
 
 
 
 
ANTIFREEZE  19 
 
Antifreeze is a unique celebration of visual art which will be held at both formal and informal locations 
across the town of Northampton and its close environs in between 8th October and 4th November 2019. 
What sets it aside from any other  national art event is that Antifreeze is a direct response to the fact that 
much of the art we see in galleries and reproduced in journals and books is not representative of the 
cultural and philosophical values or aspirations, nor the creative impulses and needs, of the broader 
populous. It is the aim of Antifreeze to recalibrate the visual art tradition into one which is relevant and 
inclusive and one which offers a platform to the thousands of people across the UK, both trained and 
untrained, who make important, compelling and persuasive work but who are excluded, disengaged, 
disinclined or simply unable to conform to prevailing conventions of curation and selection. 
 
Antifreeze will bring together artists from across the UK and Europe who make art for reasons of 
expressive, communicative, poetic or political necessity. It will be antithetical to the current established 
art community and encouraging of art which is essential, profound, heartfelt, challenging, possibly 
unfashionable and perhaps transgressive or impolite. Selected work will reference the human condition 
in its broadest sense as opposed to the exclusively theoretical, fashionable or fiscally suppositional or 
prudent. Antifreeze is not an amateur art exhibition as the notion of the ‘amateur’ cannot be applied to 
artists who strive for these outcomes.  Additionally the work submitted for selection will be subject to the 
same level of analytical consideration and criticality as that of ‘professional’ or established avant-garde 
work, except with significantly different criteria. 
 
  



SELECTION 
 
This is a non-hierarchical event. Any work presented for selection which has a CV either attached or 
visible will be disqualified from entry. The names of the artists will remain anonymous both during 
selection and throughout the exhibition, although contact details may be made available during the event 
with the artist’s consent. Candidates will submit images of their work electronically via the Antifreeze 
website http://antifreeze-art.org.uk/ between 7th January and 31st March 2019, with no limit as to the 
number and with no submission charges. If artists are unable to submit electronically they may post 
photographs which Antifreeze will then convert to an electronic format.  Artists may have work 
submitted on their behalf as long as adequate permission is evidenced. The electronic work will be sent to 
all members of the selection panel. As well as selecting work for exhibition, the panel will also choose 
those artists who they consider would most benefit from one of a number of £1,000 bursaries which will 
be sponsored by local Northampton companies as well as the University of Northampton.  Each bursary 
will bear the name of the sponsor. 
  
Work selected for inclusion will be picked up free of charge from designated drop off centres right across 
the UK. After the five week period of exhibition the work will be returned to the centres, again free of any 
charge.  The reason for this significant and defining aspect of this event is the fact that some of the kind of 
important artists that we are aiming to attract are unable either physically or psychologically to travel, or 
engage. 
 
WHY STAGE THIS EVENT 
 
The much ruminated notion that the cure for cancer was lost on the battlefields of the Somme has some 
resonance within the current condition of the visual arts. Our Somme is multifarious; the increasing 
dominance of the market place and the distorting effects of speculation, the fact that museums and 
galleries have become increasingly risk averse due to cuts in funding, a retreat from art education within 
the secondary school system, and the louche pursuit of pedigree, status and celebrity at the expense of 
quality, consequence and weight. The town of Northampton will help to recalibrate the visual arts 
tradition within the UK, which has become irrelevant and exclusive. Northampton will reap the benefits of 
this reputation and build a unique standing relatively quickly. 
 
It is extremely easy to talk about the mission of Antifreeze. Most people understand or have experienced 
impenetrable modern art and although the work will be selected to exacting critical standards, 
engagement, resonance and the likelihood of intellectual, spiritual or political change will be decisive 
factors, all of which are democratically creative. Every arts society, every hospital, care home, college, 
university, studio collective, school, prison, working men’s club and community centres across the UK will 
be invited to submit work. Local radio stations will be asked to broadcast calls for entry and notices in the 
national media will mark the official launch in October 2019. 
 
The Antifreeze website (http://antifreeze-art.org.uk/) is currently being revised but you can follow us on 
Facebook for regular updates @Antifreeze2019. 
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