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CLUB NEWS  ISSUE 6 4TH MAY 

[Also available online at www.derbycitypc.co.uk ] 

Dear DCPC member,  

Welcome to the sixth edition of the club news. Please email me with details of any 
information that you would like me to share with our wider club membership at 
bren.howard1@btinternet.com 

As you know, we have now made all the raw to result images available for members to offer 
to edit. This week, as in previous weeks, you can view the image gallery on the website, as 
well as the processing notes of the members who kindly volunteered to process them. The 
images will continue to be available and I will post out the raw document to anyone who 
contacts me with an offer to process them. 

As of today, we have eight contestants in the “kitchen” challenge. This is rather less than 
hoped for but I’m happy to say that we are posting them on the website tonight and you 
can vote for your favourites. 

Thanks are due this week to Peter Dishart for contributing a feature for the newsletter on 
how to use lighting to influence our images. In this feature, he deals with some of the myths 
and misunderstandings about hard and soft shadows from artificial lighting. Please read all 
about it on page 3. 

Last week, you received via Kevin, our Secretary, the results of the recent N&EMPF audio-
visual competition and no doubt also spotted that Ashley Franklin was awarded a “Highly 
Commended” for his photo harmony sequence on the subject of Flanders Poppies- well 
done Ashley! Perhaps more of us could consider trying out this branch of photography?  

The club’s committee members are aware of initiatives being taken by other clubs; some are 
hosting Zoom meetings, for instance. I would welcome feedback from any member about 
what you would like the club to do for you during the lockdown. The committee will hold a 
virtual meeting this week to consider possibilities for club activities. 
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Finally, I am about to have an interesting photographic challenge myself. Tomorrow is my 
60th birthday and, failing any good suggestions from me about a birthday present, my 
husband has bought me a drone! Delivery is due later this week, and I'm frantically reading 
up on this new adventure.  If any club member has experience in this field, I would be 
delighted to hear from you J.   I've already gone back and looked at the website of Steven 
Fairbrother who spoke at our club meeting a few months back. His drone photography was 
inspirational, and while I've no expectation of matching that, I'm looking forward to learning 
this new skill. 

Best wishes and keep well, 

Brenda Howard 

 

RAW TO RESULT-R2R“OPEN SEASON”-EDIT AS MANY IMAGES AS YOU 
WANT 

Visit the club website this evening to see the week 5 results 

Members can edit any image on the R2R section of the club website. You can choose to edit 
any image in either the before or after gallery. Please feel free to email me directly at  
bren.howard1@btinternet.com and I will send you the raw file(s).  

As in previous weeks, we will continue to publish a summary of how the editors have 
developed each image, and update the “before” and “after” image galleries on the website 
each Monday evening.  

If you have any feedback or suggestions to improve this initiative please do get in touch. 

ONLINE COMPETITION -“KITCHEN” CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITES! 

Thank you to the club members who joined in.  

All entries will be on the club website later today and we would like you to vote on them. 

Go to the club website this evening and you will see a link entitled “photo challenge” on the 
homepage in the “other online club activities” section. Please click the link to open a contact 
box for you to complete. Fill in your name and email address; put “kitchen” in the subject 
box and put your scores in the “message” section. Please enter the image number (not the 
name)  and rank them from 1  to 8 (1 is top, 8 is bottom). We will announce the results next 
week. 

  



3 
 

MEMBER ARTICLE : HARD AND SOFT LIGHTING BY PETER DISHART 

Shadow Control 

When a photographer can control lighting, he or she is able to influence the rendering of the 
subject, and the sharpness or softness of shadows can make a significant difference.  We 
speak vaguely of hard or soft lighting, but what matters is not just the position and 
balancing of the strengths of several light sources, but the control of the shadows they cast. 

We know that, in studio lighting, big lights like umbrellas or soft boxes are useful when we 
want to fill in shadows without introducing new ones, but what is actually going on?  It may 
seem obvious, but there are some myths and misunderstandings about.  The important 
factor is "How big is the light source as seen from the subject?" 

Soft Shadows 

A light source may be chosen for yielding soft shadows, but the result has little to do with its 
surface texture or use of clip-on diffuser screens.  We sometimes see advice to wrap a 
handkerchief around a flashgun "to soften the light".  It doesn't work!  You lose light as it 
spreads wider from the flashgun (useful with wide angle lenses) and some might bounce 
back a bit from walls, etc. out to the side of the subject, but the shadows cast from the flash 
are unchanged.  This is because the "size" of the light source is unchanged.  You can use a 
diffuser to soften shadows, but only if it stands off from the flash so that the illuminated 
area is bigger than the flash window.  Small bounce flash reflectors only help a little. 

To visualise why the apparent size is important, consider an ant walking along a sunlit wall.  
When it comes to the shadow of a telegraph pole, it sees the depth of the shadow gradually 
increase (what used to be called a penumbra in school physics).  If the ant were to look 
towards the sun, it would see part of the sun's disc being covered by the telegraph pole, 
cutting off a corresponding fraction of the light.  As the ant moves towards the full shadow, 
more of the light is cut off.  It's easy to see that if the light source covered a bigger area of 
the sky, the pole would take longer to move across it, so the shadow would build up more 
slowly.  The shadow edges would be softer. 

So, the larger the light source looks from the subject, the softer the shadows it will cast. 

Typical light sources  

To compare the softness of light sources, it is useful to know the angle that they cover from 
the subject position.  A clear sun fills about 0.5 degree of the sky, giving the sort of shadows 
that we are used to.  In contrast to most artificial lights, we can't change this by moving 
closer or further away!  On a sunny day there is also, of course, a blue sky fill-in up to 180 
degrees wide, casting no noticeable shadows itself. 



4 
 

The small pop-up accessory flash units of some cameras, when they are used at a range of 2 
metres, have an apparent size similar to that of the sun, so they will produce similar 
shadows. (Because the light is close to the lens axis, these shadows may not show much.)  If 
you move in to 1 metre from the subject, the angle will be about 1 degree, so the shadows 
will be a little bit softer.  (Many photographers intuitively expect them to be harsher.) 

A pocket flash gun's window is about 1 degree wide at a range of 2 metres, and over 2 
degrees at 1 metre.  If you fit a small bounce reflector, the light source increases to about 4 
degrees at 1 metre.  I have a small LED light panel 5 cm square, which is nearly 3 degrees 
wide when used for close-ups from 1 metre.  This is noticeably less harsh than direct 
sunlight, but if you want really soft-edged shadows, go for an umbrella or soft box.  An 850 
mm umbrella flash or white reflector at 2 metres covers 24 degrees, rising to over 45 
degrees at 1 metre, so shadow edges disappear.   

In conclusion, moving your lights closer actually softens the shadows (but beware of uneven 
lighting), and you should leave your handkerchief in your pocket. 

Many thanks Peter, for your contribution.   Any member can send us a feature to include in 
future newsletters. Please email Mike Arblaster at mike.arblaster@virgin.net. 

 

OTHER THINGS TO BE DOING 

National Geographic has published a free edition on the subject of the Covid 19 pandemic 
you can take a look here:  NatGeo pandemic free issue  

That’s all for this week. Keep well and do get in touch with your suggestions for things we 
can do as a club during the lockdown. 


