
2020 8TH NOVEMBER   REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  WORSHIP AT HOME 

Dear Friends, 

A time for us to reflect – a time to commemorate – a time to remember with gratitude – a time to pray for 

peace. In the midst of these difficult times we are living through we need to remember those millions of 

people who had far greater problems to face in time of war. We pray that we meet hard times with such 

fortitude as was shown then. Margaret 

 

Call to Worship: Come, let us turn to God who is with us in all our sorrows, who weeps with us as we 

weep, who binds our wounds, and who lifts our eyes toward the eternal horizon. 

God is with us; let us turn to God and be a people of praise in the story of our lives. Amen 

 

The words to ‘O God our help in ages past’ written by Isaac Watts [1674-1748] Singing the Faith 132 

1 O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 

 

2 Under the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defence is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

 

5 The busy tribes of flesh and blood, with all their cares and fears, 

are carried downward by the flood, and lost in following years. 

 

6 Time, like an ever- rolling stream, bears all its sons away; 

they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

 

7 O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home.  

 

Prayer: Sovereign God, we praise you today for the freedom we enjoy as a nation and as individuals – 

freedom of speech and expression – freedom from war and oppression -a freedom secured at such 

enormous human cost.  

We praise you for those who made such freedom possible, the countless thousands who sacrificed life and 

limb in two World Wars and in subsequent conflicts, leaving homes and loved ones, often to return no 

more. 

We praise you for all who have fought against tyranny, hatred and evil, prepared to sacrifice everything 

rather than allow such forces to hold sway; and we salute their courage shown in the face of danger – their 

dedication to duty – their determination to battle on against all odds. 

We praise you for the peace we enjoy today – a peace which we need to treasure constantly, nurture 

carefully and safeguard always, recognising the price at which it was won. 

We praise you for those today who fight for international freedom and justice – members of UN 

peacekeeping forces in places of continuing tension, striving to maintain democracy, to keep rival factions 

apart, to protect innocent civilians, and to pave the way for a lasting end to hostilities. 



Sovereign God, we praise you today for the freedom we enjoy, and we pray that the day will come when 

there will be no more war, when the nations of the world will live in harmony, and when you will rule over 

all. Until that time, help us to learn the lessons of the past, to remember its sacrifices, and to work as far as 

we are able for peace. 

In Jesus’ precious and holy name we pray. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory. Amen. 

 

A Responsive Reflection: [Extract from ‘Remember War, Make Peace’. Kevin Mayhew] 

Ninety per cent of deaths in modern armed conflict are civilian, half of these are children. So we remember 

today all victims of all wars, past and present. 

Those who suffered or were killed as a result of war.     We remember them. 

Those who suffered or were executed because they refused to kill in war. We remember them. 

All people bereaved because of war.       We remember them 

All those who are refugees because of war.      We remember them. 

Those suffering injury through war.       We remember them. 

People suffering disease through war.      We remember them. 

Children made orphans through war.      We remember them. 

All who became homeless through war.      We remember them. 

Those people starving due to war.       We remember them. 

Those people enduring mental trauma due to war.     We remember them. 

All people made destitute because of war.      We remember them. 

 

God of remembrance, no-one is forgotten in your eyes, whether they are here on earth or with you in 

heaven: the youngest or the oldest; the courageous or the timid; the single person or the family member; 

the able or the disabled. All have played their part in your world and have a place in your kingdom, through 

your grace and their faith. May we long remember all who went before, especially those whose lives were 

cut short through war and those whose efforts have made the rest of us safer. 

We ask this through the one who sacrificed all for us, Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen 

 

Reading from the Gospel of John, chapter 15, verses 9 -17 – taken from New Living Translation Bible 

‘I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my commandments 

you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you 

these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my commandment; 

Love one another in the same way that I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you slaves because a 

master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends since I have told you everything the Father 

told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the 

father will give you anything you ask for, using my name. 

This is my command. Love each other.’ 

 

The words to ‘I Vow to thee my country’ 

I vow to thee my country all earthly things above 

Entire and whole and perfect – the service of my love. 

The love that asks no questions, the love that stands the test, 



That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best. 

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 

 

And there’s another country I’ve heard of long ago, 

Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know. 

We may not count her armies, we may not see her king, 

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering. 

And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 

And her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace. 

 

This patriotic Hymn was written by a British diplomat, Cecil Arthur Spring-Rice GCMG; GCVO[1859-1918] 

when he was the UK Ambassador to USA. During the First World War he was instrumental in organising 

British efforts to end American neutrality and to gain their aid in the fight against fascism. He was a close 

friend of Theodore Roosevelt. Unfortunately, Cecil Spring-Rice didn’t live to see the end of hostilities in 

Europe, dying just a fortnight before his 60th birthday. The hymn is set to music by Gustav Holst. 

Although this is a patriotic hymn, I find it an inspiration to strive to give the best of which I am capable to 

serve God – and the vision of ‘another country’ touches my heart with her ways of gentleness and paths of 

peace. 

 

Prayer of Confession: Loving God, we are reminded today of how easy it is to speak of peace, and of how 

difficult it is to pursue it – how straightforward it sounds to talk of breaking down barriers, yet how 

demanding it is actually to live as peacemakers. Yet we are reminded that this is what you want from us – 

to live in such a way that we heal wounds rather than create them – that we unite rather than divide – that 

we reconcile rather than separate.  

We confess those things within us which make for conflict – pride, greed, envy, intolerance, our nursing of 

petty grievances, our unwillingness to forgive, our preoccupation with self and our lack of time for others. 

So much we are guilty of at times during our lives. 

Lord, rescue us from all that keeps us apart, and put a new spirit within us – a spirit of love and openness, 

acceptance and understanding, healing and reconciliation. 

May the peace for which we pray begin here and now in our hearts, and so may we be instruments of your 

peace, bringing healing to our broken world, and harmony between nations. 

Wherever we have added to the sum of the world’s continuing pain, Lord, forgive us in the name of Christ. 

Amen 

 

Prayer of Intercession:  God of power and mercy, we ask for your blessings on our service personnel in two 

world wars and in the countless conflicts around the world in support of democracy; in defence of the 

realm and on peace-keeping missions.  

At this time we remember those who gave their lives to keep us safe and those who were injured in the 

line of duty. We remember the loved ones of those who died – and we remember those who were maimed 

over the years, including today. We ask especially that those we remember are at peace in your eternal 

kingdom and are remembered not just once a year but are in our hearts and minds throughout the year. 

 

Almighty God, we remember especially the allied forces in two world wars, as well as those who fell in 

more recent conflicts including the Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan. We remember individuals among our 

friends, our families and from our community. We salute the bravery that took them far from home and 

acknowledge the grief of loved ones back home. May we always remember; never forget. 

Through Christ’s holy name we pray. Amen 



Remembrance Sunday – a comment: Strictly speaking, Remembrance Sunday doesn’t form part of the 

Christian Year, but it features somewhere in the landscape of the Second Sunday in November for almost 

every Christian community. It is arguably a difficult occasion as the generations feel differently.  

For the older generation – and for anyone connected with the armed forces – it is a major event when 

many memories are awakened and when there needs to be sensitivity shown. On the other hand many of 

the younger generation feel it is outside their experience and so of limited relevance. If pressed, they 

might argue that it would be better to concentrate our energies on working for future peace rather than 

hark back to past conflicts. 

Nowadays, the two world wars are part of the history curriculum for most youngsters – and indeed the 

only people who were alive during the 1st World War would have been young children and over 102 today. 

However there have been many conflicts in the intervening years, with major military deployments in 

Ulster, the Falklands, the Gulf War, the Balkans and Afghanistan, raising issues which many want to 

highlight. 

Strong views may be held about them, but Remembrance Sunday is neither an opportunity to glamourise 

or glorify militarism and conflict, nor a platform from which to deliver a pacifist manifesto. 

Whatever one’s legitimate personal opinions this is not the time to air them – it is best to commemorate 

those who stood up to be counted when the need was there and who gave of their best, not counting the 

cost. In gratitude we honour them. 

Perhaps too we should focus on the fact that at the root of all conflict is sinful human nature. We may 

laugh at children’s squabbles, but fail to recognise the childishness of many disputes among adults – even 

the Church has engaged in petty conflict at times. 

Only the peace of Christ ruling our lives can overcome our natural tendencies, so as well as the primary 

focus of remembering all those who have died or been dreadfully injured physically or mentally as a result  

of military conflict, let us think  about relationships, both interpersonal and international. 

 

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 

Let us remember before God and commend to his love men and women of all nations who have died as a 

result of tyranny or war; those we have known and whose memories we treasure. 

 

We remember all who have given their lives in the service of humankind, all who have given their lives for 

freedom, justice and the hope of peace. 

 

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; 

age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

We will remember them. 

 

When you go home remind them of us and say 

‘For your tomorrow we gave our today.’ 

 

Almighty and most loving God, you give life and life eternal to all who seek to show your love and to bring 

in your peace. We ask your blessing upon all whom we remember this day. In you, O God, may they know 

the peace that passes all understanding and the love that knows no end; through him who lived and died 

for us Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 



Act of Commitment: 

To remember the past is to commit ourselves to the future. 

To remember war is to commit ourselves to peace. 

To remember violence and tyranny is to commit ourselves to peace, 

Let us promise to strive for peace in our world starting in our hearts and in our homes. 

Let us promise to build peace into our community, our neighbourhood, 

Our country and our world. 

 

THE PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love. 

Where there is injury, let us bring forgiveness. 

Where there is doubt, let us offer faith. 

Where there is darkness, let us bring light. 

Where there is despair, let us offer hope. 

And where there is sadness, let us bring joy. 

For it is giving that we receive; 

It is in forgiving that we are forgiven; 

And in dying that we are born again to eternal life.  

 

The Words to: ‘For the healing of the nations’ written by Fred Kaan [1929-2009] Singing the Faith 696 

1 For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

2 Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase. 

 

3 All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

4 You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that by our response and service earth its destiny may find.  

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing:  

The Lord lead you from death to life – from falsehood to truth. 

May he lead you from despair to hope and from fear to trust. 

May he lead you from hatred to love and from war to peace. 

Let the peace of God fill your hearts, your world, your universe. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and your loved ones now 

and always. Amen  


