
2022 23RD JANUARY – WORSHIP AT HOME – EPIPHANY THREE 

Dear friends, 

Today we shall read what has sometimes been called Jesus’ ‘mission statement’ or ‘manifesto’ as he speaks 

in his home synagogue in Nazareth. It must have been a shock to those – who had known him from 

boyhood – who now heard him expressing what, to them, were revolutionary views. But here is shown the 

importance of preaching within a community. It is not possible for all of us to hear such preaching in our 

church communities just now, but Becky and I hope that these written services might help to bring such 

preaching to you in some way, holding you as you need. 

Every blessing to you all, Margaret. 

Call to worship:  The heavens tell out the glory of God; everyone can see God’s handiwork. 

   Day speaks of God’s holiness; night sings of the glory of God. 

   Without a voice, their silence fills the earth with the joy of the Lord for all to see. 

   This day is holy. 

Let us hear the good news. 

Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord. Anoint us and fill us today. Loosen our tongues to sing your praise, our 

ears to hear your word, our eyes to see your glory, our hands to serve you in one another. 

Empower us all to make a difference. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘All my days’ written by Stuart Townend [b.1963]  Singing the Faith 343 

1 All my days I will sing this song of gladness, give my praise to the fountain of delights; 

for in my helplessness you heard my cry, and waves of mercy poured down on my life. 

 

2 I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that never fails, 

of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, of death defeated and life without end. 

 

Beautiful Saviour, wonderful Counsellor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

you’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

Star of the morning, glorious in holiness, you’re the risen one, heaven’s champion, 

and you reign, you reign, over all! 

 

3 I long to be where the praise is never-ending, yearn to dwell where the glory never fades, 

where countless worshippers will share one song, and cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 

 

Beautiful Saviour……………………………………………… 

 

Prayer: 

Father, thank you for loving each of us as if there was only one to love – and for calling us together to serve 

a greater love. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for becoming one of us in order to lead us to the unity of being members of your 

Church. 

Holy Spirit, thank you for our various gifts and roles, and the way we can work together in service. Amen. 

 

Lord, so many people just do not take your word seriously. It isn’t necessarily that they react against it, like 

those in the synagogue in Nazareth but more likely that they ignore it or, maybe, are not even aware of it. 

Forgive us for the times when we are less than thrilled by it – the times when, tired or down, we just 

cannot raise the enthusiasm to open the Bible – the times when something stops us, even though we 

know, deep down, that we would receive blessing. 



Forgive us, Lord, and build in us an openness, ever ready to listen to your word, to hear it joyfully, and to 

act on it. 

 

Lord, how you loved to read the Scriptures. We find it hard to imagine what it was like reading from a 

cumbersome scroll. We thank you for all the ways we can read and hear your word today: for the plain old 

written word some of us love, and for all the fancy gadgets which bring your word to us at the touch of a 

button. 

We know, Lord, that, however we access it, that we need your message to us. Speak to our hearts and 

minds, Lord, opening our channels so that we can hear your word simply and gratefully. Amen. 

 

And a ‘personal prayer’: 

‘When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue as was his custom.’ 

 Lord, why do I go to church? Is it just because it is my custom? Or do I really expect to meet with you and 

learn how to live my life in your way, whether within my family or wherever else my road takes me?  

Lord, please help me to commit myself anew; to speak only in love; to listen with compassion, and to seek 

to serve you freely in my community and beyond. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Luke 4: 14-30: [The Bible for Everyone – Tom Wright] 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the spirit.. Word about him went out through the whole district. 

He taught in their synagogues and gained a great reputation all around. 

He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. On the sabbath, as was his regular practice, he went 

into the synagogue and stood up to read. They gave him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the 

scroll and found the place where it was written: 

‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has appointed me to tell the poor the good news. He has sent 

me to announce release to the prisoners, and sight to the blind, to set the wounded victims free, to 

announce God’s favour.’ 

He rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue were fixed upon 

him. ‘Today,’ he began, ‘this scripture is fulfilled in your own hearing.’ 

Everyone looked at him; they were astonished at the words coming out of his mouth – words of sheer 

grace. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son,’ they said. 

‘I know what you are going to say.’ Jesus said, ‘You’re going to tell me the old riddle: ‘Heal yourself, doctor! 

We heard of great happenings like that in Capernaum but do things like that here in your own country!’ Let 

me tell you the truth,’ he went on. ‘Prophets never get accepted in their own country. This is the solemn 

truth; there were plenty of widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when heaven was shut up for three years 

and six months, and there was a great famine over all the land. Elijah was sent to none of them, only to a 

widow in the Sidonian town of Zarephath. And there were plenty of people with virulent skin diseases in 

Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was healed – only Naaman, the Syrian.’ 

When they heard this everyone in the synagogue flew into a rage. They got up and threw him out of town. 

They took him to the top of the mountain on which their town was built, meaning to throw him off. But he 

slipped through the middle of them and went away. 

 

 

 



Meditation of a member of the synagogue in Nazareth. [Nick Fawcett]: 

We knew what he was going to say, even before he’d said it – and if at first we’d been filled with pride 

delighted to hear one of our own read so beautifully, in a trice it all changed, our mood changing to anger 

at the sheer presumption of the man. 

There had been a note of challenge in his voice right from the start, as though he understood those words 

of Isaiah as applying directly to himself and was daring us to think otherwise. So when he returned the 

scroll and sat back down, our eyes never left his – nor his ours. It was like a battle of wills, a test of strength 

– who would dare to lay things on the line first? 

Eventually, it was Jesus who broke the silence, confirming our worst suspicions. 

‘Today,’ he said, ‘the Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’, implying it was somehow fulfilled in him! 

What rubbish! 

We knew who this man was having seen him grow up among us, suckle at his mother’s breast, labour in his 

father’s workshop – he was just an ordinary person like you and me. 

So what gave him the right to put on such airs and graces. Alright, so he’d caused a stir in the surrounding 

villages with a few signs and wonders, and he knew his scriptures better than the rest of us – but that 

didn’t make him God’s gift, did it? 

He came up with some fancy line, suggesting a prophet is without honour in his own country as though 

that somehow proved his point. 

But it didn’t, not to my mind, for he was making himself out to be much more than that: the fulfilment of 

God’s promises of old. 

No, we’d have recognised a prophet alright, but for him to be who he said he was – sent and anointed by 

God – he’d have had to be someone far greater – the promised Messiah, Son of God – and, in all honesty, 

could anyone miss that?! 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, to the good in those around us – those we know so well that we can sometimes take 

them for granted. Help us to recognise their gifts, their qualities, their contribution to our lives, and to 

encourage them through genuine appreciation of all that they do and are. Amen. 

 

 

Comment: Jesus had been baptised by John and had spent 40 days in the wilderness praying and fasting. 

Now he was ready to begin his mission and needed to make certain decisions, such as – where to start, in 

what place and what to use for guidance? 

He chose to begin in Galilee. This was probably the least conservative area of Palestine because Gentiles 

surrounded it. Galilee was heavily populated so from here Jesus could reach many people and meet many 

needs. 

Josephus, who had been a governor of the area, said that there were 204 villages and towns and that none 

of them had a population of less than 15,000. That equates to there being about 3 million people living in 

Galilee. So Jesus began where life was busy and there were a lot of people. 

Also, the beginning of his mission in a Gentile – friendly perhaps points the way to the mission to the 

Gentiles we find in Acts. 

Jesus began by speaking in the Synagogue which would have been the regular place of worship for every 

Jew. Indeed, the law said that wherever there were ten Jewish families there must be a synagogue. The 

service was divided into three parts – worship, Scripture reading and teaching. As there were no 

professional ministers anyone could be invited to teach. So here Jesus began and we are told that all held 

him in high esteem. This positive reaction of many Jews shows that many of them were ready to embrace 

the Good News that Jesus brought. 



But then he went to Nazareth, his hometown. We tend to think of Nazareth being a small village but, in 

fact, it was town sized, having around 20,000 inhabitants. Again, he went to the synagogue there ‘as was 

his custom’. Jesus’ ministry and teaching did not break with Judaism but grew out of it. 

So there in the synagogue he read from Isaiah chapter 61 about God restoring the broken world and 

bringing in his kingdom. Then ‘he sat down’ which is what any rabbi or teacher would do – sat down to 

teach and that is why all eyes were on him. His listeners must have been very surprised, not to say 

shocked, when he told them that: ‘Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’. 

David Adam [author and priest] says: ‘Do we see these words as the mission of the Church and the sharing 

with Christ in bringing in God’s kingdom? Like Jesus we should start in our own area and bring the Good 

News to bear on what we do.’ 

 

The words to ‘Christ’s is the world in which we move’ written by John L Bell & Graham Maule.  

[Copyright 1989WGRG, Iona Community]  Songs of Fellowship 685 

1 Christ’s is the world in which we move, Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love, 

Christ’s is the voice which calls us to care; and Christ is the One who calls us here. 

To the lost Christ shows his face; to the unloved he gives His embrace;  

to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes with His friends a touching place. 

 

2 Feel for the people we most avoid, strange, or bereaved, or never employed; 

Feel for the women, and feel for the men who fear that their living is all in vain. 

To the lost………….. 

 

3 Feel for the parents who’ve lost their child, feel for the women whom men have defiled, 

Feel for the baby for whom there’s no breast, and feel for the weary who find no rest. 

To the lost…………….. 

 

4 Feel for the lives by life confused, riddled with doubt, in loving abused; 

Feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin, which longs to be pure, but fears to begin. 

To the lost……………… 

 

Prayer: Sovereign God, we bring before you our troubled world – a world of so much hatred, suspicion, 

greed and envy – so much poverty, exploitation, violence and suffering; and yet it is a world which you love 

so much that you became a part of it through your Son, offering your love to bring it healing. 

We bring before you our sense of frustration and hopelessness in the face of so much need – our 

awareness that there is so little we can do to help, so little we can even influence, let alone change. And 

yet you call us to respond in any way we can – to pray, to give, to serve, and to sacrifice in the cause of 

your kingdom. 

Help us to do that faithfully – offering our love unreservedly, encouraging those who offer compassion and 

support to others, supporting all who work for peace and justice, and petitioning those with the power to 

shape the affairs of the world. 

We thank you that, though it may sometimes seem otherwise, we are not alone, nor dependent solely on 

our own resources – for you are constantly at work, striving to change lives, to redeem situations  and to 

shape the course of history. 

We rejoice that you are able to speak and move through ordinary people like us, taking our feeble faith 

and hesitant discipleship and using both in ways far beyond our expectations. 

We praise you that, whatever may conspire against you and frustrate your purpose your will shall finally be 

done and your kingdom come. 



Inspire us with that knowledge and with the assurance that, in every situation of human need, you are 

there, and that, in responding to these, we are responding also to you. 

Lord, you call us to share in mending broken lives – help us to respond. 

In the name of Christ we ask it. Amen. 

And a personal prayer: I am searching for the excellent way, I look for your anointing Spirit, which will so 

overwhelm me that I cannot stop myself from spreading the good news of Jesus. 

In Jesus’ name, I want to bring healing to the sick and freedom to those who are oppressed. 

But today I have mundane jobs to do, and other people’s expectations to fulfil. 

Lord God, help me to look beyond myself, and to see you in the lives of the people around me. Amen. 

 

Illustration: [David Adam]: 

There is the story of a Celtic monk who decided to give up study and only to pray. His abbess asked how his 

mind would be fed if he gave up study. The monk persisted and said that he would leave where he was and 

go and search for God overseas. 

The abbess replied: ‘If God cannot be found on this side of the sea, by all means let us journey overseas. 

But since God is near all those who call on him, we have no need to cross the sea. The Kingdom of God can 

be reached from every land.’ 

There is a great need for us to know that God is with us today – and God desires to bring in his kingdom 

through us today. Let us heed Psalm 95: ‘O that today you would listen to his voice!’ [verse 7]. 

 

The words to ‘Go to the world’ written by Sylvia G Dunstan [1955-1993] Singing the Faith 402 

1 Go to the world! Go into every place, 

Go live the world of God’s redeeming grace. 

Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. Alleluia! 

 

2 Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 

the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 

As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way. Alleluia! 

 

3 Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 

for I am with you till the age shall end, 

when all the hosts of glory cry, Amen. Alleluia! 

 

Closing Prayer: 

We pledge ourselves to play our part in your plans, O Lord. 

We immerse ourselves in the belonging of your body, the Church. 

We will not withhold the gifts we have, however humble, 

but serve willingly and well in the work of your kingdom. Amen 

 

And the blessing of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – be with us and with all for whom we pray, this day 

and for all eternity. Amen. 

 


