
 

 

 

The Reflection Hide 

The Reflection hide is reached from the steps at the side of the garden.  

The reflection hide has 2 windows at seated height There is seating to suit most 

people. There is a shelf in front of the openings on which a hide clamp can be 

fixed. Using a hide clamp is crucial to allow the camera and lens to be maintained 

at the correct height for reflections. 

The windows are unscreened but there is some scrim in the hide to use if you 

feel that the birds are aware of your presence; this is not usually a problem with 

the small garden/woodland birds. 

All windows open inwards and are be held open with hooks and chains.  

Outside the hide, at window level, is the reflection pool which is 5m long and 

1.8m wide. At the end of the pool is a shelf to facilitate the arrangement of 

perching props and seed caches. The water will be topped up prior to your visit. 

Behind the pool are several permanent bird feeders which are continually 

topped up. When photographing these can be taken down and into the hide to 

encourage birds to use the more photogenic feeding areas. 



 

 

Alongside the walkway to the end of the pool is a galvanised bin which stores 

seed, peanuts and dried mealworm. Various clamps are either in the galvanised 

box or outside. 

The hide has been built to maximise birds coming to the area which is in a small 

stand of trees. This does mean that the light is best in the afternoon and using 

flash (preferably off camera) may offer best results. There are supports to which 

flash guns may be clamped if need be, or they be set up inside the hide. 

Remember, flash guns work at a very high voltage and you must not let them 

fall into the pool. Alternatively, you can hire my Rotolight Neo continuous LED 

lighting – please let m know in advance if you require this. The cost of hiring the 

continuous lighting is £25.00 for 5 lights. 

Likely Visitors 

Blue tits, coal tits, great tit, nuthatch, chaffinch, robin, dunnock, sparrow, 

goldfinch and siskin. Bullfinch is a less frequent visitor.  

Corvids – Jay, great-spotted woodpecker and magpie are occasional visitors. 

 

 



 

 

If you want to bring your own perch to clamp to a stand or other props – please 

feel free to do so! 

 

Safety 

The land is uneven and care must be taken when walking to the hide. The 

boardwalk is regularly maintained and all sections have plastic non-slip strips to 

assist in safe passage however, sometimes the boardwalk is slippery and again, 

care must be taken when walking along it. The rustic steps down from the house 

can be slippery so again, take care. The reflection pool will be set up ready for 

your arrival and if you prefer to change sets/feeders yourself this is done at your 

risk. You are welcome to agree set times for secenery to be changed and I will 

do it for you. 

When you arrive you will be shown to the hide and shown how to use the 

perches and feeders.  

 

COVID-19 

At the current time (October 2021) the hides are open and can be used by up to 

two people at any one time. If there are two using the hide then masks must be 

worn inside the hides. You should be double vaccinated or have had a negative 

lateral flow test within 48 hours of using the hide. 

Indoor facilities (toilet, tea/coffee) can only be used by those who can show 

negative lateral flow test and/or double vaccinated status (available from Welsh 

Government site). 
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