
WORSHIP AT HOME – 8TH AUGUST 2021 – UNFAILING TREASURE 

Dear friends, 

I hope that you are all well and able to enjoy the summer. Today we find our readings direct us away from 

the demands of daily life, or from finding fulfilment only in the immediate.  Treasure is not always what we 

may think it is. The treasures of God are all around us in the unexpected places. In being prepared, let us 

be prepared to recognise them – to take our eyes away from all that glitters and is gold, and find the 

treasures of God in the dust of the world. 

With every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship: We have set out on the journey of faith, Lord, and we pray for your guiding light, for the 

way ahead is murky and we cannot go by sight. 

We have set out on the journey of faith, Lord, and we pray for your steadying hand for we find ourselves 

strangers in a foreign land. 

We have set out on a journey of faith, Lord, and nothing is the same; but we will trust in your promises and 

praise your holy name. Amen 

 

The words to ‘Let us build a house’ written by Marty Haugen [b. 1950] Singing the Faith 409 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome…………………………………………….. 

3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space, 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome……………………………………………….. 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome………………………………………………… 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome……………………………………………… 

 

Prayers: We praise you, Lord, for bringing everything out of nothing; 

For the universe that sprang into life at your command; 

For all human life, beginning in the depths of the womb. 

We thank you, Lord, for the faith that sustains us as we make our journeys through this world. 

Just as Abraham did, we follow you in faith, Lord, trusting in your promises now and for ever. Amen. 

 



Lord, you know that sometimes – perhaps often – our hearts are not in the right place. 

Sometimes we can’t be bothered to pray or to worship. Sometimes we may find it easier to read a 

magazine than the Bible. 

Sometimes we’re pretty good at not coveting our neighbour’s ox or ass – but often we do covet their 

holidays or some of their possessions. 

Sometimes we ‘do our bit’ for charity – other times we feel that what is ours is ours. 

Sometimes we do love you with all our hearts and love our neighbours as ourselves – but often we love 

more the person we see in the mirror every day. 

Forgive us, we pray. Cleanse our hearts and fill them with the treasures of your love that you may always 

be pleased to dwell there. 

For your name’s sake. Amen   [from Roots Worship  August 2004] 

 

The Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one who is a stranger or newcomer. May we be ready to 

welcome you. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one who hungers and thirsts. May we be ready to feed you. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one who is ill. May we be ready to touch you and pray for you. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one who is afraid. May we be ready to talk tenderly with you. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one we do not expect. May we be ready to lay aside our 

prejudices and preconceived ideas. 

Son of Man, you come to us in the form of one who serves. May we be ready to serve for you and with 

you. 

In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory for ever and ever Amen. 

 

Genesis 15: 1-6. [Living Bible paraphrased] 

Jehovah spoke to Abram in a vision, and this is what he told him: ‘Don’t be fearful, Abram, for I will defend 

you. And I will give you great blessings.’ 

But Abram replied: ‘O Lord Jehovah, what good are all your blessings when I have no son? For, without a 

son, some other members of my household will inherit all my wealth.’ 

Then Jehovah told him: ‘No, no-one else will be your heir, for you will have a son to inherit everything you 

own.’ Then God brought Abram outside beneath the night time sky and told him: ‘Look up into the heavens 

and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that – too many to count!’ And Abram 

believed God – then God considered him righteous on account of his faith. 

 

Hebrews 11: 1-3 and 8-16: [Living Bible paraphrased] 

What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty 

that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead. Men of God in days of old 

were famous for their faith. 

By faith – by believing in God – we know that the world and the stars – in fact, all things – were made at 

God’s command, and that they were all made from things that can’t be seen. 

[in verses 4-7 the writer spoke of Abel, Enoch, and Noah before turning to Abraham from verse 8] 

Abraham trusted God, and when God told him to leave home and go far away to another land which he 

promised to give to him, Abraham obeyed. Away he went, not even knowing where he was going. And 



even when he reached God’s promised land, he lived in tents like a mere visitor, as did Isaac and Jacob, to 

whom God gave the same promise. Abraham did this because he was confidently waiting for God to bring 

him to that strong heavenly city whose designer and builder is God. 

Sarah, too, had faith, and because of this she was able to become a mother in spite of her old age, for she 

realised that God, who gave her his promise, would certainly do what he said. And so a whole nation came 

from Abraham, who was too old to even have one child – a nation with so many millions of people that, 

like the stars of the sky and the sand on the ocean shores, there is no way to count them. 

These people of faith I have mentioned died without ever receiving all that God had promised them, but 

they saw it all awaiting them on ahead and were glad, for they agreed that this earth was not their real 

home but that they were just strangers visiting down here. And quite obviously when they talked like that, 

they were looking forward to their real home in heaven. 

If they had wanted to, they could have gone back to the good things of this world. But they didn’t want to. 

They were living for heaven. And now God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has made a 

heavenly city for them. 

 

Comment: 

Faith is sometimes presented as being necessarily divorced from any evidence for if you can prove 

something then you don’t need to have faith to believe in it. But is that what today’s readings are saying? 

They seem suggest more that faith is not an irrational decision to step out into the darkness, but it is 

something chosen on the basis of what is already known – based on what has already been experienced. 

Indeed, faith still carries that strong element of risk and uncertainty – but it isn’t stupid. 

For Abram that journey of faith began in a conversation with God. He – Abram – would have learnt all 

about God’s doings in the past. Indeed, he himself was descended from Noah. By the time of this passage 

Abram had already depended on God’s promises by leaving his home and all that he knew to travel where 

God led him. Now, as they spoke under that starry sky, he knew that he wanted a son even though it 

appeared impossible given his and his wife’s age – but he also knew that God wanted it to be Abram’s  

descendants to lead the people. Abram’s faith was a mix of what has happened before and what he longs 

for – and we are told that God sees his righteousness. Jane Williams – lecturer and author – writes that it is 

this curious combination of knowing and longing that is the saving of Abram. 

In Hebrews, the commentary on Abram makes faith the air which Christians must breathe. Like Abram, we 

are part of the ongoing story. The Hebrews, like Abram, were not starting from nothing – and they were 

also aware, like Abram, that their story would also have consequences for those who would follow them. 

Even the great patriarchs did not see the completion of God’s plan – though could often see just enough to 

be able to guess and be excited by it. Again, a mixture of knowing God through what he has already done 

and longing to see what is still unknown. 

So faith is based on a knowledge of God but fuelled by a longing to know him better and to see more of 

what he is doing. Again jane Williams writes: ‘So faith is about excitement, based on what we have already 

known, not dogged persistence against all evidence.’ 

 

 

The words to ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard’ written by Paul & Rita Baloche and Ed Kerr and can be 

found in Songs of Fellowship 944 

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

No mind has conceived what the Lord has prepared; 

But, by his Spirit, he has revealed his plan to those who love him. [Repeat]. 

 

We’ve been held by his everlasting love, led with loving kindness by his hand; 

We have hope for the future yet to come, in time we’ll understand the mystery of his plan. 



Luke 12: 32-40: [Translation by William Barclay] 

You are only a little flock, but don’t be afraid. It is your Father’s decision to give you the Kingdom. 

Sell your possessions and give them away in charity. 

Get yourselves purses which will never wear out, and a treasure in heaven which will never be exhausted, 

for there no thief can get at it, and no moth can destroy it. Your heart is bound to be where your treasure 

is. 

Always be ready, stripped for action, with your lamps lit. Be like men who are expectantly waiting for their 

master’s return from a wedding banquet, and whose aim it is to open the door to him the instant he 

arrives and knocks. Happy are the servants whom their master will find awake when he comes. I tell you he 

will roll up his sleeves for action, and will make them sit down like guests, and will come and serve them 

himself. Happy are they, if he finds them like that, even if he comes just before midnight or in the early 

hours of the morning. 

It is obvious that if the householder had known at what hour the thief was going to come, he would not 

have left his house to be broken into. You too must be ready, because the Son of Man is going to come at 

an hour when you do not expect him. 

 

Comment: 

Our Gospel reading begins with affectionate reassurance for it is God’s pleasure and delight to give us the 

kingdom. All is in hand and nothing can ever tear us apart from the God who loves us. We can only 

separate from God if that is what we choose to do – by our own walking away from him. He will never 

desert us. We are safe in him – and know that there are great things in store for us in this world and the 

next. We may not be able to see them, but we have faith that they are there. 

This is what God looks for in us in our faith – that we believe the hope as a fact and that we trust that what 

God has promised will happen. 

The times which Jesus lived in were troubled – wars and rumours of wars, people suffering from famine or 

violence or illness. Much like our own times for we are still troubled by wars, violence, illness along with 

the worries about climate change and diversity. So many are anxious and fearful about the future. 

The passage begins with Jesus saying: ‘Don’t be afraid’ just as God had told Abram. Apparently the 

Scriptures have these words scattered through them 365 times – one for each day of the year!  God 

doesn’t want us to be overcome by fear or anxiety, even in troubled times. 

There are some wonderful words spoken by God which we would find in Isaiah 43: 1b-3a: ‘Do not fear for I 

have redeemed you – I have called you by name – you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will 

be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

your Saviour.’ 

We need to hold on to the fact that even through times of trouble, God is with us and cares for us. He 

longs to give us the Kingdom – not through our own efforts or merit, but freely through his grace and 

goodness. Our lasting treasure – our unfailing treasure – is to be part of God’s kingdom. 

Let us be alert to the fact that God is with us – he cares for us and seeks entry into our hearts and lives. He 

won’t force his way in but stands outside our lives waiting to be welcomed in. 

In the book of Revelation  [3:20] Jesus says: ‘Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking.’ Let us pray each 

day and invite God into our lives. It is then we will discover that God is always with us and we will come to 

know his peace and his love. And we will know that nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in 

Christ.[Romans 8:39]. 

 

Prayers: We pray for those living on the edge, in fear of the future: bless them with a deepening sense of 

hope and trust in you – for those caught up in the ways of the world relying on worldly treasures: give 

them a blessing of release and joy in you – for those battling with ill health: give them the blessing of 



strengthening hope and healing – for all who have the responsibility of leading your flock: give them your 

blessing of wisdom and strength. 

Lord, you watch and protect. Strengthen all who are in need with an unshakeable trust in you; give them a 

glimpse of the treasures that are theirs when they put their hope in you. In the holy name of Christ. Amen 

 

Meditation of one of the crowd listening to Jesus: [Amazing Man C by Nick Fawcett]: 

A purse that never wears out – now I like the sound of that! Just imagine: pop your hand in your pocket – 

anytime, anywhere – and there it is, cash on the nail, as much as you need. This guy’s really talking! 

Only he isn’t for his sums don’t add up. ‘Sell all your possessions,’ he says, ‘and give alms.’ 

Well, I’m sorry, but that’s no way to invest for the future. You’ll end up, more like, with nothing, relying on 

alms yourself – and we can’t all do that, can we, for who’d then be left to give? So what is he saying? 

Don’t tell me it’s about letting go of money and possessions; about understanding what’s of real value, 

able to satisfy the soul; and, most of all, about receiving through giving – a generous heart compared to an 

avaricious spirit. 

I was afraid you’d say that, for though I can accept it happily enough in theory, in practice it’s another 

matter, being neither my way nor that of the world. We want treasure now and later – rewards in this life 

and the life to come – our hearts torn between God and self, heaven and earth – both/and  rather than 

either/or. 

I’ll give Jesus this, he’s put his finger on the problem, but that’s the easy part. It needs us to change, deep 

within, if we’re to find the answer; our hearts to be realigned, turned around.  

Can he see to that too? I wonder. 

 

Loving Lord, we mean to be generous, but find it hard to let go; we mean to respond to others, but struggle 

to always put them first, self second. For all our talk of treasure in heaven it’s often treasures on earth that 

consume us even as we consume them! Work within us and overcome our greed. Help us to see beyond 

the flesh to the spirit in a world where so many, all too literally, can barely keep body and soul together. 

Amen 

 

The words to ‘Who would true valour see’ written by John Bunyan [1628-1688] Singing the Faith 486 

1 Who would true valour see, let him come hither; one here will constant be, come wind, come weather; 

There’s no discouragement shall make him once relent his first avowed intent to be a pilgrim. 

 

2 Who so beset him round with dismal stories do but themselves confound; his strength the more is. 

No lion can him fright, he’ll with a giant fight; but he will have a right to be a pilgrim. 

 

3 Hobgoblin nor foul fiend can daunt his spirit; he knows he at the end shall life inherit. 

Then fancies fly away, he’ll fear not what men say; he’ll labour night and day to be a pilgrim. 

 

Lord, we thank you for your unfailing treasure. Help us to dress each day in your garments of honour and 

goodness as we wait and trust in you, ready for whatever you lead us to do. We go into the week not 

knowing what will be round the next corner, or what you may ask of us. May our faith be unshakeable as 

we share and trust in your promises. May we remain watchful and ready to answer your knock and 

respond to your call. Amen 

 

And the blessing of God – the Father who created us – the Son who found us and saved us – and the Holy 

Spirit who lives and works within us – be with us and with all whom we pray for and love now and for all 

eternity. Amen. 

 



 


