT” 

We do not have a blog for this week and would like to be able to share with members what 
we are doing during this lockdown period. Please email Mike Arblaster at 
mike.arblaster@virgin.net with your thoughts. It does not have to be anything grand. It 
could be something personal, a small project (or a big one!). We would like to post a feature 
on the website each week.  

OTHER THINGS TO BE DOING 

Why not send me your thoughts on how we can keep our photographic interests alive 
during the lockdown? In the meantime here are a few ideas: 

• Digital Photography School is an online free resource. Their issue # 623 offers some 
suggestions on how to keep your photographic muscles flexing during isolation  
www.digital-photography-school.com   

• For users of Lightroom, the Lightroom Queen website offers a wealth of online 
advice including free books, a blog and a very active support forum.  You can set up a 
free account to access these resources at: www.lightroomqueen.com 

• Why not consider posting some of your images on the club website in a member’s 
gallery? Our members have a wide range of photographic interests and it would be 
nice to see more of them displayed 

• There are lots of resources on the Adobe website for users of Photoshop and 
Lightroom. See the links below. 
https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/lightroom-classic/tutorials.html 
https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/photoshop/tutorials.html/ 
 


