
Worship at home – 30th Jan 2022  

Key Scriptures: Luke 4:21-30 

 

Key Themes:  
Dare to speak. 
This week we explore hearing and responding to challenging voices. 
 
Call to Worship: 
Openly come to revere the Lord, to praise and worship him.   
Let our hearts rejoice with everlasting joy. 
Amen 
 

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
2 In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 
4 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm! 
 

Source: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal #169 Author: John Greenleaf Whittier 

 

 
 



Prayer of adoration: 
God of the hard road, who did not spare his only son, 
We adore you. 
Christ of the hard words, who did not spare any of the truth, 
We adore you 
Holy Spirit who is gentle as we take the hard way 
We adore you 
Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Father, we confess that we don’t relish being challenged.  We don’t want our ways of 
thinking and living to be questioned.  We like certainties and feeling settled.  So, 
Lord, it is unsettling to imagine you coming among us; for surely, we are your people, 
like those of Nazareth?  And yet they rejected you, for they could not control you and 
take what they wanted from you.   
 
Forgive us for behaving likewise; for thinking we can label and define you.  We are 
your own, and yet our welcome is limited.  We ask for our eyes to be opened, that 
we may share the limitless possibilities of your ministry. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of forgiveness: 
There are times when we are aware that our response to you is so small, O God.  
From the bubbles where we feel safe, cocooned in our certainties, we fail to realise 
how narrow our thinking is.  Yet, you are patient and kind with us; you forgive.  
Thank you, Father, for your forgiveness that covers all our feeble-mindedness. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 71:1-6 
71 LORD, I have come to you for protection; 
    never let me be defeated! 
2 Because you are righteous, help me and rescue me. 
    Listen to me and save me! 
3 Be my secure shelter 
    and a strong fortress[a] to protect me; 
    you are my refuge and defence. 
4 My God, rescue me from wicked people, 
    from the power of cruel and evil people. 
5 Sovereign LORD, I put my hope in you; 
    I have trusted in you since I was young. 
6 I have relied on you all my life; 
    you have protected[b] me since the day I was born. 
    I will always praise you. 
 
Reading: Luke 4:21-30 
21 He said to them, “This passage of scripture has come true today, as you heard it 
being read.” 
22 They were all well impressed with him and marvelled at the eloquent words that he 
spoke. They said, “Isn't he the son of Joseph?” 
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23 He said to them, “I am sure that you will quote this proverb to me, ‘Doctor, heal 
yourself.’ You will also tell me to do here in my hometown the same things you heard 
were done in Capernaum. 24 I tell you this,” Jesus added, “prophets are never 
welcomed in their hometown. 25 Listen to me: it is true that there were many widows 
in Israel during the time of Elijah, when there was no rain for three and a half years 
and a severe famine spread throughout the whole land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to 
anyone in Israel, but only to a widow living in Zarephath in the territory of 
Sidon. 27 And there were many people suffering from a dreaded skin disease who 
lived in Israel during the time of the prophet Elisha; yet not one of them was healed, 
but only Naaman the Syrian.” 
28 When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were filled with anger. 29 They 
rose up, dragged Jesus out of town, and took him to the top of the hill on which their 
town was built. They meant to throw him over the cliff, 30 but he walked through the 
middle of the crowd and went his way. 
 

 

Reflection: 
The voice of rejection 
 
I am the voice of rejection.  Of friendships broken.  Of loyalties betrayed and those 
who I thought were the closest to me turning their backs.  However, I have been 
chosen and set apart and my father in heaven has blessed me.   
 
I reached maturity and returned home to place of my birth, where I hoped I would be 
loved and where my message of redemption, would be heard, and heeded.    Yet, 
that was not the case, and angry, fearful voices were raised against mine.  My voice 
of peace and hope was drowned and strangled among the others. 
 
I went to the synagogue, as was my custom, and as I arrived the scroll was handed 
to me, for me to read.  I was nervous, what would people think and say, after all they 
had known me as a child.  They had watched me grow.  They had observed me, 
learning my trade in my earthly father’s workshop, but now I was on my Heavenly 
Father’s business. 
 
I read from the prophet Isaiah.  That God had anointed me, me the boy they once 
knew.  The youngster whose knees had been scraped, and whose character had 
been shaped by this very community.   I had been divinely elected to proclaim the 
good news to the poor.  To bring freedom the prisoner.  Recovery of sight to the 
blind.  To set the oppressed free and to announce God favour for his people.   
 
I rolled up the scroll and handed it back.  Everyone’s eyes were fixed on me.  I could 
feel the panic rising inside.  There look so expectantly at me, hanging on my every 
word.  Today, I told them, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.   
 
The room erupted.  My voice of proclamation was overpowered by voices of disdain.  
Their wrath fuelled their actions and they bundled me out of the synagogue to a high 
point outside the city.  They intended to throw me over, but my time had not yet 
come, so I slipped away unnoticed.   
 



I am the voice of rejection, and I stand with those who also feel pushed out or 
brushed-off.  I embrace those who face persecution and encircle those in torment.  
For I have come to bring good news to all those whose who seek meaning and who 
feel out of place. The well do not need a doctor.  I have come for the sick, the lonely, 
the bereaved, the hopeless and the helpless.  I have come for you – and for all that 
do not reject me, but welcome me in. 
 
I am the voice of rejection, that is heard and responded to, so that one day all might 
be received. 
 

• It must have been incredibly exciting for the people of Jesus’ home village to 
recognise that they had someone special in their midst. 

• Who is this man? 

• A rabbi? 

• A prophet? 

• The Messiah? 

• Whichever, this small village in Galilee initially receives Jesus’ words with 
warmth and grace. 

• Yet, almost from the outset, the people raise questions: isn’t this remarkable 
young man the son of the carpenter? 

• Jesus reminds his hometown that God’s grace and generosity is not reserved 
for those who – whether family, friends, or neighbours – think they deserve it. 

• In fact, God’s grace is risky, perhaps even scandalous. 

• There are no rules to who is in or who is out, everyone one is accepted by 
God if they come to him ready to receive his blessings. 

• Jesus explains that the well do not need a doctor. 

• He has not come for those that should know better he had come for the 
sinners and those that feel they are a long way from the Kingdom. 

• And saying this is what leads to his rejection. 

• A rejection that allows Jesus to stand with all those through history that feel 
that people have let them down. 

• Maybe the church, the Community, school or home, anywhere where people 
have been made to feel that for whatever reason they are not good enough or 
somehow less than perfect. 

• Jesus stands with the rejected, the poor, the imprisoned, the oppressed the 
depressed and all those in between. 

• Jesus knows how it feels and because of that we can come to him as we are, 
whatever we are feeling, and he will encourage us to put our trust in him and 
allow us to start again. 

• For, once we have made the decision to follow Jesus, we know that he will 
always be with us and then we have a responsibility to share what we know 
with others. 

• Then there is no turning back and so we move forward with Christ. 
 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray for all the places in the world that need your peace: 



Places where wars continue to threaten the stability of the nations. 
And the lack of peace has caused so much destruction; places where people have to 
flee their homes, their families destroyed, lives lost. 
Lord, bring your peace which passes all understanding. 
 
Give wisdom to world leaders. 
To presidents, prime ministers, politicians of all governments, that they may strive for 
lasting peace and true justice, not putting personal ambitions before the needs of 
their people. 
Lord, bring your peace which passes all understanding. 
 
We pray for those who need peace of mind: 
Those weighed down by the stresses and strains of everyday life, or who suffer with 
anxiety, or are oppressed by worry and fear; for those who find it hard to let go of 
things and simply trust. 
Lord, bring your peace which passes all understanding. 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick, lonely or in need of our prayers at this 
time, we think particularly of: 
Brain Margetts – Dalwood 
Gill and Geoff Nichols - Axminister 
Amen 
 

Hymn: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

Bill & Gloria Gaither 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow; 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow; 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow; 

No turning back, no turning back. 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

about:blank


Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Songwriters: Eugene Thomas.   

 
Blessing: 
Everything I am Lord, and everything I do. 
Help me to be always more like you. 
 
Teach me to be yours, Lord, Show me when I’m wrong. 
Help me to be always more li8ke you. 
 
You accepted all, Lord, help everyone to find the way. 
Help me to be always more like you 
Amen 
 

 

 


