
Worship at home – 24th April 2022 

Key Scriptures: John 20:19-31 

 

Key Themes:  
How do I know what’s real? 
 
Call to Worship: 
Come, let us find the risen Lord. 
Come with your whole self, with your worries and your successes, your fears and 
your joys, your questions and your answers. 
Come, all who are excited and all who are anxious.  Come, all who are confident and 
all who are searching.  God will meet us here. 
Amen 
 
Hymn: How Deep The Father's Love For Us 

Stuart Townend 

 

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 

Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 
Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Stuart Townend 
How Deep The Father's Love For Us lyrics © Capitol CMG Publishing 
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Prayers: 
Adoration: 
God of all the world, we believe in the fact that you created us, we believe in the fact 
that you love us, we believe in the fact that your son died for us – even when it 
seems too good to be true.  Even when we long for a deeper encounter, even though 
there is so much that is mystery.  We believe that you are our God and we praise 
and adore you, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Living God, forgive us when in our hearts we say unless our prayers are answered, 
we won’t believe. 
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love. 
Forgive us when we say unless we can go our way, we won’t follow you. 
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love. 
Forgive us when we want to be disciples but on our terms. 
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love. 
In Jesus’ name we pray 
Amen 
 
Assurance of forgiveness: 
God of all that is real, we don’t always know what we believe, but we know we 
always believe in you and in your forgiveness, I n your understanding of each of our 
needs, in your patience with our doubts, in your challenging of our stubbornness, in 
your meeting us where we are, and in the strength of that truth, and with the 
assurance of your love, we give you our best. 
Amen. 

Psalm 118:14-29 

14 The LORD is my strength and my defence[a]; 

    he has become my salvation. 
15 Shouts of joy and victory 

    resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 
16 

    The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 

    the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!” 
17 I will not die but live, 

    and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
18 The LORD has chastened me severely, 

    but he has not given me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous; 

    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD 

    through which the righteous may enter. 
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

    you have become my salvation. 
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22 The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, 

    and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24 The LORD has done it this very day; 

    let us rejoice today and be glad. 
25 LORD, save us! 

    LORD, grant us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 

    From the house of the LORD we bless you.[b] 
27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light shine on us. 

With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession 

    up[c] to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise you; 

    you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever. 

 
Reading: John 20:19-31 

 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind 
locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came 
and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 After saying this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I 
send you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 
 
Jesus and Thomas 
24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my 
finger on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at 
my hands; then reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting and 
believe!” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those 
who believe without seeing me!” 
 
The Purpose of This Book 
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30 In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are not 
written down in this book. 31 But these have been written in order that you may 
believe[a] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in 
him you may have life. 
 
Reflection: I should have believed – The Voice of Thomas 

 

I was not there at the beginning, well, I was, but I was not there at the beginning of the 
end.  Stop.  What do I mean?  Let me explain. 
  
I was there at the beginning, when He first called me, and asked me to follow him.  I 
was there, when we moved from place to place and I watched Him teach, heal and 
show us God. 
  
I was there, when they arrested Him, tried Him, crucified Him and buried Him.  But 
when He rose again, and stood among His friends in that upper room, I was not there. 
  
I was grieving, feeling sorry for myself, I needed to be alone, to nurse my open wounds, 
and to start looking to rebuild my shattered life.  Not that that is any kind of an excuse 
of course, but it is the reason why I wasn’t there. 
  
But Jesus being Jesus, did not leave it there, even when I refused to believe the stories 
I was told.  I doubted, and I needed proof.   I wanted to touch His hands where the 
nails had left their mark and place my hand where the spear had pierced his side.  I 
sought the truth, it was vital I was sure, before I just took the word of the others, who 
had loved him as much as I did. 
 
What a fool I was?   
  
Of course, He came again, and this time I was there, He made sure of that.  And He 
gave me the proof I so longed for.  I touched the signs of crucifixion, I felt my shame 
inside me like a knife, forever doubting him, and I fell at His feet and called Him Lord.   
  
He never condemned me, or rebuked me, He just smiled, happy that I now believed.  
But He challenged me.  “You believed because you have seen me, happy are those 
that believe without seeing me.” He spoke. 
  
What did he mean? 
  
As the days and weeks passed, it all began to be clear.  I should have            
remembered all the things He has told us.  I should have trusted my friends, I should 
have believed that I stood in the presence of God and man, but I didn't. 
  
So, where did we go from there?   
  
As I said, I was there, from the beginning to the end, and back to the beginning again.  
Nothing was ever the same. 
  
How could it be? 
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With Jesus risen, ascended to His father, and the Holy Spirit living and breathing 
among us.  And we, humble fishermen, turned into prophets and teachers almost 
overnight.  We were now His hands and feet; we were to be Christ to the world.   
  
  
Thought:  
 

• Mary Magdalene told Peter and the beloved disciple that Jesus’ tomb was 
empty. 

• They looked for themselves but returned home. 

• She waited there and told all the disciples “I have seen the Lord”. 

• But their reaction was to lock themselves away in fear. 

• Despite this, Jesus, who opens doors for us that the world cannot shut 
appeared to them. 

• He showed them his hands and side, breathed the Holy Spirit on them, and 
sent them out to proclaim forgiveness in his name. 

• They followed Mary’s example and told the missing Thomas, “We have seen 
the Lord”. 

• He in his turn won’t believe them unless he can see and touch the risen Lord. 

• In John’s Gospel, many characters struggle for faith and understanding and 
engage Jesus in dialogue. 

• Nicodemus asks about being “Born again”. 

• The Samaritan women about “Living water” and Thomas himself asks about 
“the Way”. 

• Jesus’ willingness to respond helps us to understand the meaning of the 
unfolding events. 

• Mary asks where the body has been laid and when Jesus responds “Mary” 
she meets her Lord risen to life again. 

• Thomas missed out on seeing Jesus the first time, and yet when he does 
finally see him, he greets him as Lord and God. 

• Jesus is please that he believes when he sees him, but he blesses those that 
had believed without seeing. 

• We have not seen Jesus in the flesh, but we know that he is present with us. 

• We believe that he is walking with us in the thick and the thin. 

• When troubles come and we are not sure which way is up. 

• When we are not sure how or what to pray, we put our trust in those around 
us that they will pray for us and somehow bring Jesus close to us. 

• And that it what we are asked to do for one another. 

• To be the hands and feet of Christ. 

• To laugh when God’s people are laughing. 

• To weep when God’s people are weeping and to hand a helping hand 
wherever we can. 

• And we are asked to make God real for those around us as others are to 
make God real for us. 

• So, like Thomas let us proclaim “my Lord and my God” 

• And let us believe and make God real for those who need to experience the 
reality of God. 

Amen 
 



Prayers of Intercession: 
 
Creator God, we pray for the world on days in which it is hard to believe that the 
hungry will be fed, there will be justice and freedom, and that wars will cease.  We 
particularly think of those in the Ukraine and in Russia where people are fleeing for 
there lives and some many have been made homeless and are dispossessed. 
We pray for the world, on days when we cannot see you within it. 
We pray for faith: may your peace be with us. 
 
Saviour God, we pray for humankind on days in which it is hard to believe that love is 
stronger than hatred, the sick will be made well, and that death has been destroyed. 
We pray on day when we cannot see you among us. 
We pray for faith: may your peace be with us. 
 
Spirit of God, we pray for the church on days in which it is hard to believe that we 
have a message for the world, our unity is greater than our division and the we will 
ever serve you as we should. 
We pray for the church on days when we cannot see you at work within it. 
We pray for faith: May your peace be with us. 
 
Jesus said: “Be unbelieving no longer but believe” We pray to you because we have 
faith in the love made known to us in the life, death and resurrection of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick, lonely or in need of our prayers at this 
time, we think particularly of: 
Brain Margets – Dalwood 
Gill and Geoff Nichols - Axminister 
Amen 
 
Hymn:  All my hope on God is founded 
 
1. All my hope on God is founded 
who does still my trust renew; 
through all change and chance God guides me, 
only good and only true. 
Love unknown, God's alone, 
calls my heart to be God's own. 
 
2. Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown, betray all trust; 
what our care and toil establish, 
tower and temple, fall to dust, 
but God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
3. God's great goodness reigns eternal, 
deep in wisdom, passing thought; 
light and life are all God's splendour 



bringing beauty out of naught. 
Evermore from God's store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
4. Daily does Almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow, 
God's desire our soul delighting, 
pleasure leading where we go. 
Love will stand at God's hand; 
joy will wait on God's command. 
 
5. Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, the Son. 
Hear Christ call one and all: 
you that follow shall not fall. 
 
 
Blessing: 
Lord, as we continue our journey with you this week, as we seek to live out our faith 
every day, be with us, surprise with your love, nudge us when you want us to see or 
do something new – for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 


