
 

 

 

The Pond Hide 

The pond hide is reached from the steps at the side of the garden and then via 

the boardwalk around the scrape pond which has now been extended to the 

pond hide. The entrance to the pond hide is directly from the board walk. 

The pond hide has a total of 14 windows – 7 at seated height and 7 at floor level. 

There are benches and chairs to suit most people. There is a shelf in front of the 

openings on which a bean bag or hide clamp can be fixed. 

The windows are screened on the outside with scrim and on some of the 

windows, there is an option to add a black netting to further obscure the viewer 

from the birds; this netting is not always needed. 

The lower windows do require lying on the floor – there is a single roll mat to 

add a little comfort. Bean bags should be used to support lenses. Some light 

weight bean bags are left in the hide if you do not have your own. 

All windows open inwards and can be held open with hooks and chains. There is 

a dummy lens on the outside of each window which of course, swings inwards 

when the window is opened – mind your head! 



 

 

Outside the hide are several permanent bird feeders which are continually 

topped up. When photographing these can be taken down and into the hide to 

encourage birds to use the more photogenic feeding areas. 

At the door to the hide is a galvanised bin which stores seed, peanuts and dried 

mealworm. Various clamps are either in the galvanised box or outside. 

Outside the hide are several steel supports to which perches, feeders or upright 

larger branches can be fixed. There are three stumps which can be filled with 

nuts or seed to attract birds too. 

 

 



 

 

Likely Visitors 

Blue tits, coal tits, great tit and long-tailed tit. Willow tit is an occassional visitor. 

Nuthatch, chaffinch, robin, dunnock, sparrow, goldfinch and siskin. Bullfinch is a 

less frequent visitor.  

Corvids – Jay, magpie and jackdaw are frequent visitors. 

Great-spotted woodpecker is frequent. 

Grey wagtail usually visits the pond directly in front of the hide in 

autumn/winter. 

Heron is an occassional visitor as is the kingfisher. 

 

 

If you want to bring your own perch to clamp to a stand – please feel free to do 

so! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Safety 

The land is uneven and care must be taken when walking around the hide to 

replenish perches etc. All of the ponds are deep and you should not venture 

closer than one metre from the edge. In some areas the edge is steeper and 

slippery and these places must be completely avoided. The boardwalk is 

regularly maintained and all sections have plastic non-slip strips to assist in safe 

passage however, sometimes the boardwalk is slippery and again, care must be 

taken when walking along it. The boardwalk from the scrape to the pond hide is 

stepped with the beginning and end of each level clearly marked with lighter 

strips. The rustic steps down from the house can be slippery so again, take care. 

The ground around the pond hide is soft and boggy – you are not permitted to 

walk across it or walk to the hide along that route. 

When you arrive you will be shown to the hide and shown how to use the 

perches and feeders. The bigger perches will be set up in readiness and you 

should not move these (heavy) items. 

 

COVID-19 

At the current time (October 2021) the hides are open and can be used by up to 

two people at any one time. If there are two using the hide then masks must be 

worn inside the hides. You should be double vaccinated or have had a negative 

lateral flow test within 48 hours of using the hide. 

Indoor facilities (toilet, tea/coffee) can only be used by those who can show 

negative lateral flow test and/or double vaccinated status (available from Welsh 

Government site). 
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