
WORSHIP AT HOME – 25TH JULY 2021 – KINGDOM COME 

Dear Friends, 

We all know the saying: ‘When the going gets tough, the tough get going’. Today’s readings lead us to 

recast that saying – ‘When life becomes needy, the needy need to pray.’ Today is all about keeping going 

and keeping faith. We also think about the Lord’s Prayer which unites Christians of many different 

traditions and comes to us direct from the pages of Scripture. I hope, as always, that you are moving 

forward in your lives and that your lives are as positive as possible. Troubles do hit us but if we can keep 

faith with God then, while the agonies may not go away, we shall know the love, the compassion and the 

support of Our Lord. Every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship: As a sprinkling of notes can bring music to a lonely silence – as a sprinkling of words can 

bring warmth to an empty heart – as a sprinkling of rain can bring wonder to the petal of a rose – as a 

sprinkling of light can bring a rainbow to a dark sky – as a sprinkling of snow can bring magic to a tired 

garden – so may our sprinkling of prayers bring the love of God into our world afresh. 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the gift of prayer that draws us to you through all our moods and 

uncertainties, through all our joy and grief. 

When it seems at the end of our words there is only silence, deepen our experience of your presence with 

us, that in silence we may find your most precious Word that is Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Lord, teach us how to pray as you prayed. 

Teach us to pray early in the morning and during the watches of the night. 

Teach us how to pray in times of elation and in times of deepest anguish. 

Teach us how to pray in desert places and in holy places. 

Teach us to pray patiently and persistently. 

Teach us to pray humbly and graciously. 

Teach us to pray with a childlike spirit, in love and trust. 

Teach us to pray ‘let your will be done’ with courage and faith. 

Lord, teach us to pray for your name’s sake. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ written by John Greenleaf Whittier [1807-1892] StF 495 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind forgive our foolish ways; 

reclothe us in our rightful mind; in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise - in deeper reverence, praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea, 

the gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word, 

rise up and follow thee – rise up and follow thee. 

3 O sabbath rest by Galilee! O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love – interpreted by love. 

4 With that deep hush subduing all our word as and works that drown 

the tender whisper of thy call, as noiseless let thy blessing fall 

as fell thy manna down – as fell thy manna down. 

5 Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess, 

the beauty of thy peace – the beauty of thy peace. 

6 Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, 

wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm – O still small voice of calm. 



Prayers: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for your loving goodness. Without you we are nothing – with you we are 

everything we can be. You triumphed at the cross over all the forces of power against us. We praise you, 

mighty Lord. 

Thank you, that in accepting you as Lord and Saviour, we begin a new life with you, full of hope and 

promise. Life with you gives us a new sense of belonging. We are part of God’s family. We praise you, 

merciful Lord. 

Thank you for showing us that to die to self is to love in you. You are our Lord within. You build us up as we 

grow in you, strengthening our foundation of faith. We praise you, faithful Lord. 

Thank you, mighty, merciful and faithful Lord, for providing all that we need each day – for nourishing us 

with your love that never alters. You are most worthy of thanks and praise. Amen. 

 

Lord, you taught us to pray ‘Forgive us our sins’. 

And so, Lord, we seek your forgiveness for the sins of our hearts and minds and bodies – for the sins of 

pride and selfishness and when we are not willing to forgive – for the sins we have repeated and the sins 

we have regretted. 

You went on to say, ‘As we forgive those who sin against us’. 

And so we seek your forgiveness for those who have lied to us and hurt us – for those who have taken 

advantage of us and denied us – and for those we struggle to forgive. 

Your cross speaks of the power of your forgiving love. As we receive this afresh for ourselves, help us to 

offer it to others. Lord we pray for your name’s sake. Amen 

 

Colossians 2: 6-15 [NIV]: this is headed: Spiritual Fullness in Christ 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in 

him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

See to it that no-one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 

human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to 

fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. In him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self, ruled by the flesh, was put off when you 

were circumcised by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 

him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. 

He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us 

and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

Luke 11: 1-13 [NIV]: 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 

teach us how to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ 

He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.” 

Then Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, “Friend, lend 

me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.” 

 And suppose the one inside answers, “Don’t bother me. The door is already locked and the children and I 
are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.” I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you 
bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as 
much as you need. 



So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 

be opened. 

Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will 

give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’  

 

Words to ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God’ written by Karen Lafferty [b.1948] Singing the Faith 254 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you; 

Allelu-alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alelu-alleluia! 

2 Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find; 

knock, and the door shall be opened unto you; 

Allelu-alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu – alleluia. 

3 We shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord; 

Allelu – alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu – alleluia! 

 

Words to ‘Father God, I wonder how’ written by Ian Smale [b.1949] Singing the Faith 72 

Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist without the knowledge of your parenthood  

and your loving care. 

But now I am your child, I am adopted in your family  

and I can never be alone ‘cause , Father God, you’re there beside me. 

I will sing your praises, I will sing your praises, 

I will sing your praises for ever more. 

 

Comment: You will sometimes hear someone say that God is not for them – that they cannot believe in a 

God who created a world where there is cruelty and disaster. But it isn’t God’s will that anyone should be 

lost or excluded. Those who deliberately turn away and can no longer hear God’s prompting because they 

are too involved in their own pleasures, are still cherished by God – still part of his creation.  

Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, urges his readers [then and now] to let their faith in Christ continue to 

flourish and grow in Christ so that their lives should overflow with thankfulness. It isn’t that everything 

happens at the beginning of the Christian’s journey when they first commit themselves – to grow and 

remain in that close relationship with God means that we need to be open to being fed and guided on a 

daily basis. We can’t become blasé but should use those gifts of the Bible, prayer and communion. If we 

don’t take up these gifts from God our spiritual growth will weaken and become stunted. 

In the gospel the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray – and the guidelines he gave them have been 

with Christians everywhere ever since no matter which denomination or tradition they follow. Luke links 

this teaching on prayer with Jesus’ encouragement for us to ask for what we need – and to keep asking. 

God will never force himself on anyone – won’t say that he knows what is right for us and insist that we go 

that way. He waits for us to invite him into our lives – and that is why it is so vital that we do ask and seek 

and not be half-hearted. 

Susan Sayers [priest and writer] points out that often Jesus would ask people who had come to him for 

healing, as he asks us now, to say what they want that is part of the healing because God likes to work in 

partnership with us. He isn’t interested in a takeover bid. He wants us to wake each morning and ask that 

the kingdom may come and that we may have both our physical and our spiritual needs met – that our sins 

may be forgiven and that we are guided safely through temptation. That way we shall be actively seeking 



the God who made us and who loves us, and who has ready to hand all the gifts we need so that we may 

bear fruit for the kingdom. 

 

Meditation of Andrew [Nick Fawcett]: 

I’m not sure what we were expecting, but we wanted help for we found prayer as much of a struggle as 

anyone. We did our best, yes, but when it came to communing with God – opening up before him and 

hearing his voice – we were floundering, all at sea. 

Not Jesus, though. For him prayer seemed to come naturally, instinctive and spontaneous, every moment – 

not just those set apart for God – seemingly lived in dialogue with the Father as though the two were one. 

What was his secret, we wanted to know? 

What method should we follow – what techniques should we use – what aids could we employ? 

But he offered none of those, just a prayer of his own – incredibly short and simple, yet saying it all. A 

reminder, if ever there was one, that when we pray it’s not the number of words that matters but the 

attitude behind them – our willingness to seek God’s glory, accept his will and work for his kingdom here 

on earth; to trust in his love and accept his forgiveness, responding to others in turn. 

Approach God with such thoughts in your heart – speak and listen as best you can – give time to him – and 

though it may still not come easily, you will have learned what it means to pray. 

………………………………………………………….. 

Teach us, Lord, to look to you instead of looking for secrets of prayer - some special formula that will make 

it easy. Teach us to take time to study your word, seek your presence and nurture a meaningful daily 

relationship. 

Help us to express what lies on our hearts honestly, regularly and simply – and show us, in turn, what lies 

on yours. Amen. 

 

 

‘Not what but whom’ by John Oxenham. 

Not what, but whom, I do believe  

that in my darkest hour of need  

hath comfort that no mortal creed  

to mortal man may give;  

not what but whom!  

for Christ is more than all the creeds  

and his full life of gentle deeds  

shall all the creeds outlive. 

Not what do I believe but whom! 

Who walks beside me in the gloom? 

Who shares the burden wearisome? 

Who all the dark way doth illume, 

and bids me look beyond the tomb 

the larger life to live. 

Not what do I believe but whom! 

Not what, but whom! 

 

 

Prayers:  

Lord of all, we pray for all who are searching for peace in their lives – those burdened with anxiety, either 

about themselves or loved ones, facing difficulties and problems for which they can see no solutions. 



We pray for those wrestling with inner fears and phobias, torn apart by emotional and psychological 

pressures. 

We pray for all who live among change and upheaval be it by violence or warfare, disaster – or where there 

is great change in their lives through crisis or loss. 

God of peace, to all those who are in turmoil – all who are restless and troubled – grant your calm, your 

tranquillity, your quietness and your peace which passes understanding. Reach out, Lord, to all who are in 

especial need at this time – still the storms in their lives and grant them peace, in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

And we, like the Apostles of old, ask that you teach us how to pray. 

Teach us the secret of prayer – when to speak and when to keep silent; when to accept and when to keep 

on seeking; when to persevere and when to let go. 

Teach us the power of prayer - its ability to challenge, to encourage, to transform all of life. 

Teach us the blessing of prayer – its ability to teach, comfort and strengthen. 

Teach us the potential of prayer – its ability to help express our worship, to discover your will and to hear 

your voice. 

Teach us the joy of prayer – its ability to convey your forgiveness, to reveal more of your love and open up 

new experiences of your presence. 

Lord God our Father, hear our prayer so that all we do and ask and think may give you the glory that is 

rightfully yours. We pray in the holy and precious name of your Son and our Saviour. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The words to At the name of Jesus written by Caroline Maria Noel [1817-1877] Singing the Faith 317 

1 At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of Glory now. 

‘Tis the Father’s pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

 

2 Humbled for a season, to receive a name from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, brought it back victorious when from death he passed. 

 

3 Bore it up triumphant with its human light, through all ranks of creatures to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast; filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 

 

4 In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue all that is not holy, all that is not true; 

crown him as your captain in temptation’s hour; 

let his will enfold you in its light and power. 

 

5 For this same Lord Jesus shall return again, with his Father’s glory, with his angel train; 

all the wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, and our hearts enthrone him King of Glory now. 

 

Closing Prayer: God of our uncertainty and our confusion, your radiance shines deep within us, dispersing 

our fears by the hallowedness of your name. Fill us with your living breath and sustain us with the bread of 

your grace, moment by moment, day by day, until your kingdom is born within us and we become one 

body. Amen.  

 


