
Worship at home – 12th September 2021 
Key Scriptures: Mark 8:27-38 
 
Key Themes:  
This week we explore the risks and rewards of following Jesus. 
 
Call to Worship: 
You don’t call us to sit doing mothing.  You want us to be on the move; taking risks to 
change our world and save our lives. 
Help us, to draw close to you, to be ready to listen.  Then to act. 
Amen.  

Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised. 

1 O Jesus, I have promised  
To serve thee to the end;  
Be thou forever near me,  
My Master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle  
If thou art by my side,  
Nor wander from the pathway  
If thou wilt be my guide.  

2 O let me feel thee near me!  
The world is ever near:  
I see the sights that dazzle,  
The tempting sounds I hear.  
My foes are ever near me,  
Around me and within;  
But, Jesus, draw thou nearer,  
And shield my soul from sin.  

3 O let me hear thee speaking  
In accents clear and still,  
Above the storms of passion,  
The murmurs of self-will.  
O speak to reassure me,  
To hasten or control;  
O speak, and make me listen,  
Thou guardian of my soul. 

4 O Jesus, thou hast promised  
To all who follow thee 
That where thou art in glory  
There shall thy servant be.  
And, Jesus, I have promised  
To serve thee to the end;  
O give me grace to follow, 
My Master and my friend.  



Prayers: Adoration: 
Most merciful and gracious God, we offer you our heartfelt love and praise because 
you Son, Jesus Christ, was willing to risk everything for the whole world.  Even for 
us.  We come to worship you, earnestly seeking your will for us – however risky that 
might be, you are worth it. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
‘Who is Jesus?’ 
For the times I have been asked this question, and have struggled to give an 
answer: 
Forgive me, Lord and give me your words to speak. 
For the times I have been ashamed to acknowledge you: 
Forgive me, Lord and grant me courage. 
For the times I considered only human concerns, and not God’s: 
Forgive me, Lord and widen my horizons. 
For the times I saw opportunities to take risks for God but looked the other way 
through fear or indecision: 
Forgive me, Lord, and build up my confidence in you. 
For the times I only take the chocolates I like out of the box. 
Forgive me, Lord, and make me whole, ready to do your good will. 
Amen 
 
Assurance of forgiveness: 
We have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  The same Jesus who took 
up his cross and died for our sins.  The same Jesus who looks on us now with love 
and intercedes on our behalf. 
Open our hearts to receive your forgiveness and blessing, Lord. 
Amen. 

Psalm 116:1-9 

Psalm 116 
1 I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; 
    he heard my cry for mercy. 
2 Because he turned his ear to me, 
    I will call on him as long as I live. 
3 The cords of death entangled me, 
    the anguish of the grave came over me; 
    I was overcome by distress and sorrow. 
4 Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
   “Lord, save me!” 
5 The Lord is gracious and righteous; 
    our God is full of compassion. 
6 The Lord protects the unwary; 
    when I was brought low, he saved me. 
7 Return to your rest, my soul, 
    for the Lord has been good to you. 
8 For you, Lord, have delivered me from death, 
    my eyes from tears, 



    my feet from stumbling, 
9 that I may walk before the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
 
Reading: Mark 8:27-38 - Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah 
 
27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the 
way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” 
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
Jesus Predicts His Death 
31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must 
be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind 
me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 
human concerns.” 
The Way of the Cross 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants 
to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and 
for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone 
is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy 
angels.” 
 
Meditation: Risks and rewards – the voice of Peter. 

The miracles had come in thick and fast.  People had gathered from far and wide to 

listen to the stories, to have demons sent packing and for loved ones to receive 

healing.  We had watched from a distance.  Those of us that he had called asked to 

walk with him.  That was until now.  Now the gloves were off, and we journeyed into 

the villages around Caesarea Philippi, he asked us each, to play our hands. 

“Who do people say I am” he asked us. We didn’t know what to say, we knew that 

whatever we said would probably be wrong.  And people were saying so many 

things, John the Baptist, back from the dead, or perhaps Elijah or one of the other 

prophets.  Yet, he pressed us again and again, “who do you say I am”. 

I draw a deep breathe, I had need sensing for a while now, that this was no ordinary 

man.  After all, who could really feed five thousand people, with just five small loaves 

and two five.  And who could walk and water and calm the stormy sea.  Impalas got 

the better of me, emotion overtook my soul and before I really know what I was 

saying, it was out.  “You are the Christ” I blurted out, and he smiled, his know kind of 

smile, and for that moment I had clarity of understand. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+8%3A27-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24536a


But it didn’t last long, as he began to explain all that would happen him, by vision 

cloudy over once, and panic set in.  He told us that he would suffer many things, 

rejection, persecution, imprisonment and even death.  He told us that his enemies 

would rise, and he that he would offer no defence.   

I criticised him strongly, for in my head I had already crowned him king and 

visualised him taking back our city by force and reclaiming all we had lost.  But his 

plans and times were different to mine, and he didn’t hesitate to tell me.  “All you 

think about are earthy things” he said “you do not know the mind of God.  Get out of 

my way” I was devastated.  How could I have got it so badly wrong, and only 

seconds before hand, I thought I had got it so right.   

He didn’t leave it there, he expanded on risks and rewards of following him.  

Whoever saves his life would loss it, and whoever, lost their life for the sake of the 

gospel would be saved.  Everyone that wanted to be counted as him would need to 

the deny themselves, pick up their cross and follow him.  He never promised it would 

be easy, in fact the opposite was true.  He offered pain and humiliation in this life in 

exchange to life eternal with him.  He said that those who were ashamed of him and 

his words, would be discarded when the Son of Man returned in glory. 

This was the turning point.  From here there was no turning back.  This was the 

moment we were asked to count the cost.  To investigate our very souls and ask 

ourselves, whether or not we were willing to follow.  To pick up the crosses, 

whatever they maybe and risk it all for him and gospel of truth. 

Pause for thought: 

• Caesarea Philippi, built by Philip in honour of Emperor Augustus, was a long 
way from Galilee. 

• Here Jesus and his disciples escape the crowd briefly and grab the chance to 
talk. 

• There are lots of views of Jesus ‘out there’, but Jesus wants to know what the 
twelve disciples think. 

• Like a shot Peter says ‘you are the Christ or the Messiah. 

• Jesus doesn’t want them to tell anyone about.  Why? 

• Because the title had connotations of a warrior king, and that is not what 
Jesus has in mind at all. 

• So, he begins to talk about death, but Peter is having none of it, dying is not 
part of the Messiah’s job description; surly Jesus has got his wires crossed. 

• Of Course, Peter is rebuked by Jesus as this warrior king image is not what 
he envisages at all. 

• God’s reign is not built on the bodies of his enemies, but on the suffering and 
death of his Son, Jesus. 

• He follows this up by teaching them about the cross, not his cross, but the one 
they will be expected to pick up when they follow him. 

• The disciples see the Messiah’s mission only in terms of glory, but Jesus 
explains it in terms of suffering, death and sacrifice. 

• There is a distinct choice, follow the ways of the world, or follow the ways of 
God. 

• Act in the ways of the hate or in the ways of love. 



• I hope and pray that none of us will ever have to count the cost of discipleship 
in the terms of life and death. 

• But we may be asked to sacrifice something for others, maybe our time, 
talents, hopes or dreams. 

• God wants is to show the kingdom values in our everyday lives. 

• I wonder as we begin this new Methodist year, if God is asking you to offer 
yourself again. 

• Maybe there is something you are being asked to do, that might come at cost 
to you. 

• How might you or I respond to the question Jesus asked. 

• ‘Who do you say I am’ 

• And if we answer as Peter did, what does that look like for us, and what might 
be asked to sacrifice along the way? 

Amen. 
 

Intercessions: 
God, our wisdom and our truth, we bring you our words: the words of those in 
authority: words that legislate; pass judgment; persuade; make promises.   
We pray for those in Government and leadership roles across the world, particularly 
in places where there is conflict, help those leaders to speak, peace, justice, and 
compassion for all. 
Word of life, take our words: and speak through them. 
 
God, our wisdom and our truth, we bring you, our words; the words of those 
expressing care: words that comfort, heal, bring hope, make affirmations of love. 
Word of life, take our words: and speak through them. 
 
God, our wisdom and our truth, we bring you, our words; the words of those who 
follow Christ, words of faith, compassion, commitment, reaching out in reconciliation. 
Word of life, take our words: and speak through them. 
 
God, our wisdom and our truth, we bring you, our words; the words of those who tell 
others of your gospel; words of friendship; witness; invitation; offering salvation. 
Word of life, take our words: and speak through them. 
 
Sarah and Brain Margates – Dalwood 
Gill and Geoff Nicholas – Axminister.        
In the name of Christ, your Word made flesh. 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Take my life and let it be - Chris Tomlin 

Take my life and let it be consecrated to Thee 

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee 

Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee 



Take my silver and my gold, not a might would I withhold 
Take my intellect and use every power as You choose 

Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 

Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne 
Take my love, my Lord I pour at Your feet, it's treasure store 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for Thee 

Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
(Take my life, Lord, take my life, take all of me) 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: Kelly / Lloyd Webber / Steinberg 

Take My Life lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd. 

 
Blessing: 
Loving God, we commit to following you this week into corners of the community we 
usually prefer to ignore.  Help us to pray and speak and act for change. 
Amen 
 

 


