
2022 16TH JANUARY WORSHIP AT HOME – EPIPHANY 2 

Dear friends,  

So we continue our progress through 2022 as we think about Jesus’ first miracle at Cana and about the 

gifts which God gives us to use in his service. I hope this new year sees you progress through it as you 

would hope. Every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship: 

‘Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana in Galilee, and his disciples believed in him.’ 

As the guests came together to celebrate a wedding so do we come together to celebrate our saviour and 

his abundant love for us. 

In the power of the Holy Spirit we come before you, each of us with the spiritual gifts granted to us, to 

worship you. 

Come, Lord, and enable us to use our minds, our tongues, and our hands, according to the gifts given to 

each one for the building up of us all. 

Lord, as you changed water into wine, change us into the people you want us to be. Amen  

 

The words to ‘What shall our greeting be’ written by Fred Pratt Green [1903-2000] StF 691 

1 What shall our greeting be, sign of our unity? 

‘Jesus is Lord!’ May we no more defend barriers he died to end; 

Give me your hand, my friend – one Church, one Lord! 

2 What is our mission here? He makes his purpose clear: 

One world, one Lord! Spirit of truth descend; all our confusions end: 

Give me your hand, my friend – Jesus is Lord! 

3 He comes to save us now: to serve him is to know 

life’s true reward;. May he our lives amend, all our betrayals end: 

give me your hand, my friend – Jesus is Lord! 

 

PRAYER: 

Father, we thank you for your patience with us; for understanding our fears and our frustrations. 

We praise you that your presence enriches our joy and your love gives us hope. 

We thank you for the assurance that your grace is sufficient for our every need. 

We thank you for the story of Christ’s first miracle, that first sign of his power and his authority. 

We thank you that he shared in the joy of that celebration, and that his presence brought an end to 

disappointment and the beginning of a discovery. 

We are filled with gratitude every time we remember that Christ’s coming transforms the waters of 

existence into the sparkling joy of life filled with the Spirit. 

We thank you that there is no situation, no experience, no frustration that is beyond his power and his 

presence. 

We praise you that when sorrow, loss, anguish or despair might have overwhelmed us, the love and 

compassion of Christ has held us and healed us. 

We thank you that there is no darkness too deep – no brokenness to painful – and no loss so final that he 

cannot reach down and change us. 

May the joy of Christ’s love fill us with thankfulness for ever. Amen. 

 

Father, you have never promised that life would be easy or trouble free – but we had come to expect that 

it was our right that everything should work out just as we wanted. We sometimes become angry when 

people are difficult, and we can be easily frustrated when things go wrong. 

We say that we have put our trust in you, even so we are still often afraid of the uncertainties of the future 

and also overwhelmed by the troubles of today. 



Forgive our foolishness and our hard-heartedness. 

Forgive our self-deceit, our indifference towards others and our apathy over the things which really 

matter. 

Forgive us – cleanse us – and renew us, Lord. 

We ask this for your glory’s sake. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 [Tom Wright’s translation of New Testament for ‘Bible for Everyone’.] 

Now, about things relating to the spirit’s work, my brothers and sisters. I don’t want you to remain 

ignorant. You know that when you were still pagans you were led off, carried away again and again, after 

speechless idols. So I want to make it clear to you that nobody who is speaking by God’s spirit ever says: 

‘Jesus be cursed!’ – and nobody can say; ‘Jesus is Lord!’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are different types of spiritual gifts, but the same spirit; there are different types of service but the 

same Lord, and there are different types of activity but it is the same God who operates all of them in 

everyone.  The point of the spirit being revealed in each one is so that all may benefit. One person is given 

a word of wisdom through the spirit; another, a word of knowledge by the same spirit; another, faith 

through the same spirit; another, gifts of healing by the same spirit; another, the working of mighty deeds; 

another, prophecy; another, the ability to distinguish spirits; another, various kinds of languages; another, 

the interpretation of languages. 

It is the one spirit – the same one whose work produces all these things – and the spirit gives different gifts 

to each one in accordance with the spirit’s own wishes. 

 

John 2: 1-11: [Tom Wright as above]: 

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his 

disciples were also invited to the wedding. 

The wine ran out. Jesus’ mother came over to him. ‘They haven’t got any wine!’ she said to him. 

‘Oh, mother!’ replied Jesus. ‘What’s that got to do with you or me? My time hasn’t come yet.’ 

His mother spoke to the servants. ‘Do whatever he tells you,’ she said. 

Six stone jars were standing there, ready for use in the Jewish purification rites. Each held about twenty or 

thirty gallons. 

‘Fill the jars with water,’ said Jesus to the servants. And they filled them, right up to the brim. ‘Now draw 

some out and take it to the chief steward,’ he said. They did so. When the chief steward tasted the water 

that had turned into wine [he didn’t know where it had come from, but the stewards who had drawn the 

water knew], he called the bridegroom. 

‘What everybody normally does,’ he said, ‘is to serve the good wine first, and then the worse stuff when 

people have had plenty to drink. But you have kept all the good wine till now!’ 

This event, in Cana of Galilee, was the first of Jesus’ signs. He displayed his glory, and his disciples believed 

in him. After this, he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers and his disciples. He 

remained there for a few days.  

 

MEDITATION OF MARY, MOTHER OF JESUS 

[by Nick Fawcett] 

It seemed a strange thing to say: ‘My hour has not yet come’. 

After all, I’d only casually mentioned  that they had no more wine. 



So what did he mean, I wondered, by that peculiar response? 

Not that I let it worry me. I knew my boy well enough to be sure he’d offer help, for he never could see 

someone in need and pass them by. 

Sure enough, he came to the rescue, producing not just fresh supplies for the party but the best yet – 

special enough for the most discerning palate. 

I should have been worried though – and I would have been had I understood better; for this was just a 

foretaste of things to come, a portent of that hour when new wine of a different sort would be called for; 

my son’s blood shed for many, poured out for the forgiveness of sins, spilled on the cross as he suffered 

and died for all. 

Once more the best would be saved till last – the water of the Law and the prophets transformed into the 

fruit of the true vine. 

But at what cost, what sacrifice, what sorrow! 

Back there, in Cana, that was all in the future, unknown to anyone but him – so we ate, drank and made 

merry. 

He alone knew what was coming – the awful price he’d be asked to pay that we might feast with him in 

heaven. 

He saw our need – he knew what he must do – and, as ever, he couldn’t say no. 

 

The words to ‘Take this moment, sign and space’ written by John L Bell [b. 1949] and Graham Maule [b. 

1958]. Singing the Faith 513. 

1 Take this moment, sign and space; take my friends around; 

Here among us, make the place where your love is found. 

2 Take the time to call my name, take the time to mend 

who I am and what I’ve been, all I’ve failed to tend. 

3 Take the tiredness of my days, take my past regret, 

letting your forgiveness touch all I can’t forget. 

4 Take the little child in me, scared of growing old; 

help me here to find my worth made in Christ’s own mould. 

5 Take my talents, take my skills, take what’s yet to be; 

let my life be yours, and yet, let it still be me. 

 

TALK: 

The story of the wedding at Cana is an intriguing one for we begin to see quite a fascinating dynamic play 

out between Jesus and his mother. The nature of this miracle, too, may seem rather trivial to some. 

The Gospels which emerged in the first few Christian centuries, the ones written under the guidance of 

God, the ‘canonical ones’ tend to be reticent about Jesus’ childhood. John and Mark don’t mention it at all 

– Matthew goes straight from the Christmas stories to Jesus’ baptism. Luke has just the one story from 

Jesus’ childhood – the one of the 12year old boy and his first visit to the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Some of the other writings that were circulating among Christians in those early centuries were not as 

restrained, telling stories of a miraculous boyhood – of a child whittling a bird out of wood and then giving 

it life to fly away. 

Jane Williams, author and lecturer writes: 

‘Considering the human temptation [in how] biographies [are put] together, it is very interesting that the 

common mind of the Church rejected these stories as not central to our faith. There are all kinds of reasons 

for this, but one thing that is noticeable about the four Gospels that we base our lives on is their 

drivenness – they tell a story that leads inexorably to the cross and nothing is included that is not vital to 

that story.’ 



Jesus’ interaction with his mother, Mary, in this first miracle does suggest that perhaps Jesus’ childhood 

and early adulthood hadn’t been completely ordinary as otherwise why would Mary expect him to be able 

to do anything about the empty wine jars? There would appear to have been some signs beforehand for 

her to suggest this so confidently. But John, in his Gospel, wants only to concentrate on his adult life. 

It does show us, though, a gradual building of Jesus’ ministry.  In his first chapter, John tells of the calling of 

the first disciples and shows Jesus as an attractive & compelling figure who draws people to him. Once they 

are with him, they realise that they are at the heart of something exciting. 

So we come to a lovely, happy wedding story. Jesus obviously attending the wedding along with his friends 

and disciples as an invited guest. He is, no doubt, relaxed and enjoying the atmosphere and when Mary 

feels that he should do something about the embarrassing problem for the hosts of the drink running out, 

he isn’t interested. ‘My hour is not yet come,’ he says. 

Mary doesn’t agree – she thinks it has and expects him to get on and do something. 

When you were a child, did your mother ever cajole you into singing a song or saying a poem, even 

dancing? Mine did and I hated it! It almost feels as if Mary was set on getting her son to show what he 

could do. 

But why does Jesus actually do it? Only Mary, the disciples and the servants actually know that anything 

has happened. 

Jane Williams again: ‘ Does it set up all kinds of false impressions in the minds of those closest to Jesus? 

Does Mary expect to control his ministry? Do the disciples congratulate themselves on throwing in their lot 

with someone who is going to give them such a good time? If there is any such implied uncertainty in 

John’s narrative, then the shock of the cleansing of the temple, which immediately follows this story, is 

even greater. The picture of happiness and harmony is shattered as Jesus comes face to face with the 

reality of his mission and we, the readers, begin to sense the escalation of tension, the beginnings of the 

mighty conflict between darkness and light.’  

John tells us that this miracle was a revelation and a confirmation of faith for the disciples. Here the 

disciples saw that exuberant, creative power of God at work in bringing uncomplicated human joy to the 

wedding. As time went on during their journey with Jesus they had to learn many other things about God’s 

power and not all of them were palatable – but this first miracle of power and joy breaking through was a 

memorable first encounter for them to have. 

It is the point made for us in that passage from 1 Corinthians – that God works in a wild variety of ways – 

and not always to our rules and expectations! 

Our faith should enable us to say, ‘Jesus is Lord!’ and to live by it. Paul tells us that this will sometimes be 

accompanied by satisfying gifts of power, but they are not the point.  

The point is to build a worshipping community made up of people whose lives are directed by God. This 

community will rejoice in the exercise of gifts which help it to grow – and it shouldn’t matter who has the 

power to speak, or heal, or work miracles, just as long as the community works together for the Lord. 

Jane Williams again: ‘To see the Holy Spirit at work, building a people to praise and worship, to recognise 

this power – that is the true spiritual gift, one that we are called to exercise.’ 

 

PRAYERS 

We pray for the whole church of Jesus Christ throughout the world. It worships, serves, and cares in 

different ways and in different places and through very different people but we are all one in Christ. 

We pray for those who seem trapped in old buildings inherited from earlier generations but which are now 

a burden and we ask God to open the doors of hope and new vision. 

We pray for congregations that are locked up in their churches – for those who seem content to meet for 

private worship behind closed doors every Sunday with little or no thought for the millions outside. 

We ask God for the wind of the Spirit for renewal and mission. 



We pray for the whole church of Jesus in a world of turmoil and change, where many feel lost and 

uncertain. We pray for all who are seeking to stand up for goodness and to reaffirm the values of God’s 

kingdom and the teaching of Christ as to how we should live. May God help us to find sensitive ways of 

being salt for the world. 

We bring before you, Lord, all the churches in places of violence and persecution and we pray for those 

who are committed to stand alongside the poor, the broken, the defeated and the victims.  We pray for 

those congregations seeking to build bridges of hope and understanding in place of rejection, prejudice, 

and injustice. 

We pray for the church in a world of many idols; we pray for those who seek to expose the false security of 

riches and the empty promises of success, material possessions, and material power. Lord, bring us real 

insight and understanding as we seek to be faithful to the kingdom of God. 

We pray for ourselves and for our worship, service, and mission; for the Spirit to lead us and his presence 

to fill us; for hope to encourage us and wisdom to teach us; for courage to serve Christ and the strength to 

love each other; for commitment to share our faith and God’s love with our neighbour. 

Let us ask God to fill us with the Holy Spirit for rebirth and renewal. 

We pray for any whom we know to be in any kind of need……………………………………………… 

May God send us to hold, to care, and to share the love of Christ Jesus and may his light and love shine 

through us. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers for we bring our prayers to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour. 

Amen 

 

The words to ‘Ye Holy Angels Bright’ written by Richard Baxter [1615-1691], John Hampden Gurney 

[1802-1862] and Robert Chope [1830-1928]. 

1 Ye holy angels bright, who wait at God’s right hand, 

or through the realms of light fly at your Lord’s command, 

assist our song, or else the theme too high doth seem for mortal tongue. 

2 Ye blessed souls at rest, who ran this earthly race, 

and now, from sin released behold the Saviour’s face, 

his praises sound, as in his light, with sweet delight, ye do abound. 

3 Ye saints who toil below, adore your heavenly King, 

and onward as ye go some joyful anthem sing; 

take what he gives, and praise him still through good and ill, who ever lives. 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part, triumph in God above, 

and with a well-tuned heart sing thou the songs of love. 

let all thy days till life shall end, whate’er he send, be filled with praise. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING: 

Help us, loving and living God, as those who belong to your Son, to fulfil our commitment to you and to 

each other. 

Help us to leave behind all that hinders our walk with Christ, and enable us, by your Spirit, to love our 

neighbour as ourselves and honour Christ as Lord 

And may the blessing of God – the Father who created us, the Son who found us and saved us and the Holy 

Spirit who lives and works within us – be with us and all whom we love this day and for ever more. Amen. 


