
Worship at home – 11th October 2020 

Key Scriptures: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Key Themes:  
Each of today’s set readings offer signs of a more harmonious and peaceful way of 
life.  Isaiah 25:1-9 speaks of a great banquet beyond grief and death.  Matthew’s 
gospel (Matthew 22:1-14) invited us to a wedding banquet, and Paul, writing from a 
prison cell offers peace of mind in Christ. 
 
Call to Worship: 
Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice. 
 
Hymn: Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Your Lord and King adore; 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
And triumph evermore; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When He had purged our stains 
He took His seat above; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o’er earth and Heav’n, 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv’n; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Jesus the Judge shall come, 
And take His servants up 
To their eternal home; 
We soon shall hear th’ archangel’s voice; 
The trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

Charles Wesley / John Darwall 

 
Prayers: 
Lord God, faithful and loving, we do not always feel like rejoicing.  Even as we gather 
to worship you, our minds are sometimes distracted and elsewhere, weighed down 
by the burdens of our lives, particularly in these uncertain times.  Help us, in the 



moment, to find it within our hearts to REJOICE in your constancy and loving care for 
us.  People of God, let us rejoice. 
 
Lord God, we never know what the future holds or where life will take us next, 
particularly at the moment.  We never know what is just around the corner and what 
the outcomes of things will be.  But we know that whatever follows on from this 
moment, you are here with us, by our side, above and beneath us, entwining your 
life with ours, surpassing all human understanding.  In this moment, bless us and 
awaken us to your abiding presence. 
Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Eternal God, so often we give up if something goes wrong or doesn’t go our way.  So 
often we are overwhelmed by our own problems that we lose sight of the positives 
and beginnings.  Eternal God, forgive us for our self-centredness, our blindness and 
our deafness and reawaken your Spirit within us. 
Amen. 

Psalm 23 

The Lord Our Shepherd[a] 

23 The LORD is my shepherd; 

    I have everything I need. 
2 He lets me rest in fields of green grass 

    and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water. 
3 He gives me new strength. 

He guides me in the right paths, 

    as he has promised. 
4 Even if I go through the deepest darkness, 

    I will not be afraid, LORD, 

    for you are with me. 

Your shepherd's rod and staff protect me. 

5 You prepare a banquet for me, 

    where all my enemies can see me; 

you welcome me as an honoured guest 

    and fill my cup to the brim. 
6 I know that your goodness and love will be with me all my life; 

    and your house will be my home as long as I live. 

 
Reflection: 

• Of course, this is a well-known psalm. 

• Perhaps some of you even learnt to recite it in school. 

• It is a Psalm of great comfort and hope that even in the valley of death, God 
would not leave us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+23&version=GNT#fen-GNT-15478a


• Through the words of the Psalmist, God promises to be our comfort and 
guide. 

• And he always wants good for us. 

• Over the years many people have written other versions of the Psalm to fit 
different situations. 

• Maybe you might like to have a look and see what you can find. 

• Maybe you might even like to have a go at writing your own version for the 
situation we find ourselves in now. 

• Maybe for some of us Covid-19 the deepest darkness that is spoken of. 

• If you wish to, have a go and see what you come up with. 

• Amen. 
 
 
Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 

The Parable of the Wedding Feast 

22 Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. 2 “The Kingdom of heaven is 

like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. 3 He sent 

his servants to tell the invited guests to come to the feast, but they did not want to 

come. 4 So he sent other servants with this message for the guests: ‘My feast is ready 

now; my steers and prize calves have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come 

to the wedding feast!’ 5 But the invited guests paid no attention and went about their 

business: one went to his farm, another to his store, 6 while others grabbed the 

servants, beat them, and killed them. 7 The king was very angry; so he sent his 

soldiers, who killed those murderers and burned down their city. 8 Then he called his 

servants and said to them, ‘My wedding feast is ready, but the people I invited did 

not deserve it. 9 Now go to the main streets and invite to the feast as many people as 

you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people 

they could find, good and bad alike; and the wedding hall was filled with people. 

11 “The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not wearing 

wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ the 

king asked him. But the man said nothing. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him 

up hand and foot, and throw him outside in the dark. There he will cry and gnash his 

teeth.’” 

Reflection: 

• Another familiar story about the wedding banquet. 

• I want to suggest there are three groups of people in this story, and I wonder 
were you place yourselves. 

• First there are the invited guests. 

• The ones who were invited to the party, but made every excuse not to go. 

• Perhaps Matthew was trying to suggest that these people were like the Jews. 

• Jesus, a Jew, came to the chosen people of God with his talk of a new 
kingdom and a new relationship that supersedes all they had before. 



• But they did not want to know. 

• They made every excuse not to listen and not to open their hearts and minds 
to God’s message. 

• The second group are from the highways and byways, those that have not 
been invited before, those who had been excluded from the party for whatever 
reason. 

• Maybe for Matthew these where the Gentiles, people who were not meant to 
get the Gospel message, and yet they heard, it embraced, it and where 
transformed by it. 

• Then there is the man who was wearing the wrong clothes and who is thrown 
out. 

• I wonder who he might be for Matthew. 

• Perhaps someone who on the surface, does all the right this, accepts the 
invitation and attends the party, but who has missed the point. 

• Someone who has not counted the cost of being a disciple of Christ. 

• Someone who is not willing to follow the ways for Christ. 

• Someone who is not able to clothe themselves in Christ and follow his 
example to love and service others. 

• Here are three groups of people. 

• I wonder which group you would place yourself in. 

• Of course we are all on a Spiritual Journey and we are all at different places 
along it. 

• Also, we might identify with one group today, but a different one in a few 
years’ time. 

• Perhaps there have been times in our lives when we could have stood in any 
or all of the groups. 

• There is no wrong answer it is between you and God. 

• The invitations to God’s party have again been issued. 

• I wonder what you are going to do? 
 

Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession: 
 
O God, we come to pray not for ourselves, but for each other.  For those we know 
and those we don’t, for situations we understand and for those that confound us. 
 
The news tells us of trauma and heartache across the world and we try to grasp the 
intensity of it all. 
Bless, O Lord, all involved in the hurting and the healing. 
 
We hear of death and dying, of grieving and weeping… 
We hear of pain, scarring and disfigurement… 
We hear of anguish and confusion… 
We hear of those in need of help, and those who struggle to find it… 
We hear of the grieving and the sorrowful… 
We hear of the lost and the alone… 
And we know, Lord there are myriad of others known only to you. 
Bless, O Lord, all involved in the hurting and the healing. 



 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick, lonely or in need of our prayers at this 
time, we think particularly of: 
Paul Davies – Seaton 
Pam Lucas – Seaton 
Brain Margetts – Dalwood 
Mary Long - Axminister 
Mary Berry – Dalwood. 
Audrey Hicks – Axminster 
Gill and Geoff Nichols - Axminister 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn:  We have a gospel to proclaim  
 
We have a gospel to proclaim  
Good news for men in all the earth;  
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:  
We sing His glory, tell His worth.  
  
Tell of His birth at Bethlehem,  
Not in a royal house or hall  
But in a stable dark and dim:  
The Word made flesh, a light for all.  
  
Tell of His death at Calvary,  
Hated by those He came to save;  
In lonely suffering on the cross  
For all He loved, His life He gave.  
  
Tell of that glorious Easter morn:  
Empty the tomb, for He was free.  
He broke the power of death and hell  
That we might share His victory.  
  
Tell of His reign at God’s right hand,  
By all creation glorified;  
He sends His Spirit on His Church  
To live for Him, the Lamb who died.  
  
Now we rejoice to name Him King:  
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
This gospel message we proclaim:  
We sing His glory, tell His worth.  
 
 
Blessing: 
We go our separate ways, Lord  -  perhaps with smiles or frowns; with our hopes and 
with fears; with answers but also questions; maybe crying and with heavy hearts; or 



with anxieties, or relief.  We go our separate ways, Lord but we never go alone.  With 
thankful hearts, we share the journey of life with each other and with you.  Be with us 
as we go. 
Amen 


