
WORSHIP AT HOME FOR 24TH OCTOBER 2021 

Dear friends, 

Once again we come together to worship through the medium of written text. I find it a privilege to be able 

to produce this on three weeks out of four – and it also provides me with a focus each week which is 

always good. Deacon Becky and I hope that you also find it of value each week – but if the time has come 

that you feel you no longer need its support, please contact me. We aim to continue as long as is possible. 

As always, with every blessing – Margaret. 

Call to worship: Wherever we are just now, let us join our hearts and minds together, as so many have 

done before us, bringing prayers of praise and thanksgiving – listening to the Holy Spirit among us and 

learning more of our God and saviour. We gather in this way through Christ’s name for we long to see 

more clearly what it means to be his disciples. 

And so we approach our God with open hearts and receptive minds, putting aside the things of yesterday 

and the worries that so often tie us up unnecessarily. 

We approach our God, sharing our hopes and sorrows with one who understands us and loves us 

completely. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Hills of the north, rejoice’ written by Charles Ernest Oakley [1832-1865] StF 172  

1 Hills of the north, rejoice, river and mountain-spring,  

hark to the advent voice; valley and lowland, sing,  

Christ comes in righteousness and love, he brings salvation from above. 

 

2 Isles of the southern seas, sing to the listening earth; 

carry on every breeze hope of a world’s new birth; 

in Christ shall all be made anew; his word is sure, his promise true. 

 

3 Lands of the east, arise! He is your brightest morn, 

greet him with joyous eyes, let praise his path adorn; 

your seers have longed to know their Lord; to you he comes, the final Word. 

 

4 Shores of the utmost west, lands of the setting sun, 

welcome the heavenly guest in whom the dawn has come; 

he brings a never-ending light, who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 

 

5 Shout, as you journey on; songs be in every mouth! 

Lo, from the north they come, from east and west and south; 

in Jesus all shall find their rest, in him the universe be blest. 

 

Prayers: 

Lord, we lift our voices in praise of your name. We proclaim you our saviour, our redeemer, our mighty 

defender. You alone are the maker and sustainer of us all. You alone deserve our worship. Give us eyes to 

see your glory. 

Loving God, we come with our fragile lives, knowing our weaknesses and knowing of our tendency to sin.  

We know there are times when we haven’t noticed what it is you have been showing us  because we are 

too distracted by other things that are not worthy of our attention. Cleanse us and renew us, Lord of 

mercy, that we might have a fresh start with you today. Wipe the dust from our eyes and blow the fog 

from our minds and where our selfishness and distractedness have taken root, may your Spirit bring 

release, digging out all that hinders and bringing us back into your beautiful light. 

Help us to perceive your presence here with us now and always for it is in Jesus’ name that we ask. Amen. 



Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted from him. Now he asks us what we want. We have confessed our 

sins, and now we want the assurance that God grants us pardon. 

Jesus says, ‘Go now, faith has healed you.’ And we say, ‘Amen’. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Jeremiah 31: 7-9: 

This is what the Lord says: ‘Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your 

praises heard, and say, ‘Lord, save your people, the remnants of Israel. ‘ 

 See, I will gather them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among 

them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labour; a great throng will return. 

They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water 

on a level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father and Ephraim is my first-born son.’ 

 

Hebrews 7: 23-28: 

Now there have been many priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office, but because 

Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore, he is able to save completely those who 

come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

Such a high priest truly meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted 

above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for 

hi own sins and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 

himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the 

law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 

 

Comment: 

Here Jeremiah, the prophet, longs for the people to find again a close, personal relationship with the living 

God. No more empty, formalised religious practice but a real reverence and a tender returning to the Lord 

who loves them. He describes it as if it is happening , with streams of people, who have been scattered to 

the ends of the earth, coming back with all their need and frailty. He sees them weeping and praying as 

they realise who they are and to whom they belong. 

The writer of Hebrews reinforces the joy of finding in Jesus the Saviour who meets our needs and who 

provides for us all that we ourselves can’t achieve. Only Jesus is holy, blameless, pure and set apart from 

sinners, yet he is willing to act as go-between, taking our part and interceding for us.  

 

Mark 10: 46-52: Blind Bartimaeus receives his sight: 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a 

blind man, Bartimaeus [which means ‘son of Timaeus’], was sitting by the roadside, begging. When he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on 

me!’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘call him.’ 

So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you!’ Throwing his cloak aside, 

Bartimaeus jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asked  him. 

The blind man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’ 



‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed you.’ Immediately the man received his sight and followed Jesus 

along the road. 

 

Comment:  

Jericho is the lowest town in the world being about 700feet below sea-level and here Jesus met people 

who were counted among the lowest of the low. Here we hear of Bartimaeus – but it was also where he 

met Zacchaeus, an inspector of taxes. 

Jesus was heading for Jerusalem, about 17 miles away and uphill nearly all the way. David Adam [priest and 

author] wrote: ‘The Son of David is coming to the city of David and neither will be the same again from this 

encounter. In just over a week, Jesus of Nazareth will be crucified, but at the moment, Jesus is passing by.’ 

Bartimaeus saw this as a once-in-a -lifetime opportunity and he wasn’t going to miss it. The people had 

gone into the streets to see this miracle-worker, rabbi, wandering preacher. Yet Bartimaeus was more 

perceptive than any of them. He knew his need and when this opportunity presented itself, he took it. He 

may not have had physical sight but he could see what others missed. He could tell that here was the 

Messiah, the Son of David. The crowd hadn’t taken this on board and so when the blind man started to 

shout they tried to keep him quiet. But he was well aware that here was his chance and he cried out again: 

‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.’ And Jesus came to a standstill and said: ‘call him here.’ 

So Bartimaeus threw off his cloak so it wouldn’t hinder him, and went straight to Jesus, who asked him 

what he wanted. That probably seems obvious to us – the man wanted to see. But Jesus didn’t offer a cure 

without the man pointing out his own need. It was like a doctor talking to a patient before prescribing  - 

Jesus also met [and meets] every need personally. 

The man had his sight restored – and immediately followed Jesus as he went on his way. Bartimaeus didn’t 

just get what he wanted  - he now followed Jesus. 

David Adam again: ‘One of the great moments of our life is when our eyes are suddenly opened and we 

see as if for the first time. We see a world that is full of wonder and mystery – a world that is God-filled and 

not empty. Let us make these words of Origen our own: “May the Lord touch our eyes, as he did those of 

the blind. Then we shall see in the visible things that are now invisible.’ 

 

The words of ‘Beauty for brokenness’ written by Graham Kendrick [b.1950] Singing the Faith 693 

1 Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair, 

Lord, in your suffering world, this is our prayer, 

bread for the children, justice, joy, peace , 

sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase! 

 

2 Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills, 

work for all people, trade for their skills; 

land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak, 

voices to plead the cause of those who can’t speak. 

God of the poor, friend of the weak, 

give us compassion we pray: 

melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain; 

come, change our lives from a spark to a flame. 

 

3 Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear, 

cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share. 

Peace to the killing fields, scorched earth to green, 

Christ for the bitterness, his cross for the pain. 

 



4 Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams 

plundered and poisoned – our future, our dreams. 

Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed; 

make us content with the things that we need. 

God of the poor……………………….. 

 

Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame 

until your justice burns brightly again; 

until the nations learn of your ways, 

seek your salvation and bring you their praise. 

God of the poor………………………… 

 

 Illustration [David Adam]: 

“The comic character, Mr Magoo, is funny because he is so short-sighted – though in real life he would be a 

tragic person. He walks across crocodiles thinking they are logs – he steps out of a window in high-rise flats 

just as a window cleaner’s hoist reaches the window. He steps off the side of a pier just as a boat pulls 

alongside. He never comes to harm but he often leaves a trail of chaos and disaster behind him. 

Can we see what is happening round us , to our communities and the way we are shaping the future? Or 

are we content to leave it in the hands of those who are blind to many of the finer things of life? If we 

allow the blind to lead us, will we not both fall into the ditch? 

It is of extreme importance that we make sure we are led by men and women of vision. It is no use having 
a quick fix or a laugh now if we are destroying our future. Pray for vision for yourself and your leaders.” 
 
Prayers: 
Lord, we pray for all those sitting in darkness – those who feel they have little to offer – those who cannot 
see light, not even a pinprick of light, in the darkness they currently endure. We ask for the candle in their 
hearts to be relit , and for those around them to be inspired to help them and to intervene on their behalf. 
We pray for those who are unsure of the way ahead – who struggle to discern the right thing to do. Give 
them insight and wisdom so that they might see the right course of action and understand what is needed. 
We pray for those who have been hindered by unhelpful or untrue expectations, asking that you would 
untangle  the muddle in which they find themselves. May they see your truth and grace, Lord. 
We ask these prayers in the name of the living Christ. Amen. 
 
Meditation of Bartimaeus. [Nick Fawcett]: 
To see again; that was wonderful enough; to be able to look around at people and places, to gaze at the 
sea, the stars, the sky – it was magical beyond words. 
But Jesus did more for me than that, opening my eyes not simply to the world around me but also to God – 
to the way, the truth and the life. 
He brought healing in mind as well as in body – a sense of inner wholeness as though I was entirely made 
new. 
For some he was just a man – for others a teacher – for others a threat and blasphemer; but for me he was 
the Messiah, the long-awaited Lord, for I saw, in him, God in human form, walking and talking among us – 
his word somehow become flesh. 
He had made me well – set me free – and I leapt up after him, determined to follow not just the man, but 
also his way – walking by faith as well as by sight. I’d lived so long in darkness. Now I saw his marvellous 
light, and life was changed for ever. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Loving God, help us truly to see, not just with our eyes but more deeply, looking beneath the surface and 
beyond appearances to the reality of your presence. To see the wonder of who and what you are. 



Help us to see Christ, through your Spirit, in the world around us – in one another – in the life and witness 
of your Church – in your word – in the experience of prayer, and in so much more.  Help us to see your 
light shining in the darkness and your love illuminating our lives. 
Give us insight to discern you – wisdom to know you – resolve to serve you and a heart to love you. 
We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen 
 
 
The words to ‘God’s spirit is [deep] in my heart’ written by: 
Verse 1 and refrain – Alan T Dale [1902-1979] and verses 2-4 by Hubert Richards [b. 1921] StF 404  
1 God’s spirit is [deep] in my heart; he has called me and set me apart. 
This is what I have to do, what I have to do: 
He sent me to give the good news to the poor, 
tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more, 
tell blind people that they can see, 
and set the down-trodden free, 
and go tell everyone the news that the kingdom of God has come, 
and go tell everyone the news that God’s kingdom has come. 
 
2 Just as the Father sent me, so I’m sending you out to be 
my witnesses throughout the world – the whole of the world: 
He sent me……………………………………………… 
 
3 Don’t carry a load in your pack; you don’t need two shirts on your back; 
God’s workers can earn their own keep – can earn their own keep: 
He sent me……………………………………………… 
 
4 Don’t worry what you have to say; don’t worry because on that day 
God’s spirit will speak in your heart – will speak in your heart: 
He sent me…………………………………………………. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Lord, we came to you with our hurts and our disappointments; 
we came to you with our emptiness and our concerns; 
we came with our loneliness and our aloneness; 
we came with our brokenness and our pain; 
we came with our sin and our selfishness; 
we came with our fears and our doubts; 
we came to the empty cross for a Saviour – 
we returned from the empty tomb with a Lord. 
Lord, pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts and lives that we may not go alone but in the love and 
wholeness of Christ who always goes with us. 
Amen.  


