
2021 28TH NOVEMBER – WORSHIP AT HOME – ADVENT ONE 

Dear Friends, 

Advent – the time of preparation for the coming of Christ. Our readings are linked by a call to be watchful 

and alert. God’s good news is on the way but it has not yet reached fulfilment. Our part is not to be passive 

observers but active agents in bringing about God’s kingdom. 

As always I hope this finds you well. With every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship: Lord Jesus Christ, we come to worship you in this glad season of Advent – a season of 

expectation, of celebration – and, above all, preparation. 

We come now because we want to be ready – ready to give thanks for your coming – ready for all the ways 

you come to us now – ready to welcome you when you come again. 

Open our hearts as we worship you so that all we share now may give us a deeper understanding of this 

season and a fuller experience of your love. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘God is working his purpose out’ written by Arthur Campbell Ainger [1841-1919]  

Hymns and Psalms 769 

1 God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year. 

God is working his purpose out and the time is drawing near; 

Nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2 What can we do to work God’s work to prosper and increase 

The harmony of all the world, the reign of the Prince of Peace? 

What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with glory of God as the waters cover the sea? 

 

3 March we forth in the strength of God, with the banner of Christ unfurled 

That the light of the glorious gospel of truth may shine throughout the world; 

Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, to set their captives free 

That the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

 

4 All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed. 

Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide, till God gives life to the seed; 

Yet nearer and nearer draws the time that shall surely be 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Prayers: 

Loving God, we praise you again for the season of Advent, this time of preparation, thanksgiving, challenge 

and reflection. Open our hearts to all you would say now – and help us to listen. 

We praise you that in the fulfilment of your eternal purpose you came to our world in Christ, revealing the 

extent of your love – showing us the way to life and allowing us to know you for ourselves. 

We praise you that you came again in Christ to his disciples after his resurrection, bringing joy where there 

had been sorrow – hope where there had been despair – and faith where there had been doubt. 

We praise you that through your Holy Spirit you make Christ real to us each day, filling us with his power, 

his peace and his love. 

And we praise you for the promise that Christ will come again to establish his kingdom, to begin a new era 

and to bring us and all your people life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Loving God, forgive us that so easily we lose sight of that message of Advent, allowing its wonder to be 

swamped by our busy preparations for Christmas – by worrying about material things which, in the long 

run, are not important – by being lax in our discipleship. 

Forgive us for those times when we forget your promises or lose sight of your love. 

Meet with us, we pray, through this time of worship, through your living Word, through the fellowship we 

share and through the risen Christ. 

So may we truly celebrate the Advent of your Son and be equipped to serve him better to the glory of your 

name. Amen.  

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and 

the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Isaiah 64: 1-9: 

Oh, that you would burst forth from the skies and come down! How the mountains would quake in your 

presence! The consuming fire of your glory would burn down the forests and boil the oceans dry. The 

nations would tremble before you, then your enemies would learn the reason for your fame! So it was 

before when you came down, for you did awesome things beyond our highest expectations, and how the 

mountains quaked! For since the world began no-one has seen or heard of such a God as ours, who works 

for those who wait for him! You welcome those who cheerfully do good, who follow godly ways. 

But we are not godly; we are constant sinners and have been all our lives. Therefore, your wrath is heavy 

on us. How can such as we be saved? We are all infected and impure with sin. When we put on our prized 

robes of righteousness we find they are but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves we fade, wither, and fall. And 

our sins, like the wind, sweep us away. Yet no-one calls upon your name or pleads with you for mercy. 

Therefore, you have turned away from us and turned us over to our sins. 

And yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay and you are the Potter. We are all formed by your 

hand. Oh, be not angry with us, Lord nor forever remember our sins. O look and see that we are your 

people. 

 

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9: 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, give you all of his blessings, and great peace of heart and 

mind. 

I can never stop thanking God for all the wonderful gifts he has given you, now that you are Christ’s; he has 

enriched your whole life. He has helped you speak out for him and has given you a full understanding of 

the truth; what I told you Christ could do for you, has happened! Now you have every grace and blessing, 

every spiritual gift and power are yours during this time of waiting for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And he guarantees right up to the end that you will be counted free from all sin and guilt on that day when 

he returns. God will surely do this for you, for he always does just what he says, and he is the One who 

invited you into this wonderful friendship with his Son, even Christ our Lord. 

 

The words to ‘Faithful One, so unchanging’ written by Brian Doerkson [b.1965] Singing the Faith 628 

1 Faithful One, so unchanging; Ageless One, you’re my rock of peace. 

Lord of all, I depend on you; 

I call out to you, again and again. I call out to you again and again. 

You are my rock in times of trouble; 

You lift me up when I fall down. All through the storm your love is the anchor. 

My hope is in you alone. 



Mark 13: 24-37: 

After the tribulation ends, then the sun will grow dim, and the moon will not shine, and the stars will fall – 

the heavens will convulse. 

Then all mankind will see me, the Messiah, coming in the clouds with great power and glory. And I will 

send out the angels to gather together my chosen ones from all over the world – from the farthest bounds 

of earth and heaven. 

Now, here is a lesson from a fig tree. When its buds become tender and its leaves begin to sprout, you 

know that spring has come. And when you see these things happening that I have described, you can be 

sure that my return is very near – that I am right at the door. 

Yes, these are the events that will signal the end of the age. Heaven and earth shall disappear, but my 

words stand sure for ever. 

However, no-one – not even the angels in heaven. Nor I myself – knows the day or the hour when these 

things will happen; only the Father knows. And since you don’t know when it will happen, stay alert. Be on 

the watch for my return. 

My coming can be compared with that of a man who went to another country. He laid out his employees 

work for them to do while he was gone and told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. 

Therefore, keep a sharp lookout! For you do not know when I will come – at evening, at midnight, early 

dawn or late daybreak. Do not let me find you sleeping. Watch for my return! This is my message to you 

and everyone else.  

 

Meditation of a Zealot. [Nick Fawcett] 

The Messiah – not coming? Don’t make me laugh. He’s coming all right, and it won’t be much longer, you 

take it from me – any day now, I shouldn’t be surprised. 

How do I know? Well, it’s obvious, isn’t it? 

Just look around you at the world we’re living in – the state of our society – the corruption and greed – the 

self-interest: so much that is contrary to God’s will. Do you really think he’s going to sit back and let that 

carry on for ever? 

I can’t see it, somehow. No – he may be taking his time, and the delay may be hard to understand, but 

sooner rather than later the day of the Lord will be here. And what a day it will be – what a moment for us 

all! 

At last we’ll be free – a light rather than a laughing-stock to the nations – a sovereign people instead of 

subject state – for, surely, when he does come the call to arms won’t be far behind, the sound of trumpets 

summoning us into battle and onwards to victory. 

That’s what God has promised us, isn’t it? – a new kingdom, a fresh start, deliverance from slavery – and I 

can hardly wait for it to begin. Just imagine the scene if you can – Jesus and Pilate head-to-head – Roman 

governor versus the King of the Jews – that should be worth watching! I could almost feel sorry for Pilate if 

I didn’t hate him so much, for he won’t know what’s hit him – the might of his army powerless against the 

Lord’s hand. 

What will he do? Oh, no doubt he’ll wriggle and squirm a bit – even wash his hands of all responsibility 

pretending it was all in the line of duty – but there’ll be no escape, no way of avoiding final judgement. 

Remember, it’s God’s anointed we’re talking about here – the one who will come to establish justice and 

righteousness – to drive out evil – and, finally, when the enemy is defeated, to bring us peace. 

I know it’s not been easy this time of waiting, hoping against hope for some sign of the Messiah – but God 

has promised that deliverance will come, and what he says we know he will do. 

So don’t tell me he’s not coming. It’s just a matter of time, nothing more – the dawn of the kingdom is just 

around the corner, here before you know it. 

I only hope I’m still around when it arrives and able to see it for myself, for it will have been worth waiting 

for, no doubt about that – quite simply out of this world! 



Comment:  

There is a sense, in the reading from Isaiah, that, but for God’s mercy, we are in a hopeless situation. Even 

as we beg for God’s mercy and help, recognising that he has proved himself to be the one and only true 

God, we also know that we have rejected all that he values – all that he is. So – what point is there in 

asking for help from the One we spend so much time ignoring, rejecting – even dismissing? 

Yet there is hope. Isaiah clings to the fact that God made us and perhaps his love and affection for us will, 

even after everything, still move Him to show mercy to us, however wayward we are.  

We get a flavour of the longing – the yearning – for a Saviour. People realise what humanity is like – what 

human experience can bring – and they long for a Messiah. 

In contrast, Paul wrote to the Corinthians after the promised Saviour had come. Here we find the 

confidence which comes from knowing though we ourselves are as weak as ever we were, though there is 

no way we can save ourselves, the life of Jesus in us has the power to keep us strong to the end – it can 

uphold us in what is right and true and good. 

God has indeed acted with an outpouring of love – a love which we do not deserve and could never earn. 

This is generosity – this is simply that God desires to act with grace and mercy. As God is utterly faithful we 

can always trust him for his power is sufficient. 

Then we come to the Gospel where Jesus speaks to us of real and serious things. Jesus never pretends to 

us – he doesn’t gloss over costs or dangers. He treats us with respect by warning us so that we can be 

prepared – and we need to take note of what he says. 

We are warned against being gullible and listening to those who may be powerful and charismatic and who 

appoint themselves to lead us astray. We have heard the truth – we need to trust that and stay firm – not 

be led astray by those who purport to know it all.  

Even Jesus does not know the exact hour – but he passed on to all who follow him, the urgency and the 

need to be always watchful and alert. Then, when the time comes, we will be ready and prepared. 

God has shown himself to us in the face of Jesus – and there we have a new hope for God has given his 

grace [the free gift of himself] right there. 

The times may be full of trouble and distress, but the Son of Man still comes to us. We should be on the 

alert for the signs of his coming and his presence in our lives. 

David Adam wrote: ‘We have been left in charge of this world, each with our own responsibility – each 

with our own work. We are accountable to God. He comes to see how we are dealing with his world. We 

need to keep alert, that we may be aware of his coming, to be awake and not go around with our eyes 

closed.’ 

 

Prayers:  

We need to prepare ourselves right away so that we shall be ready and receptive when Christ comes again 

in glory at the end of time. The great hope of Israel has already been fulfilled in the first coming of Jesus, 

born as a baby. We look back to that with wonder. The enormous love it shows highlights the supreme 

goodness and compassion of the God whose second coming we await. 

Loving God, we thank you today for the Scriptures, and for the opportunity we have each day of reading 

them and studying them for ourselves. Hear now our prayer for those who are denied that privilege. 

We pray for those who have not heard the challenge of the Bible – who do not possess a copy in their own 

language, or who are denied the right to own a Bible or to study it freely. 

We pray for those who have heard but have closed their minds – for those who read but do not 

understand – and for those who have read the Bible so often that it fails to challenge as it used to. 

We pray for those who work to make the Scriptures known and available to all – those who translate the 

Bible into modern language and into other tongues – who print and distribute it across the world – who 

strive to open its message afresh to each and every generation – and those who preach from it, witnessing 

to Christ from its pages. 



Loving God, may your word be made known with clarity, wisdom, faithfulness and power so that many 

hear its challenge and respond in faith to your loving purpose. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Meditation of Matthew, one of the twelve disciples: 

The time is coming, they tell me: the day of the Lord’s return, when we shall stand before him and he will 

separate the sheep from the goats – the wicked men from the righteous. So forget about the present, think 

instead of the future, for that’s what matters – our final destiny, the life to come – nothing else. 

Well, I’m sorry, but have I missed something? For that’s not the way I heard it – not what I though Jesus 

was saying at all! Keep alert, he warned, certainly, for the day will dawn as God has promised, but when 

that will be we’ve no idea; today, tomorrow, or far beyond – who can say? It’s not the ‘when’ of his coming 

that should concern us, but the fact that he will – and the difference that makes, not to the future but to 

the here and now – to the way we live every moment of every day. 

We have a job to be doing – a broken world out there needing to hear his word and know his love – and 

that’s what will concern him when he comes. Not whether we’ve been looking forward eagerly to his 

kingdom, but whether we’re doing something to make it happen – to help build heaven on earth. So what 

will he find in you? A life dedicated to his service, continuing his ministry where he left off – or an 

obsession about the future so strong that you’ve forgotten about the present? A life lived for others, 

committed to bringing light where there is darkness, joy where there is sorrow – or a preoccupation with 

yourself, with securing your own salvation? 

Don’t think I doubt his promise. The time is coming, just as they say – a day when we will be called to 

account, made to answer for the way we’ve lived our lives. But, if I were you, I wouldn’t dwell on that too 

long. I’d get down to the business of discipleship – to walking the way of the cross – or otherwise you may 

find, when the moment comes and judgement is pronounced, that the verdict is very different from the 

one you had in mind. 

 

The words to ‘There’s a light upon the mountains’ written by Henry Burton [1840-1930] StF 188 

1 There’s a light upon the mountains, and the day is at the spring, 

When our eyes shall see the beauty and the glory of the King; 

Weary was our heart with waiting, and the night-watch seemed so long, 

But his triumph day is breaking, and we hail it with a song. 

2 There’s a hush of expectation, and a quiet in the air; 

And the breath of God is moving in the fervent breath of prayer: 

For the suffering, dying Jesus is the Christ upon the throne, 

And the travail of our spirit is the travail of his own. 

3 He is breaking down the barriers, he is casting up the way; 

He is calling for his angels to build up the gates of day: 

But his angels here are human, not the shining hosts above; 

For the drum-beats of his army are the heart-beats of our love. 

4 Hark! We hear a distant music, and it comes with fuller swell; 

In the triumph-song of Jesus, of our King, Immanuel; 

Zion, go now forth to meet him, and, my soul, be swift to bring 

All your finest and your noblest for the triumph of our King! 

 

Closing Prayer:  

In the name of God, who calls you to be his disciple, who cherishes you as a precious child, who invites you 

to be part of his kingdom: work, be bold, be blessed and be yourself. Amen  


