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Qraphing'Sutherland

Love seriously Wild, remote places? Don't mind walking a few miles t0 have little-photographed lands. “4pes ajl 4.,
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Sutherland shoyld be top of vour bucket list. Join Mark Ferguson for a whistle-stop tour of this glorioys Coung,, &

he historic count y of Sutherland,

onc of the two most northernmaost
Counties on the Scottish mainiand.

ofters the la ndscape photographer
4 whole gamut of subjects, from long,

Unspoilt stretches of sandy bays and sand
dunes. o rugged, wildly rt-mn:'.t:,. ancient
mountains and glacial landscapes. In
between lie vast carban-rich blanket bogs,
Cigraved with crystal-clear ri CTs.

Arxle mountain and deseried croft

50 Outdoor Photography

This region is ideal for anyone who, like
me, srrk;tmt wild, remote spacces. Thanks to
its remoteness, Sutherland has few honeypot
sites - you will often have the whoie la_ndscapr
to rmu::sc.lf - yet there is no shortage ol
vléwpumts to choose from. The north coast
is best for sandy bays and deep-sed lochs.

Sandwood Bay is one of the least accessible
bays. but if you undertake the four-mile w alk
from Oldshoremore, you will be rewarded with

one of the most remote 4,
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in Europe. The scenic sey 1, Qfy) s

and the Kyles of Tongye '“h'; :“]‘: a‘.r Lo
magnificent mountain bt UTMeg §
the county offers mountg s L
Quinag, Foinaven and Arkle u.;.:.T :ﬂ -
quaint hishing villages si;ch gy 1§
while in the east you cap
bogs of the Flow Country ang the I_": blz,
coastal villages of Helmsd ), 2 ndLL-:l:'“":h
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Where to shoot

Lochinver

Sutherland has a small, mainly coasy,
population of 12,000, with the fishin
Lochinver being the largest o, its w
From here, you can access Glenc anisp 1,
east for spectacular views of Sulhen mﬂ'j:‘:
from Loch Druim Suardalain and Im Er:,::'_'ﬁr
to the south where there is 3 Sblendig .,.,;,:,: ,
worthy of a visit, especially in winter To m.;'a.
west, Just off the Baddidarroch r0ad, is the pe..
Spot to capture the village, with Sullven Er;,.-, '
Canisp guarding the bay. Try a zoom le s
afternoons and evenings are bes; have seen
dramatic shots of Lochinver with a angw-&;u_
Quinag as a backdrop that may have been hnu—
from the headland south of the village.
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The North West Highlands Geopark Straddles
Wester Ross and the North West Sutherland
National Scenic Area and is predominantly
composed of ancient three-billion-vear-oid
Lewisian Gneiss. Distinctive quartzite mountan
Arkle rises majestically from the surrounding
rocky landscape, with Loch Stack below
Follow the AB38 from Laxford 8ridge to get
the best views of this unigue area. Elsewnere
In the Geopark, vou will encounter anclent rock
formations, caves, waterfalls and glaciated
landscapes. At Knockan Crag, there Is a visitor
centre and an interpretative trail that brings
the geology of the landscape to life and offers
spectacular views.

Loch Syre

| have Included this location to illustrate the vest
wilderness which can be experienced Inland

away from the coast. My photo s of a frozen Lo&

Syre with Ben Loyal. accessed from a short ract
off the single-track road at Syre, 10 miles soul’
of Bettyhill. There are many such tracks in In€
north Highlands, and the outdoor access 8%
Scotland allow you to explore at will - provided
you respect the basic requirements of the
Scoftish Outdoor Access Code

erozen Loch Syre with Ben Loyal behing
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Through the seasaons
Winter offers ochre-coloured fandec; Des
and snow-cavered peaks, which can D‘h :a,,
appealing combination Stormy we

moody skies and glonous winter kaht make

e

this season the best. In spring, browns tum
ta greens and white peaks turn gray, while
summer allows one 1o hike the peaks for
those speclacular aenal views. Autumn
sees the transition back to browns and
yellows, especially on the few deciduous
woodlands, such as the Atiantic cak woods
at Loch a* Mhuilinn, south of Scourie

— B

Wildlife

The last woll was seen ir Sutherland
around 150 years ago, and as a result thera
IS an overabundance of red deer. With no
natural predators, these majestic animals
thrive. In winter, they often come down 1o
the roadsides, so beware when driving
Sea and golden eagles, kites, hen harriers
and buzzards can be spotted inland, wrile

Ihe west coast teems with puffins. gannets

anc Atlantic seabirds. At Handa Island
Wildlife Reserve you can spot marne
mammals, Including orca.
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11ps and advice

A photography trip to Sutherland requir
methodical preparation. especially in
winter, as distances are large. days are
short and the weather unpredictable
Rewards can be high, so persever
often ‘car camped', as accom

IS Sparse. It is important i«

Sth”ﬁﬂU communities, partuicui@an

Camping and using single-track
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Lochinve 5
ver. Its shear-sided eiongated profiie

wilnht - -
N two prom nent summits connecCted by a

NATow beatach, make it a dramatic Mounian

to photograph One of my favourite ewpoints
i = wet ! L

1S from Loch Barratan hex: 10 the single-track

AB37 near Ledmare |t YOu are lucky and
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gei calm weather. mist and refleclions are

4 b=y

- Ca
Summer sunnse at Sango Sandas
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