
WORSHIP AT HOME – 17TH OCTOBER 2021 

Dear Friends, 

Our readings today offer us signs of a more peaceful and harmonious way of life. Psalm 23 is well-loved - 

Matthew’s gospel tells us it is like being invited to a wedding feast. We mustn’t get too carried away, 

however -it still includes the wrath of God– and the possibility of being thrown out if you don’t wear the 

right clothes [Matthew]. The reading from the Epistles for this lectionary is from Philippians 4:1-9 and is 

centred on the peace of God. As always, I hope that you are all well and finding life more amenable as we 

get used to fewer restrictions.  

With every blessing – Margaret  

Call to worship: Lord God, faithful and loving, we do not always feel like rejoicing. Even as we come to 

worship you our minds are sometimes distracted and elsewhere, weighed down by the burdens of our 

lives. Help us, within this moment, to find it in our hearts to rejoice in your constancy and loving care for 

us. People of God – let us rejoice. Amen. 

 

Lord God, we never know what the future holds or where life will take us next. We never know what is 

round the corner and what the outcomes of things will be. 

But we do know that whatever follows on from this moment, you are here with us, by our side – above and 

beneath us, entwining your life with ours – surpassing all human understanding. 

In this moment, bless us and awaken us to your abiding presence. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘The Lord’s my shepherd’  - the words of psalm 23 as found in the Scottish Psalter and set 

to the tune Crimond. Melody possibly by Jessie Seymour Irvine [1836-1887] and harmonised by William 

McKie [1901-1984]. Singing the faith 480 

1 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still. 

 

4 My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost anoint with oil, and my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, 

and in God’s house for evermore my dwelling place shall be. 

 

Prayers: 

Eternal and everlasting God, you came to our world in Christ, sharing our humanity. 

You come to us each day through your Holy Spirit, sharing in our every experience. 

So now we come to you to share together in fellowship with you and with one another. 

Open our eyes to your presence and open our lives to your grace and power. 

We come to acknowledge that you are sovereign over all – to recognise your goodness and to declare your 

mighty works. 

We come to you in awe and wonder – to bring our worship – to bring ourselves, all that we are and do – to 

bring our world before you. 



We come to seek your forgiveness for our many faults for we are truly sorry for all the times when we have 

said or done anything which has hurt another – and so hurt you, Lord. 

WE thank you for your measureless mercy and pardon. 

We come to you, seeking your strength, your guidance and your will. 

We come to you to read your word, to listen for your voice and ask you to help us to discern your purpose. 

We come offering our discipleship – our gifts, talents and abilities, committing all we have once again to 

your service. 

Lord, capture our imaginations – kindle our hearts – fill our whole being – so that we might come to you 

this day and every day seeking new insights, learning new truths, experiencing new blessings and expecting 

new wonders. 

Lord God, come afresh to us now as we worship – renew our commitment and vision – renew our faith – 

renew our love. 

Open our eyes to your presence and open our lives to your grace and power for we ask it through the 

precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord: 

Who taught his friends and followers to say together: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PHILIPPIANS 4: 1-9: 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, dear friends! 

I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my 

true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along 

with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always – I will say it again: rejoice! 

Let your gentleness be evident to all, the Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God 

which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy  - think about such things. Whatever you 

have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will 

be with you. 

 

Matthew 22: 1-14: 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 

wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet  to tell 

them to come, but they refused to come. 

Then he sent some more servants and said, “tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 

dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 

banquet.” 

But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his 

servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 

murderers and burned their city. 

Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 

So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” So the servants went out into the 



streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was 

filled with guests. 

But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 

clothes. He asked, “how did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” the man was speechless. 

Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside into the darkness where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

    

Thoughts on the readings: 

Our readings started really with the hymn The Lord is my Shepherd for it echoes a sense of all being well in 

God’s company, even at those bad times when we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death – 

even when we feel that life is dark. God has prepared a banquet for his loved ones as a feast of celebration 

in full view of those who may mean us harm. The banquet emphasises their pointlessness and God’s 

complete victory over all. 

In coming to the reading from the Letter to the Philippians we find that Paul was able to talk about 

rejoicing in the same breath as suffering. He had trusted God - and he had found with relief and joy that 

when the chips were down, God was constant and faithful. In that case, all the time spent worrying 

anxiously about what might happen is obviously a waste of time. Paul suggested that instead of filling our 

heads with anxious thoughts we would do better to spend our time thinking on all that is wonderful and 

which lifts our spirits. We can rejoice in whatever is noble, right, pure, admirable, excellent and 

praiseworthy. What he suggested all those years ago is just as right for us now. 

It is so easy to slip into the habit of worrying and complaining, rather than rejoicing. At those moments of 

relief and joy after we have come through a dark patch, or dealt with a difficult set of circumstances, we 

might promise ourselves that we’ll never grumble or worry again. Just then we are full of thankfulness – 

but unfortunately it often doesn’t last long and we slip back into ‘worry mode’ again. 

Yet what a lot we miss when we fail to rejoice – even when things aren’t too good. Rejoicing is really a 

result of trusting God to be the shelter in the storm – and truly believing that he will not let us come to 

ultimate harm – so in the long run, we have nothing to fear if only we will trust him. 

Then – the parable about the wedding feast. Here again rejoicing and celebration with God are highlighted 

as this happens even in the face of violent opposition and rejection. 

We can all count ourselves among the guests who have accepted the invitation once it was thrown open to 

anyone – even if seemingly walking in the other direction – whether we have lived a good or a bad life in 

the past.  

And what a celebration, stretched as it is over all time and space, heaven and earth. We can savour all the 

rejoicing before we come to the next section of the story. 

Wedding garments would have been provided, free of charge – so it would seem that the guest who had 

decided not to wear his was a deliberate insult. He preferred to remain in the filthy rags of his old life. 

Jesus wants his hearers to be under no illusion here. If we accept the honour of a place at the banquet we 

are obliged to accept also the grace which will renew and transform us. Continuing to live with our former 

outlook, attitudes and behaviour is not on – and would place us alongside those who have chosen to reject 

the invitation. 

Being part of God’s family is a privilege – it also carries responsibility and a willingness to change. 

 

Words to ‘For the healing of the nations’ written by Fred Kaan [1929-2009] Singing the Faith 696 

1 For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love and action help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

2 Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release, 



that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how, through care and goodness, fear will die and hope increase. 

 

3 All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race, or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

4 You, Creator-God, have written your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that by our response and service earth its destiny may find. 

 

 

Prayers: 

God calls us and prepares a banquet for us – a joy and celebration. We are called and need to respond. 

Loving God, your call comes to us in different ways and at different times, but come it inevitably does – the 

call to faith, repentance and commitment – the call to sacrifice our time, our energy, our money – the call 

to explore new forms of service and positions of responsibility – the call to take up our cross and follow 

Jesus. 

You call us to things we enjoy – and to duties which demand much; to responsibilities that are a pleasure, 

and to work that is hard; to tasks that ask little from 7us, and to love which is costly. 

You call us when your will is clear, and when it is hard to fathom – you call us through special moments 

when your word comes directly, and through more mundane times when it comes to us through the 

ordinary circumstances of life. 

Help us to hear your voice when you speak, and to understand what you are asking of us. 

Teach us to respond readily rather than to hide from your challenge; to serve gladly rather than from any 

sense of duty or expectation . 

You tell us to be your hands and your feet, continuing the ministry of your Son Jesus Christ. You ask us – 

through our caring and sharing – our loving and listening – our accepting and understanding; to bring hope, 

healing, strength and encouragement to a broken and hurting world. 

Loving God – your call comes to us in different ways and at different times, but come it does. Help us to 

accept your call gladly, knowing that, whatever you ask of us, you will give us the strength to do it. 

Help us to hear your voice and give us the faith to respond. 

We ask it in the name of our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Many are called but few are chosen. [Matthew 22:14] 

Meditation of a listener to Jesus’ parable of the banquet: 

It troubles me, that parable of his, about many being called but few chosen, for which am I: the first or the 

last? 

I can’t quite grasp whether it’s about promise or threat, reassurance or warning. 

For one moment everyone was invited to the banquet, good or bad – and the next this poor guy was 

singled out and thrown into darkness, simply for not wearing the right outfit?! 

What does it mean? 

And does it mean me? 

I know this at least, that God has called and I want to respond; that his people, in time, will feast in his 

kingdom – and I want to be among their number. 

But will I pass the test or be found wanting – be deemed a guest or impostor? 

Wait! I get it now! It’s about not simply turning up for the party but truly sharing in the occasion; about 

getting into the mood and responding with body, heart and soul. 



That poor man they carted off – he just followed the crowd, having no idea what he was getting into, or 

why. And when it comes to God, you can’t just do that, copying what others do – it has to be your decision 

showing itself in your life. He wants you to put on what he provides – clothes of righteousness, pleasing in 

his sight. He wants you to seek after what is true, just, pure and commendable – and to think always on 

such things. 

Strive to make those your own end and, rest assured, you will be his own, welcomed at his table – not just 

called but chosen.  

 

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to taste your love and receive your mercy. Thank you for preparing 

a table for us in your Father’s house at which, one day, we may sit and share with you for all eternity. Help 

us to respond, not passing the opportunity by, but signifying our desire to celebrate with you. And help us 

to do so – not because others are doing the same, or because it’s expected of us, or out of idle curiosity – 

but joyfully receiving what you so freely offer. 

Teach us that when we make our choice, you make yours. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Come, sinners, to the gospel feast’ written by Charles Wesley [1707-1788] StF 401 

1 Come, sinners to the gospel feast, let every soul be Jesu’s guest; 

you need not one be left behind, for God has called all humankind. 

 

2 Sent by my Lord, on you I call, the invitation is to all; 

come all the world and witness how all things in Christ are ready now. 

 

3 Come, all you souls by sin oppressed, you restless wanderers after rest, 

you poor, and maimed, and sick and blind, in Christ a hearty welcome find. 

 

4 His love is mighty to compel; his conquering love consent to feel; 

yield to his love’s resistless power, and fight against your God no more. 

 

5 See him set forth before your eyes; behold the bleeding sacrifice! 

His offered benefits embrace, and freely now be saved by grace. 

 

6 This is the time, no more delay! This is the Lord’s accepted day; 

Come in, this moment, at his call, and live for him who died for all. 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Loving Father, full of compassion, 

Merciful Saviour, full of grace, 

Life-giving Spirit, full of power, 

Sovereign God, full of majesty, 

Fill our hearts, minds and souls, and send us out to build your kingdom, for your name’s sake. Amen 


