
Worship at home – 28TH June 

Key: Scriptures: Matthew 10:40-42  

Rewards 

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes God's messenger because he is God's 

messenger, will share in his reward. And whoever welcomes a good man because 

he is good, will share in his reward. 42 You can be sure that whoever gives even a 

drink of cold water to one of the least of these my followers because he is my 

follower, will certainly receive a reward.” 

Key Themes: a Warm Welcome for all. 
 
 
Call to Worship: 
 
The steadfast love of the Lord is established for ever.  His faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens.  The Lord invites us and welcomes us.  Let us worship the Lord. 
 
For worship this week I wanted to introduce you to a new song.  It was written by  
Stuart Townend, Mark Edwards in 2011, but it thought the words were great.  It talks 
about how all are welcome at God’s feast without boundary or barrier. 
There is a YouTube clip where you can see and hear it, just go to YouTube and type 
in Vagabonds, if you have access to a computer. If not, read the words prayerfully 
and remember God’s unconditional welcome for all. 
 
 
Hymn: Vagabonds 
 
Come, all you vagabonds 
Come all you 'don't belongs' 
Winners and losers 
Come, people like me 
Come all you travellers 
Tired from the journey 
Come wait a while, stay a while 
Welcomed you'll be 
 
Come all you questioners 
Looking for answers 
And searching for reasons 
And sense in it all 
Come all you fallen 
And come all you broken 
Find strength for your body 
And food for your soul 
 



Come to the feast 
There is room at the table 
Come let us meet in this place 
With the King of all kindness 
Who welcomes us in 
With the wonder of love 
And the power of grace 
The wonder of the love 
And the power of grace 
 
Come those who worry 
'Bout houses and money 
And all those who don't have 
A care in the world 
From every station 
And orientation 
The helpless, the hopeless 
The young and the old 
 
Come to the feast 
There is room at the table 
Come let us meet in this place 
With the King of all kindness 
Who welcomes us in 
With the wonder of love 
And the power of grace 
The wonder of the love 
And the power of grace 
 
Come all believers 
And dreamers and schemers 
And come all you restless 
Just searching for home 
Movers and shakers 
And givers and takers 
The happy, the sad 
And the lost and alone 
 
Come self-sufficient 
With wearied ambition 
And come those who feel 
At the end of the road 
Fiery debaters 
And religion haters 
Accusers, abusers 
The hurt and ignored 
 
Come to the feast 
There is room at the table 
Come let us meet in this place 



With the King of all kindness 
Who welcomes us in 
With the wonder of love 
And the power of grace 
The wonder of the love 
And the power of grace 
 
 
Stuart Townend, Mark Edwards & Phil Baggaley Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music (Adm. by 
CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook 
family, songs@integritymusic.com) 

  

Prayers: 
 
Loving God, 
We gather in response to your invitation;  we gather together although we are 
separated, as each one of us in our own time and space is welcomed by you. May 
the warmth of your welcome inspire and enhance the worship we offer to you in 
Jesus’ name. 
 
O God, your Spirit draws us into your presence, and so we come – drawn by love, 
upheld by grace – to encounter Jesus, our Saviour.  We know him as our master.  
We know him as our friend.  In him we see the Father, whose love sent Jesus to us. 
Spirit, Son and Father, we draw close in faith to offer praise and worship. 
 
We are sorry dear Lord, for the times we judge others and find them wanting.  We 
are sorry that we turn away from your children in their need.  We are sorry that we 
think we are too busy.  We are sorry for the times our welcome has been lukewarm. 
Forgive us, and help us to remember the warmth of your welcome, and to be 
inspired to share that warmth with all people. 
Amen. 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  -  A Hymn in Time of National Trouble 

89 O LORD, I will always sing of your constant love; 

    I will proclaim your faithfulness forever. 
2 I know that your love will last for all time, 

    that your faithfulness is as permanent as the sky. 
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with the man I chose; 

    I have promised my servant David, 
4 ‘A descendant of yours will always be king; 

    I will preserve your dynasty forever.’” 

15 How happy are the people who worship you with songs, 

    who live in the light of your kindness! 
16 Because of you they rejoice all day long, 

    and they praise you for your goodness. 



17 You give us great victories; 

    in your love you make us triumphant. 
18 You, O LORD, chose our protector; 

    you, the Holy God of Israel, gave us our king. 

 
Reflection: 
 

• I wonder if any of you watched the Space X rocket launch at the beginning of 
the month. 

• We did. 

• What an experience watching live history unfolded. 

• We watched as it blasted off and zoomed into orbit. 

• To dock eventually with the International Space Station. 

• As I read this psalm again in preparation it got me thinking about how vast the 
universe really is, and that we on planet Earth are just a very small part of it. 

• Then it got me thinking about the enormousness of God the one who created 
everything. 

• And even though God created to whole universe He still bothers to care for 
each one of us. 

• Not just as a species but as individuals. 

• He knows and loves every hair on our head (even with lockdown haircuts) 

• God is all mighty, all powerful and all protecting and he loves us as a father 
loves a child (unconditionally.) 

 
Reading:  Matthew 10:40-42  

Rewards 

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes God's messenger because he is God's 

messenger, will share in his reward. And whoever welcomes a good man because 

he is good, will share in his reward. 42 You can be sure that whoever gives even a 

drink of cold water to one of the least of these my followers because he is my 

follower, will certainly receive a reward.” 

 
Reflection: 
 

• In the early part of this chapter Jesus send out the twelve apostles. 

• He sent them out to preach and teach in his name. 

• To share the Good News about him, and bring people back to God. 

• He gives them clear instructions: “V8. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure 
those with leprosy, and cast out demons.” 

• Jesus goes on to tell them what they should take on the trip. V9-10.“Don’t 
take any money in your money belts-no gold, silver, or even copper coins.  



Don’t carry a traveller’s bag with a change of clothes and sandals or even a 
walking stick.” 

• He also tells them what they should do, v.12-14 

• “When you enter the house, give it your blessing.  If it turns out to be a worthy 
home, let your blessing stand; if it is not, take back the blessing.  If any 
household or town refuses to welcome you or listen to your message, shake 
its dust from your feet as you leave.” 

• He gives them a warning for what might come v.16-25 

• “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves.  So be as shrewd as 
snakes and harmless as doves.”(v16) 

• “And all nations will hate you because you are my followers” (v.22) 

• Yet then in verses 26-to the end of the chapter Jesus gives them and us the 
assurance that they and we need.  That he will be with us in all things. 

• “But don’t be afraid of those who threaten you.  For the time is coming when 
everything that is covered will be revealed, and all that is secret will be made 
known to all.” V.26 

• Jesus is referring to himself of course, that the secret of his true identity as 
Son of God and promised Messiah will be revealed through his death and 
resurrection and that when that happens all the pieces will be put in place. 

• Then we come on to the set reading for today. 

• Where Jesus explains the welcome that his followers should receive. 

• The same welcome that God gives to everyone. 

• In verse 42, we are told what we should do: 

• “And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers 
you will surely be rewarded.”  

• Earlier I gave you all the words to Stuart Townsends song “Vagabonds”, and 
maybe some of us found it a challenge. 

• Some of the people he is saying have a place at the table might challenge us, 
as might some of his words 

• But I think it is good to be challenged, particularly in the light of all that is 
going on in our world at the moment. 

• I wonder what kind of welcome we offer to people that are different to us. 

• Is it the warm unconditional welcome that God gives us, or do we put 
conditions on it. 

• At this difficult time where we are not together in one place maybe we have 
time to think for a moment about the welcome God have should us, and ask 
ourselves some questions: 

• Have you ever felt unwelcomed? 

• Who would we find it difficult to welcome and why? 

• Can and do we offer that same unconditional welcome to all people? 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 
We pray for those on the fringes of society; 
For those who feel rejected 
For those who are overlooked 
For those whom others avoid. 
May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 



May they know the welcome of your love. 
 
We pray for those who are lonely, particularly over this lockdown time. 
We pray for those who feel isolated, both physically and mentally. 
May they know they are welcome in your Kingdom 
May they know the welcome of your love. 
 
We pray for those in prison, especially those kept in isolation. 
We pray for political prisoners and those who are imprisoned for their beliefs.  
May they know they are welcome in your Kingdom. 
May they know the welcome of your love. 
 
We pray for children excluded from school; for their families and those with 
responsibility for their education.  At this time we pray for every child in the country 
and their families who are struggling with lockdown, and the prospect of not going 
back to school and seeing their friends for some time. 
May they know they are welcome in your Kingdom. 
May they know the welcome of your love. 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick, lonely or in need of our prayers at this 
time, we think particularly of: 
Paul Davies – Seaton 
Pam Lucas – Seaton 
Brain Margetts – Dalwood 
Mary Berry – Dalwood. 
Audrey Hicks – Axminster 
 
Loving God, as you welcome us, may we welcome others with warmth and steadfast 
love. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
Hymn: Amazing grace 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my Shield and Portion be, 
As long as life endures. 



 
And, when this heart and flesh shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 
 
John Newton (1725-1807) 

 
 
Blessing: 
Go in the name of Jesus, to follow the way of Jesus, to love with the love of Jesus, 
and to be sustained by the peace of Jesus. 
 
Amen 
 

 


