
Dear friends, 

This week the setting of the story is simple and commonplace with fisherman cleaning their nets after 

having caught nothing. They would have felt down and useless having nothing to show for their toil – 

nothing to sell to keep their families. Jesus sees in these fishermen, however, people in whom there are 

hidden depths but advises 

them to try again – and something about him came across to them as trustworthy and so they headed out 
into deeper waters – and what a haul they made! Through this, they also became caught up in Jesus. The 
readings this week explore being called by God and how we respond. Like Paul and Peter [and, if we looked 
at the OT reading, Isaiah also], we too, probably feel unworthy. We may also have to jump in at the deep 
end – may feel ‘out of our depth’. Will we have the courage, like them, to say ‘yes’? 

I hope that the new month will be good for you and yours. Every blessing,  Margaret 

Call to worship: let us remind ourselves of the good news proclaimed to us – news which we have 
received, in which we stand and through which we are being saved. 

We come together to meet our living Lord. We hold him in our hearts and behold him in our mind’s eye, 
thankful for the testimony of those who witnessed in reality. 

Come, Lord Jesus, take away our unbelief that we may behold the truth. 

Holding firmly to the message we have heard we approach our living Lord. 

He who perished on a cross now sits enthroned in heaven – and he comes here to meet us. 

As we draw near, confident in the Word that has been passed on to us, we look to our Lord to lead and 
encourage us. 

May we grow in knowledge, understanding, and the kind of belief that becomes a wellspring of action in 
our lives, pouring faith in love for others. Amen 

 

The words to ‘Through all the changing scenes of life’ written by Nahum Tate [1652-1715] and Nicholas 
Brady [1659-1726]. Based on Psalm34.  Singing the Faith 638 

1 Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy, 

the praises of my God shall still my heart and tongue employ. 

2 Of his deliverance I will boast, till all that are distressed 

from my example comfort take and charm their griefs to rest. 

3 O magnify the Lord with me, with me exalt his name; 

when in distress to him I called, he to my rescue came. 

4 The hosts of God encamp around the dwellings of the just; 

deliverance he affords to all who in his succour trust. 

5 O make but trial of his love; experience will decide 

how blest are they, and only they, who in his truth confide. 

6 Fear him, you saints,  and you will then have nothing else to fear; 

make you his service your delight, your wants shall be his care. 

 

Prayers:  

We thank you,  for all who have passed on to us the truth of your resurrection we praise the risen Lord. 



We give thanks who saw with their own eyes. Open our eyes, Lord. 

We thank you for those who testified and those who recorded their words. May we take them to heart. 

We add our own testimony to theirs. Lord, we believe! Amen 

Loving Lord, we ask your forgiveness for so often being more concerned with the outside than the inside- 
for taking pride in external appearances whilst neglecting our inner selves – for putting on a good show 
with nothing behind it – for seeming virtuous on the surface whilst being ugly underneath. 

Help us to realise that true beauty is more than skin-deep – that faith is more than simply appearance and 
that serving you is more than just looking the part. 

Help us to understand that you see us as we really are rather than as we like to imagine – that you see 
behind the masks we wear for the world into our innermost selves – that nothing can be hidden from your 
gaze. Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Loving Father God, who cleans our hearts – transform our minds – renew our spirits and help us to walk 
with Christ. 

Clothe us with joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, and, above 
all, love. 

So lead us, Holy Spirit, into the way of salvation. 

Lord, hear our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come – thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and 
the glory for ever and ever. Amen 

 

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11: Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to 
you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. It is this Good News that saves you if you 
continue to believe the message I told you – unless, of course, you believed something that was not true in 
the first place. I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. 
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried and he was raised from the dead on the 
third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter, and then by the Twelve. After that he was seen 
by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then 
he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, 
I also saw him. For I am the least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle 
after the way I persecuted God’s church. But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his 
special favour on me – and not without results. For I have worked harder than any of the other apostles; 
yet it was not I but God who was working through me by his grace. So it makes no difference whether I 
preach or they preach, for we all preach the same message you have already believed. 

 

Luke 5: 1-11: Once, when Jesus was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, the crowd was pushing in 
on him to better hear the Word of God. he noticed two boats tied up. The fishermen had just left them and 
were out scrubbing their nets. He climbed into the boat that was Simon’s and asked him to put out a little 
from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught the crowd. When he finished teaching, 
he said to Simon, ‘Push out into deep water and let your nets out for a catch.’ 

Simon said, ‘Master, we’ve been fishing hard all night and we haven’t caught even a minnow. But – if you 
say so – I’ll let out the nets.’ It was no sooner said than done – a huge haul of fish, straining the nets past 
capacity. They waved to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They filled both boats, 
nearly swamping them with the catch. 



Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before Jesus, ‘Master, leave. I’m a sinner and can’t handle 
this holiness. Leave me to myself.’ When they pulled in that catch, awe overwhelmed Simon and everyone 
with him. Jesus said to Simon, ‘There is nothing to fear. From now on you will be fishing for men and 
women.’ They pulled their boats up on the beach, left them, nets and all, and followed him. [From The 
Message] 

 

Meditation of Simon Peter. [Nick Fawcett]: 

He called me to follow – to lay down my nets and follow him. No time to think or weigh up the pros and 
cons; then and there, the need to decide. So I did, on the spot – left everything to become one of his 
disciples. And I’m glad. No, honestly, despite everything, I’m glad, for it’s been worth it, a thousand times 
over – yet had I understood at the very beginning what would be asked of me, it might have been a 
different story – very different indeed, because, looking back, I realise I had little idea just what I was 
taking on. I imagined he wanted me to accompany him for a few days, a few weeks at most – and then, 
having done my bit, I could return home – back to friends and family – back to the security of my fishing 
nets – back to the way things had always been; but he soon put me right on that, didn’t he! He made it 
quite clear that discipleship is a lifelong commitment, not an option you can walk away from as the mood 
takes you. Well, a few of us soon considered chucking it in, cutting our losses before we got in too deep. 
Only, we couldn’t do that – not when it came to it, for we knew that though he was asking much he was 
offering more. He had the answers we were looking for – the words of eternal life – and to have walked 
away then would have been to turn our backs on our one true chance of happiness. So we carried on – day 
after day – week after week – month after month – following in his footsteps, sharing in his work. And it 
was tough going, I can tell you, really tough – believe me, as a fisherman I know what I’m talking about. 

Yet, somehow, we found the strength we needed, just as he said we would – at least we did till that awful 
last week when suddenly everything went wrong. The week Judas betrayed him, the soldiers arrested him, 
Pilate condemned him – the week when we all ran for our lives, our love and loyalty forgotten. It was 
terrible, more dreadful than my worst nightmares. I’ve never known fear or sorrow like I felt then, and I 
asked myself as never before: ‘Why did I ever get mixed up with Jesus?’ 

I still ask that sometimes, more often than you might imagine, for it’s not got any easier following him. 
There have been sacrifices to make, suffering to endure, rejection to face – and I know that one day, unless 
I’m much mistaken, I shall pay the ultimate price. So, yes, if I’d known then what I know now I might have 
decided differently. It is possible – I really don’t know – but I’m glad I didn’t, for though it’s been difficult 
and invariably demanding, it has been wonderful also – and I know that not only was it the right decision – 
it was the best I could ever have made. 

 

Comment:  Lake Gennesaret is often known as the Sea of Galilee or Sea of Tiberias. It is a large lake being 
13 miles long and about 8 miles wide with the River Jordan flowing into it from the north, while it flows out 
into the Dead Sea in the south. In Jesus’ time there were probably 9 cities around the lake. Fishing was very 
important – and at one time Josephus recorded that he had commandeered 240 boats. Fish was exported 
to Rome from Galilee – so fishing was big business. 

Jesus was teaching outside the synagogue and sat in a boat to teach because the crowds had been pressing 
in on him and he was swamped. The boat chosen belonged to Simon Peter, to Andrew, his brother and to 
James and John. 

From this passage we can see how Jesus deals with all of us. He asks something small first, and if we do 
that willingly then he might ask us to do something greater. Here he asked for the boat to be put out a 
little way from the shore so he could speak to the people. Simon Peter could have refused and things 
would have gone no further. However he was willing to do this for Jesus and then Jesus asked for the boat 
to pull out into deeper water and for the fishermen to throw their nets out again. After they had spent the 
night fishing with no result, they would have been tired and possibly a bit tetchy. After all, what did Jesus 



know about fishing that they didn’t? The men probably thought it would be a waste of time as fishing was 
not done by day – but Simon agreed to do as asked. Then – what a miraculous catch of fish – so much that 
they had to call for help and the boats nearly capsized under the weight. 

Then, when all was brought to shore and Jesus said: ‘Do not be afraid, from now on you will be fishers of 
people’ there was something about him which meant that these fishermen left everything to follow 
wherever life now took them with Jesus. 

David Adam, once vicar of Lindisfarne, writes: ‘It is interesting to discover how often God calls us through 
emptiness or the fruitless tasks we have performed. [Isaiah experienced the empty throne before it was 
filled with the Presence]………..How often is there a feeling of life slipping through our fingers, is it all a 
waste of time?. ……………………Though reason and habit say no, Simon Peter still obeys, and through 
obedience comes the miraculous catch of fish.’ 

The words to ‘Jesus calls us!’ written by Cecil Frances Alexander [1818-1895] Singing the Faith 250 

1 Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult of our life’s wild restless sea, 

day by day his voice is sounding, saying; ‘Christian, follow me!’ 

2 As of old apostles heard it by the Galilean lake, 

turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for his dear sake. 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, saying; ‘Christian, love me more.’ 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures; ‘Christian, love me more than these.’ 

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercies, Saviour, may we hear your call, 

give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all. 

 

Prayers: Father, today we pray for all who are going through difficulties that make belief hard; 

For those who are suffering physical and mental illness, that they may feel the comfort of your healing 
touch. 

For the bereaved, that they may know your presence as they walk the valley of the shadow. 

For those who have been hurt, betrayed, or abused by people they loved and trusted, that they will come 
to believe in the One who rose above all human fallibility and did not sin. 

Ease all hurting eyes and hearts, Lord. Push aside all barriers to belief. 

Shine your light in our darkness, so that faith may flourish even in the midst of sorrow. Amen. 

Here we are, Lord, with our gifts and our gaps – with our successes and our failures – with our enthusiasm 
and our doubts – with our passion and our unworthiness. Help us to hear your call – take us as we are with 
our weaknesses and faults, transform us, and make us what you will. Help us to hear your call and to have 
the courage to say: ‘Here I am, send me’ and may we go wherever you need us to be. We ask this in the 
name of your Son and our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Peter’s Boat: A 2000-year-old fishing boat which is thought to be typical of those used by Jesus and his 
disciples, was found in 1986 on the bottom of the Sea of Galilee. It is a ‘double-sider’ and shaped like a 
large canoe, having a mast, sail and four oars. While fishing Peter and the other fishermen would have 
used a throw or cast net which is round with weights on the side that is thrown by hand from the boat. The 
weights make the boat sink, then a line from the centre is pulled up to draw the net closed around any fish 
within it. 



The words to ‘Tell me the old, old story’ written by Katherine Hankey [1834-1911]  

Hymns and Psalms 232 

1Tell me the old, old story of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

Tell me the story simply as to a little child, 

or I am weak and weary and helpless and defiled: 

Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

2 Tell me the story slowly that I might take it in – 

that wonderful redemption, God’s remedy for sin. 

Tell me the story often, for I forget so soon; 

the early dew of morning has passed away at noon: 

3 Tell me the story softly, with earnest tones and grave; 

remember I’m the sinner whom Jesus came to save. 

Tell me the story always, if you would really be 

in any time or trouble a comforter to me: 

4 Tell me the same old story when you have cause to fear 

that this world’s empty glory is costing me too dear. 

And when that next world’s glory is dawning on my soul, 

tell me the old, old story – Christ Jesus makes thee whole! 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Lord of the deep, be with us when we feel out of our depth. 

Lord of the waves, send us where we are most needed. 

Lord of the shore, bring us safely home in Jesus’ name. Amen  

 

And may the blessing of God, father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us and with all for whom we pray this day 
and for all eternity. Amen 

 


