
WORSHIP AT HOME – 20TH SEPTEMBER – A PRACTICAL LESSON IN TRUE EQUALITY 

 

Call to Worship: God calls the strong and the weak – the grateful and the grumblers – those who have 

much to give and those who have little. And he calls us to come and worship the God whose generosity is 

beyond words and whose love binds us all together. 

Lord Jesus, sometimes it is hard when those who seem undeserving to us are given as much as those who 

we think deserve the best. But, Lord, we trust you to give each of us all that we need, and we offer 

ourselves in your service to give others all that we can, in your precious name. Amen 

 

The words to ‘Praise to the Holiest in the height’ written by John Henry Newman [1801-1890] and 

adapted by ‘Compilers of Hymns for Today’s Church 1982. Singing the Faith 334. 

1 Praise to the Holiest in the height, and in the depth be praise; 

in all his words most wonderful, most sure in all his ways. 

 

2 O loving wisdom of our God! When all was sin and shame, 

a second Adam to the fight and to the rescue came. 

 

3 O wisest love! That flesh and blood, which did in Adam fail, 

should strive afresh against the foe, should strive and should prevail. 

 

4 And that a higher gift than grace should flesh and blood refine, 

God’s presence and his very self, and essence all divine. 

 

5 O generous love! That he, who came as man to smite the foe, 

the double agony for us as man should undergo. 

 

6 And in the garden secretly, and on the cross on high, 

should teach his followers, and inspire to suffer and to die. 

 

7 Praise to the Holiest in the height, and in the depth be praise; 

in all his words most wonderful, most sure in all his ways. 

 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession: We preaise you, Lord, for all that you are, for the creation that is 

yours – for its beauty and wonder, its diversity and richness. We praise you for your presence and comfort 

that swaddle us in your purity and enrich us with your abundance. We praise you for your steadfastness 

which perseveres with us who are faltering disciples and failing followers. We praise that, day by day, you 

amaze and enrich us and reveal yourself in new and unexpected ways. We praise you that you are the 

same yesterday, today and for ever – and yet forever new. 

O Lord our God, you are indeed to be highly praised from the depths of our being. 

And yet, Almighty God, we don’t always know how we got to where we are – and we certainly don’t know 

where we are going. We don’t always choose the right path – and we certainly don’t always follow it. We 

don’t always deal well with the struggles of life – nor do we always give thanks for the joys of life either. 

Lord, we don’t always think of the effects that our choices cause to others, near and far. So often we are 

selfish, wanting what we want no matter what the cost to others. 

Almighty God, forgive us – reassure us – and cradle us within your forgiveness. 



We ask this in the name of your Son and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

 

In trial and tribulation, God of comfort be near me. 

In loss and devastation, God of grief, grieve with me. 

In uncertainty and confusion, God of the way, show me a path. 

In want and in need, God of provision, provide for me. 

In times of sluggishness and laziness, God of patience, wait for me. 

In comfort and in joy, God of love, let me never forget you. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our reading is Matthew 20: 1-16 – it is taken here from the translation made by William Barclay. 

The situation in the Kingdom of Heaven is like the situation in the following story. There was a householder 

who went out first thing in the morning to engage workmen to work in his vineyard. He came to an 

agreement with the workmen to work for a normal day’s wage, and sent them to the vineyard. 

He went out again at nine o’clock in the morning, and saw other men standing in the market-place 

unemployed. ‘Go to my vineyard along with the other me,’ he said to them, ‘and I will pay you whatever is 

a fair wage.’ So they went off to the vineyard. 

He went out again about twelve o’clock midday and about three o’clock in the afternoon, and did the 

same. He went out about five o’clock in the evening, and found others standing there. ‘Why have you 

stood here all day unemployed?’ he said to them. ‘Because no-one engaged us,’ they said.  

‘Go to my vineyard as well as the other men,’ he said. 

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman: ‘call the workers and give them their 

pay. Start with the last ones and go on to the first.’ When those who had started work at five o’clock in the 

evening came, they each received a normal full day’s wage. 

When those who had been engaged first, they expected to get more - but they too, received a normal 

day’s wage. When they got their pay, they began to grumble at the way the householder had treated 

them. ‘The men who came last,’ they said, ’worked for one hour, and you have treated them the same as 

us, and we have done a whole day’s work, and in a wind like a furnace too.’ 

‘Friend,’ he said to one of them. ‘I am not doing you any wrong. Did you not agree with me to work for the 

usual day’s wage? Take what is due to you, and go. It is my wish to give the last man the same as I gave 

you. Have I not a perfect right to do what I like with my own money? Are you going to be mean, because I 

am generous?’ 

Just so, said Jesus, the last will be first, and the first will be last. 

 

 

Comment: Here Jesus told a story about a very remarkable employer – one who took pity on the 

unemployed and gave them a job even when it was almost sunset – and then paid them a whole day’s 

wages. Jesus said ‘The kingdom of heaven is like this.’ In other words, to God, all are valuable in his sight. 

He has no favourites, and the heavenly reward he gives us at the end of the day does not depend on our 

background, nor on how hard we have worked. The poor and obscure are equally as important to God as 

are the rich and famous. 



Jesus said that, ‘In heaven, the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

This comes as a shock to some people today who are interested only in the adverts and coloured-

supplements, longing to become rich and famous and live a luxurious life. But Jesussays that in the afterlife 

all will be equal, and the unemployed and rejected will receive exactly the same heavenly rewards as the 

people who, in this life, may have looked down at them. 

The gospel message challenges us to honour everyone. Parents know that their children are all different, 

with different talents and abilities – but they still endeavour to love them equally. That is how God loves us 

and we must try to build a society where even the poor and the poorly-qualified are treated with respect. 

As Psalm 145 puts it: ‘Jehovah is kind and merciful, slow to get angry, full of love. He is good to everyone, 

and his compassion is intertwined with everything he does.’ [The Living Bible]. God is loving to everyone, 

and his mercy is over all his creatures. 

This should be our target, as individuals and as a society. 

And remember, when nobody seems to love you or respect you, God is there beside you, and God loves 

you. God knows that you have a unique contribution to make to the world around you. 

There are no unemployed in God’s creation – everyone has got a job to do, and however it’s importance 

may seem to us, it is equally vital in God’s kingdom. Everyone is precious and equal to God – and that is 

what we should try to emulate. It isn’t always easy – and we all find some others challenging at times, but 

just as they are precious to God, so they should be precious to us and we should treat others always with 

respect. 

 

Personal Prayer: Loving God, there have been times when I have felt that I’ve worked harder than others – 

but I know that there have also been times when others have had to cover for me. Give me a balanced 

understanding of what is right and what is fair so that I may never grudge others your generosity – and so 

that I may never be ungrateful for your generosity towards me. Help me to see everyone as my co-worker 

in your kingdom – and may I rejoice at that. Amen.  

 

The words to ‘Go, labour on’ written by Horatius Bonar [1808-1889]. Hymns and Psalms 794  

[I have never come across this hymn before, but it seemed to have apt words for this week] 

1 Go, labour on, spend, and be spent, thy joy to do the Father’s will. 

It is the way the Master went; should not the servant tread it still? 

 

2 Go, labour on, while it is day; the world’s dark night is hastening on. 

Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away, it is not thus that souls are won. 

 

3 Toil on, faint not, keep watch and pray; be wise, the erring soul to win: 

Go forth into the world’s highway, compel the wanderer to come in. 

 

4 Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice; for toil comes rest, for exile home; 

Soon shalt thou hear the bridegroom’s voice, the midnight cry, ‘Behold, I come!’  

Prayers of Intercession:  

Eternal, ever-living, ever-present God – in the struggles and joys of this day we pray: 

For those who are overburdened, weighed down, demoralised; fearful or desolate because of what life has 

thrown at them. God be with them. 

For those engulfed in pain and anguish, facing illness and death. God be with them. 

For those troubled in mind and spirit, who find no peace or calm. God be with them. 



For those alone or lonely, without friend or comfort.  God be with them. 

For those frightened or bewildered, who see no direction or purpose in their lives. God be with 

them. 

Eternal, ever-living God, bless them all in this and every hour – in this and every step of life’s journey.  

We pray in the holy name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

And, Lord, as children of God we pray for those in society who are left standing in the marketplace: the 

long-term unemployed; those who have made mistakes in the past and who are no longer trusted. We 

pray for those relegated to the bottom of the pile – in society and in church. 

We pray for those who are always the last to be remembered in their families and communities.  

We pray for companies with the resources to be generous, with the opportunities to help those on the 

fringes. 

We pray for all those who have lost their jobs over this time of pandemic when so many businesses find 

themselves unable to cope. 

We pray for the Church and for all Christian people that they would draw in those whom others have sent 

away – for so many feel they aren’t generally fairly treated in life. 

Generous God, we entrust to you the first and the last, the rich and the poor, ourselves and all creation. In 

Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen 

 

Illustration [David Adam]: Theodore kept strange accounts. He gave equally and generously to all who 

worked for him. He did not count one person worth more than another. All who were willing and able to 

work were given a whole day’s pay whether they had been asked to work for a day or for an hour. 

It was the same with his relationships – he cared for all equally. Some thought that they clocked up a 

bigger balance for reward and expected to receive more. But Theodore loved all equally – treated all 

equally. Some grumbled about this but in truth they were trying to buy his love and affection when it was 

freely given to all. 

There are always people who grumble. Indeed, the only people Theodore could not help were those who 

chose to turn away from him. Even these he would gladly give to if they allowed him to do so. 

Yes – Theodore kept strange accounts. 

 

Personal Prayer: Lord, help me to step aside from myself – to put the brakes on when I rush towards what 

is best for ‘me’. Help me to care less about my own way, and more about yours. Let me be slow to take 

offence and less needy of approval. Help me to stop measuring myself against others, and to be less 

resentful of those who are more successful. 

Save me from envy. 

Teach me to love. Amen 

 

 

 

Meditation: the Apostle Paul on hearing the saying of Jesus: 

‘Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 

Were they jealous of me, my fellow Apostles? Yes, they probably were at first, and on a human level, who 

can blame them, for they had walked and talked with Jesus before I had even heard the name. They were 

working for his kingdom while I did my best to destroy it. 



I was a latecomer – an upstart – in every sense the least of their number. Yet Jesus called me to faith and 

service, an inheritance among the saints. I didn’t deserve it, not in the slightest, nothing I said or did 

earning his favour. It was grace, pure and simple – his love poured out, generous to a fault. 

But the that true for all of us, isn’t it – each of us saved through faith, not works – through what God has 

done for us rather than us for him. We forget that fact too often, turning the gospel into carrot and stick – 

obedience and reward – a bargain in which, if we keep our side, God must keep his. 

Only there’s no gospel there – no message of hope – quite the opposite, for we’ll get nowhere on merit – 

our just desserts to be feared not welcomed. 

So don’t fret about God’s dealings with others, whether he’s as fair as you’d  like him to be; that is his 

business and no-one else’s. Remember he’s dealt kindly with you – more than you’ve any right to expect – 

and let that be more than enough.  [Nick Fawcett]. 

 

The words to ‘For the fruits of all creation’ written by Fred Pratt Green [1903-2000]. StF 124 

1 For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God; for the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God; 

for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safe-keeping; thanks be to God. 

 

2 In the just reward of labour, God’s will is done; in the help we give our neighbour, God’s will is done; 

in our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God; for the good we all inherit, thanks be to God; 

for the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all, that he has found us, thanks be to God. 

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing: 

May we carry the good news into the wider world. May we go rejoicing in his mercy, for the Lord our God 

is gracious, slow to anger and swift to forgive. 

May we carry this tenderness into all our encounters – this compassion into all our relationships. 

 

And may the blessing of God – our Creator, our Saviour and our Helper – be with us and all whom we love 

this day and forevermore. Amen. 

 


