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PHOTOSTORIES
Photo essays from PhotoPlus readers 
and professional photographers alike

NAME:  Jen Rogers 

LOCATION:  North Devon 

MISSION:  To capture a collection 
of stunning astro images 

KIT: Canon EOS 5D Mk IV, EOS R, 
Samyang 24mm f/1.4 ED AS UMC, 
Canon EF 17-40mm f/4L USM 

www.jenrogersphotography.co.uk

  PROJECT INFO

NAME:  Jen Rogers 

  PROJECT INFO

JOIN IN
THE FUN!

One of the great things 
about photography is 
being able to share 
your view of the world.
This month, both of our 
photographers have been 
shooting stars – one the 
celestial sort, while the 
other has been taking 
portraits of musicians. 

We want your photos 
and stories! For your 
chance to show o�  your 
images in PhotoPlus, email 
three to � ve high-resolution 
JPEGs, along with a brief 
synopsis – explain why you 
took the shots, the location, 
whether they’re part of an 
ongoing project or a one-o�  
shoot, and anything else 
unusual or interesting. Also 
include Canon EOS camera, 
lens and exposure details. 

Email images and info to
photoplus@futurenet.com

Catch us online at
www.facebook.com/
photoplusmag
www.instagram.com/
PhotoPlusCanonMag
www.twitter.com/
photoplusmag

Shooting for 
the stars
Canon photographer Jen points to the sky 
to capture spectacular celestial events

one before. Comets 
follow an elliptical orbit 
around the sun, and can 
spend thousands of 
years in the depths of 
the solar system, only 
passing the sun for a 
short period, termed 
their perihelion. The 
orbital period of Neowise 
is about 6700 years.

As a landscape and 
astrophotographer, I like 

  ne of the few good 
things to happen 
in 2020 was a 
naked-eye-visible 
comet, C2020/F3 

Neowise, which could be 
seen in the night sky in 
July and August. As an 
astrophotographer, this 
was very exciting, as it is 
very rare to get a naked-
eye-visible comet, and I 
had never photographed 
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  Jen’s determination and forward planning have paid dividends with 

her brilliant collection of astro images. Her shots are beautifully 

composed, well exposed and masterfully focused. Jen’s images 

have reminded us not only to go out at night to try to take top a
stro 

photographs, but to be on the lookout all year round for
 special 

celestial events, such as passing comets, meteor showers and moon 

eclipses. Be on the watch for the Geminid meteor shower between 

the 4th and 20th December, peaking on the 14th and 15th. 

FEEDBACK

01      COMET NEOWISE OVER THE ST HELEN’S ORATORY 
 A cracking shot of Comet Neowise shot with a wide angle to include 
the St Helen’s Oratory 

Lens Samyang 24mm f/1.4 ED AS UMC Exposure 2 mins, f/2.8, ISO800

02      COMET NEOWISE OVER THE COMPRESSOR BUILDING 
 Jen’s brilliant shot of the Comet Neowise was Commended in the 
Historic Britain category of the Landscape POTY in 2022 

Lens Samyang 24mm f/1.4 ED AS UMC Exposure 2 mins, f/2.8, ISO800

03      METEOR AND MILKY WAY OVER LAC TUCKETT 
 Jen’s super-long exposure reveals incredible detail in the Milky Way 

Lens Samyang 24mm f/1.4 ED AS UMC Exposure 360 secs, f/4, ISO3200

“Although a telephoto 
lens made the comet 
very large in shot, 
I could get very little 
foreground in”
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to photograph the Milky 
Way in the context of the sea 
or the land, so the overall 
composition is very important. 
I therefore had to fi gure out 
where Neowise was in the 
night sky, as well as how to 
capture it in an interesting 
composition. Both the comet 
and the Earth are also moving, 
so to use a long enough 
exposure to capture detail in 
the comet, I needed to use a 
star tracker, which is aligned 
with the Earth’s axis of 
rotation. For the purposes of 
star photography, it stops stars 
from moving across the plane 
of the sensor for long enough 
to take a longer exposure of 
up to a few minutes. 

I used the app Stellarium to 
visualize where Neowise was 
in  the night sky, and knew 
that in late July it was near the 
constellation Ursa Major close 
to dawn. I had a few false 

attempts before I got my best 
shot. I started with a telephoto 
lens but realized that although 
this made the comet very large 
in shot, I could get very little 
foreground in. I settled on 
my Samyang 24mm, which 
allowed Neowise to be 
signifi cant in the shot and let 
me include an interesting 
foreground. I’m a regular 
visitor to the far west of 
Cornwall and have a 
particular liking for the old 
Compressor House at Levant, 
which has a great silhouette at 
night. I discovered that in the 
predawn hours there was 
a good composition facing 
north-east with the 
Compressor and Neowise.

I took two shots, one 
tracked for the sky and 
another longer non-tracked 
exposure for the foreground, 
and merged the best bits 
together in Photoshop.  

03

YOUR PHOTO STORIES

CAN211.photo_stories.indd   71CAN211.photo_stories.indd   71 13/10/2023   10:5813/10/2023   10:58



72 www.digitalcameraworld.com

PHOTOSTORIES

01

NAME:  Steven Christie 
LOCATION: Manchester, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, York, County Durham 

MISSION:  To build a portfolio of 
band promo photos 

KIT:  Canon EOS R6, Canon EOS 
5D Mark III, Canon EF 15mm 
f/2.8, EF 16-35mm f/2.8L II USM 
and RF 24-105mm F4L IS USM 

www.darklightdevice.com

  PROJECT INFO

NAME:  Steven Christie 

One-man band
Live music photographer Steven has been taking promo 
shots for some of his favourite bands and artists

  he photographs 
here are all typical 
of overcoming one 
particular problem 
– how to make a 

mundane environment 
interesting and work in 
concert with the subject. 
The photograph of Carl from 
We Are Awakened was taken 
in the corridor of the band’s 
rehearsal room. This was on a 
sunny Sunday morning with 
light streaming in through the 
windows. However, with my 
maximum fl ash-sync shutter 
speed of 1/200 sec at f/5.6, I 
was able to cut out most of the 

natural light, so I could add 
my own fl ash to backlight him, 
using a green gel to add a bit 
of eerie colour.

The shot of Norwegian 
singer-songwriter Issa was 
taken in an abandoned bus 
that was in a fi eld next to 
the recording studio in 
Yorkshire. I suggested that 
fabric was used to extend the 
dress to give added interest. 
The chiffon material fl owed 
brilliantly when thrown by 
my assistant, and allowed a 
little light through from the 
small blue-gelled fl ash that 
was hidden behind her. The 

key light was a speedlite with 
a small soft box.

Italian band Sick N’ 
Beautiful were on a UK tour 
and I arranged to meet at the 
venue in Newcastle for a quick 
photo shoot. Herma, singer 
with the band, had already 
scouted out the place and she 
was very taken with the ladies 
toilets… The room had a very 
colourful sci-fi  look, which 
suited the band perfectly 
(they are aliens from another 
planet, crash-landing on Earth 
to give us their take on rock/
metal). With only minutes 
until doors opened to the 

T
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  Steven is clearly making a name for himself as a top band 

photographer in the Newcastle upon Tyne area. His photos show 

a great level of creativity and skills using off-camera flash for 

interesting lighting effects. His images are atmospheric, vibrant and 

certainly eye-catching - just what the artists will be looking for in 

their promo shots. He must also have top people skills to get the best 

out of his models, whether that’s a singular artist or a group shot 

for a band consisting of multiple people. Great job! 

FEEDBACK

01      WINTER IN EDEN 
 I love the juxtaposition of the band being dressed in suits and gowns 
while standing in a nettle � eld in the rain. Them, not so much! 

Lens Canon RF 24-105mm F4L IS USM Exposure 1/200 sec, f/4, ISO100

02      ISSA 
 Album shoot for Issa’s Queen of Broken Hearts, which took place 
inside an abandoned bus in the Yorkshire countryside! 

Lens Canon EF 16-35mm f/2.8L II USM Exposure 1/200 sec, f/3.5, ISO100

03      SICK N’ BEAUTIFUL 
 Backstage shoot for Italian alternative metal/rock band 
Sick N’ Beautiful just prior to them going on stage 

Lens Canon EF 15mm f/2.8 Fisheye Exposure 1/200 sec, f/5.6, ISO100

04      AWAKENED 
 Carl Whittle, bass player of We Are Awakened, in the corridor to their 
rehearsal room; lighting gave it a dark and mysterious atmosphere 

Lens Canon RF 24-105mm F4L IS USM Exposure 1/200 sec, f/5.6, ISO100
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public, I got this fi sheye shot of 
the band in all the glory of the 
ladies toilets at a Newcastle 
club. Would you have known?

The shot of Winter in Eden 
in a fi eld was scheduled to 
take place in an industrial unit 
but I changed tactics when I 
noticed this bus shelter in a 
fi eld of nettles. I lit the shelter 

with a green-gelled speedlite, 
using another bare fl ash to the 
front. Output was balanced 
with the ambient light in order 
to capture the imposing sky. 
Using a transmitter from 
camera to the fl ash was really 
benefi cial because I could 
adjust my lighting without 
risking nettle stings!  
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