
WORSHIP AT HOME – 19TH SEPTEMBER 2021 – TRUE EQUALITY 

 

Dear friends, 

As always I hope you are well and moving on into enjoying the autumn. Whatever is happening, and 

however we feel, we do know that God is with us in his compassion. Knowing that, we can take each day as 

a blessing and never squander our time. 

Our theme today explores questions about fairness and equality in our relationships and in our churches. 

Let us celebrate God’s generosity and how it often goes beyond our human concepts of fairness. 

Every blessing to you all.  Margaret  

Call to worship: God calls the strong and the weak – the grateful and the grumblers – those who have 

much to give and those who have little. 

He calls us, so come and worship the Lord whose generosity is beyond words and whose love binds us all 

together. 

 

Lord Jesus, sometimes it is hard when those who seem undeserving are given as much as those who 

deserve the best. But, Lord, we trust you to give each of us everything that we need, and we offer 

ourselves in your service to give others all that we can in your name. Amen. 

 

Gracious God, we offer our hands to do your work – we offer our hearts to pray for your world – we offer 

our gifts to be used in your service – we offer our lives to be changed by your Spirit – and we offer our 

thanks for all that you have done for us. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Glorious things of Thee are spoken’ written by John Newton [1725-1807] StF 748 

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our God; 

he whose word cannot be broken formed thee for his own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 

2 See! The streams of living waters, springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters, and all fear of want remove; 

who can faint while such a river ever flows their thirst to assuage – 

grace which, like the Lord the giver, never fails from age to age. 

 

3 Saviour, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am, 

let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name. 

Fading are our worldly pleasures, all their boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasures none but Zion’s children know. 

 

 

Prayers: We thank you, gracious God, that you have work for each of us to do in the furtherance of your 

kingdom. Grant us each the integrity to do our work to the best of our ability rather than compare 

ourselves with others, and to rejoice that, with you, all are needed and all are valued in your sight. We pray 

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Forgive us, Lord of love, for those times when we are the first to take and the last to give; when we are first 

in  the queue for the best things but not always so quick to say thank you for all that we have; and forgive 

us for those times when we are the first to complain that things aren’t fair, yet slow to be grateful for all 

that we have been given. Forgive us and help us. Amen. 



A personal prayer: Loving God, there have been times when I have felt that I have worked harder than 

others – but there have also been times when I know that others have had to cover for me. 

Give me a balanced understanding of what is right and what is fair, that I may never begrudge others your 

generosity and never be ungrateful for your generosity towards me, but may I see everyone as my co-

worker in your kingdom and rejoice. Amen 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Jonah 3:10 – 4:11:  

And when God saw that the people of Nineveh had put a stop to their evil ways, he abandoned his plan to 

destroy them, and didn’t carry it through. 

This change of plans made Jonah very angry. He complained to the Lord about it. “This is exactly what I 

thought you’d do, Lord, when I was there in my own country and you first told me to come here. That is 

why I ran away to Tarshish. For I knew you were a gracious God, merciful, slow to get angry, and full of 

kindness; I knew how easily you could cancel your plans for destroying these people. Please kill me, Lord; 

I’d rather be dead than alive when nothing that I told them happens” 

Then the Lord said: ‘Is it right to be angry about this?’  

So Jonah went out and sat sulking on the east side of the city, and he made a leafy shelter to shade him as 

he waited there to see if anything would happen to the city. And when the leaves of the shelter withered 

in the heat, the Lord arranged for a vine to grow up quickly and spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head 

to shade him. This made him comfortable and very grateful. 

But God also prepared a worm! The next morning the worm ate through the stem of the plant so that it 

withered away and died. Then, when the sun was hot, God ordered a scorching wind to blow on Jonah, and 

the sun beat down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. For he said: “To die is better than 

this!” 

And God said to Jonah: ‘Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?’ 

“Yes,” said Jonah, “it is: it is right for me to angry enough to die!” 

Then the Lord said: ‘You feel sorry for yourself when your shelter is destroyed, though you did no work to 

put it there, and it is, at best, short-lived. And why shouldn’t I feel sorry for a great city like Nineveh with its 

120,000 people in utter spiritual darkness, and all its cattle?’ 

 

Matthew 20: 1-16: 

Here is another illustration of the Kingdom of Heaven. The owner of an estate went out early one morning 

to hire workers for his harvest field. He agreed to give them £20 a day and sent them out to work. 

A couple of hours later he was passing a hiring hall and saw some men standing around waiting for jobs, so 

he sent them also into his fields, telling them he would pay them whatever was right at the end of the day. 

At noon and again at around three o’clock in the afternoon he did the same thing. 

At five o’clock that evening he was in town again and saw some more men standing around and asked 

them: ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ 

‘Because no-one hired us,’ they replied. 

‘Then go on out and join the others in the fields,’ he told them. 

That evening he told the paymaster to call the men in and pay them, beginning with the last men first. 

When the men hired at five 0’clock were paid, each received £20 so when the men hired earlier came to 

get theirs, they assumed they would get much more. But they, too, were paid £20. 



They protested. ‘Those fellows worked only one hour, and yet you’ve paid them as much as those of us 

who worked all day in the scorching heat.’ 

‘Friend,’ he answered one of them, ‘I did you no wrong! Didn’t you agree to work all day for £20? Take it 

and go. It is my desire to pay all the same; is it against the law to give away my money if I want to? Should 

you be angry because I am kind?’ 

And so it is that the last shall be first, and the first, last. 

 

The words to ‘Let him to whom we now belong’ written by Charles Wesley [1707-1788]  HP 698 

1 Let him to whom we now belong, his sovereign right assert, 

And take up every thankful song and every loving heart. 

 

2 He justly claims us for his own, who bought us with a price; 

The Christian lives to Christ alone; to Christ alone he dies. 

 

3 Jesus, thine own at last receive, fulfil our hearts’ desire, 

And let us to thy glory live, and in thy cause expire. 

 

4 Our souls and bodies we resign; with joy we render thee 

Our all, no longer ours, but thine to all eternity. 

 

Comment: 

There is a wonderful openness in the way the Bible records people’s relationships with God – warts and all. 

In today’s reading from Jonah we found the prophet sulking, angry and resentful that the enemies of his 

own people should be let off the total annihilation that he considers they deserve. He almost spits the 

words at God. he quoted from the psalms he knew and made it quite clear that he found God’s qualities of 

compassion and gracious understanding exceedingly irritating in this circumstance! 

If we are honest with ourselves, we know that we’ve all been there – when our righteous indignation 

makes us boil and we take it out on someone whom we know, deep down, that we can trust. 

God doesn’t rush to defend himself against Jonah’s attack. He knows where his prophet is coming from 

and, as Susan Sayers puts it: ‘he loves this angry ball of resentment just as much as ever. He gives him time, 

a little comfort, and a little experience which enables him to see things from God’s point of view.  

That is quite typical of the way God treats us too, so it’s worth looking out for that the next time we feel 

self-righteously angry. 

What Jonah had missed – a point which we also often forget, - is that God doesn’t only love and care for 

the people we think deserve it. We may have lines of demarcation – God does not. We may tend to label 

those whom we consider are deserving and those who are decidedly not – but that is not God’s way.  

Our demarcations bring anger God’s way – and that was seen so clearly when Jesus was seen to be living 

God’s way out in practice – much to the disgust of the religious leaders who thought they knew better – 

they knew how a prophet ought to behave – they knew with whom he should spend his time and those 

whom he should shun. 

Time and again in his teaching, Jesus tries to help us grasp something of the nature of God’s loving which is 

so much wider and more far-reaching than we seem to understand. 

This parable of the hired workmen is a case in point. The first lot were happy to agree a day’s wage for the 

job in hand – but they couldn’t cope with the boss being generous to those who didn’t start work till late in 

the day. Naturally, they didn’t complain, but those who were after them in the line to the paymaster did! 

They resented what they saw as a raw deal – and if the only basis for reckoning in life is on an hourly rate, 

perhaps they had a point. 



But the owner looked at it quite differently and he saw the holistic needs of all those men in the 

marketplace, waiting to be hired. This is what God sees – he sees all people with their needs and is 

concerned to provide for all.  

When we see God’s generosity to others it is not up to us to quibble or to question. Instead of cleaving to 

our view of the suitability of those receiving his generosity we should rejoice with the angels at the 

amazing love of our God. 

 

Prayers:  

Lord, as children of God we bring to you the needs of our world. 

We pray for those in society who are left standing in the market-place – for the long-time unemployed – 

for those who have made mistakes in the past and who are no longer trusted. We pray for those relegated 

to the bottom of the pile in society and in the church. 

We pray for those who are always the last to be remembered in their families and in their communities. 

We pray for the companies with the resources to be generous and to realise opportunities to help those on 

the fringes. 

We pray for the Church and for Christian people that they would draw in those whom others have sent 

away. 

We pray for all those who feel that they have been unfairly treated in life. 

Generous God, we entrust to you the first and the last – the rich and the poor – ourselves and all creation – 

and we ask this in the precious and holy name of Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Meditation of Paul the Apostle [Nick Fawcett] for Paul was always aware of the grace of God which had 

saved him. 

‘Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ [Matthew 20:15] 

 

Were they jealous of me, my fellow Apostles?  Yes, they probably were at first – and on a human level, 

who can blame them, for they had walked and talked with Jesus before I had even heard the name. They 

were working for his kingdom while I did my best to destroy it. I was a latecomer – an upstart – in every 

sense the least of their number – yet Jesus called me to faith and service, and inheritance among the 

saints. I didn’t deserve it, not in the slightest, nothing I said or did earning his favour. 

It was grace, pure and simple, his love poured out, generous to a fault. But then, that’s true for us all, isn’t 

it, each of us saved through faith, not works; through what God has done for us rather than us for him.  

We forget that fact too often, turning the gospel into carrot and stick, obedience and reward – a bargain in 

which, if we keep our side, God must keep his. Only there’s no gospel there – no message of hope – quite 

the opposite for we’ll get nowhere on our own merit – our just desserts to be feared, not welcomed. 

So don’t fret about God’s dealings with others, whether he’s as fair as you’d like him to be: that is his 

business, no-one else’s. 

Remember he has dealt kindly with you, more than you’ve any right to expect – and let that be more than 

enough. 

 

 

Illustration [David Adam]: 

When John Wesley was sailing to America he witnessed the keelhauling of a member of the crew for an 

offence committed aboard ship. 

This was a particularly cruel form of punishment as it meant being tied to a rope, thrown overboard, drawn 

under the vessel and out the other side. There was always the chance that you might drown or perish in 



some other way – certainly your skin would be ripped to shreds by the barnacles clinging to the underside 

of the ship. 

The captain said to John Wesley as they watched, ‘You see, Mr Wesley, I never forgive.’ 

It was not for John Wesley to question the captain’s power of command but he could and did question that 

statement. He replied, ‘Then, sir, I hope that you never sin!’ 

 

The words to ‘Take my life and let it be’ written by Frances Ridley Havergal [1836-1879] StF 566 

1Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

2 Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; 

take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee. 

 

4 Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

5 Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart – it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be ever, only all for thee. 

 

Closing  Prayer: 

May the generosity of God challenge and inspire you to include all in your prayers, 

to invite all to your table 

and ensure that all are treated 

with dignity, fairness and respect. Amen 

 

Loving God, send us out in the name of Christ; 

fill us with your love and mercy. 

By your Holy Spirit enable us to live and so to speak 

 that your love and joy may flow into every corner of life. 

We go in your name. 

We go in your love. 

We go for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 


