
2022 – 8TH MAY – WORSHIP AT HOME – EASTER FOUR 

Dear friends, 

Today we hear of the voice of the shepherd calling to us to follow him. It is a beautiful image and one 

which gives me great comfort. I hope that it is the same for you. With every blessing, Margaret 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  When our hearts are full of joy, we praise the Lord Jesus. 

   When our hearts are sad, we look to him. 

   When we need a friend, we rely on him. 

   Wherever we are, however we may feel, we trust in him. 

   Come and worship the Lord Jesus this day, in this place, as his people. Amen.  

With our friends around us, and with you in our midst, Lord Jesus, we are content – we are reassured – we 

are confident – we are determined to share your love, and draw others to your fold – to your praise and 

glory. Amen. 

   Jesus, loving shepherd, be near to us. 

   Jesus, good shepherd, watch over us. 

   Jesus, caring shepherd, be gentle with us. 

   Jesus, consoling shepherd, walk with us. 

   Jesus, commissioning shepherd, send us out: 

   to be near others; 

   to watch over others; 

   to be gentle with others – 

   and to work with them in your name. Amen. 

 

 

The words to ‘Love divine’ written by Charles Wesley [1707-1788] Singing the Faith 503 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all they faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 

2 Come, almighty, to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

3 Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee: 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

Almighty God, 

We come once more rejoicing in your love and celebrating your goodness, for you have blessed us richly 

and it is with grateful hearts that we praise you. 

WE praise you for the constancy of your love, new every morning – for your handiwork in creation – the 

miracle of life in its infinite variety – and the beauty and wonder of the world in which we live. 



We thank you for all that you have done for us in Christ, opening, through him, a way for us to know you 

better – revealing something of your greatness and goodness and filling our lives to overflowing with your 

unfailing love. 

We thank you and praise you for the way you have guided us across the years – and for the assurance that 

you will continue to lead us every step of our way – for the strength you have offered us in times of need – 

the comfort when we are distressed – the encouragement you give us when we are uncertain – and the joy 

in times of sorrow. 

Lord, accept now our worship, poor and inadequate though it may be. Open our hearts to your sovereign 

presence, so that we may be filled with an ever-deeper sense of wonder – a greater feeling of awe – and a 

richer understanding of your purpose for us and for all the world. 

In the name of Christ we praise you. Amen. 

 

Yet, Lord, we live in a world where people believe so many different things or are too busy with their own 

lives to even think about what they do believe. 

We know, Lord, there are times when that is also true of us. 

Forgive us, Lord, and help us to make sure that all our actions spring from our faith and belief in you. 

PAUSE 

The Lord is our shepherd, who restores our soul. 

He washes us clean with his words of forgiveness. 

We thank you, Lord, Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

John 10: 22-30. [NIV] 

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the Temple courts 

walking at Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, ‘How long will 

you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 

Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about 

me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, no-one will snatch them out of my 

hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all – no-one can snatch them out of my 

Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.’ 

 

Comment: This tenth chapter of John’s gospel is very much about sheep and their shepherd. Jesus 

describes how the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them. In verse 8 of this chapter, Jesus 

declares that he is the gate for the sheep, so describing not only our entry into his kingdom, but also our 

protection as the shepherd used to lie across the gateway of the fold to safeguard the sheep – to keep 

them safe from predators. In verse 11 Jesus says, ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for his sheep.’ 

Now the Jews were arguing about these words; some of them thought that Jesus was mad while others 

thought him wonderful. And that is where the above passage begins. It is the Dedication Festival – 

Hanukkah – sometimes called the Festival of Lights. It was to celebrate the heroic victory of Judas 

Maccabeus over the King of Assyria. In 170BC, over 80,000 Jews perished in the attack on Jerusalem – and 

the same number were taken into captivity. It was six years later that Judas Maccabeus rescued Jerusalem, 

and the Temple was cleansed and purified. To celebrate this festival lights were lit in every Jewish home as 



well as in the Temple. This festival takes place on the 25th day of Chisley, which corresponds to December 

and so very close to Christmas. 

We are told in the passage that it is winter, and that Jesus is walking in Solomon’s Colonnade or Porch in 

the first court of the Temple precincts. 

The Jews ask Jesus how long he intends to keep them in suspense – they wanted a straight answer to their 

wondering if he was the Messiah or not. 

There were two main groups – those who wanted to know and who looked forward to the answer – and 

those who sought to trap Jesus and accuse him of blasphemy or madness. Jesus replies that he has already 

told them and that his works testify to this. He tells them that they just don’t believe because they do not 

belong to his sheep. 

Then Jesus details what it means to be a believer: ‘My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow 

me. I give them eternal life and they will never perish. No-one will snatch them from my hand’ [John 10: 

27,28] 

To hear is to obey. Not only do his believers hear him, they obey him – they follow him. He knows them 

and has a relationship with them – he loves them and cares for them. They are his followers and, just as 

sheep follow their shepherd to new pastures, we follow Jesus into newness of life. Unlike ordinary sheep, 

those who follow Jesus will not perish, but receive the gift of everlasting life. 

No-one and nothing can take them from Jesus, not even death. One of the greatest comments on this can 

be found in Romans 8: 35-39. 

 

The words to ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ written by Joseph Medlicott Scriven [1819-1886] StF 531 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

2 Have we trials and temptations, is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness: take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Saviour, still our refuge – take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you, you will find a solace there. 

 

Prayers of Intercession: 

We listen for the shepherd’s voice but there are those for whom God seems to be silent – and we pray for 

them now. 

Loving God, we thank you that you are a God who hears and answers prayers and we praise you and thank 

you for those times when you have responded to us and we have heard you. But we do confess that there 

have been times in our lives when we have thought that you remained silent – when, listen though we 

might, we cannot hear your voice. 

And so we pray now for all those who cry out to you but who feel that their prayers are unanswered. 

We think of those known to us who are facing difficult times – battling with illness – wrestling with 

depression – anxious about the future – grieving for loved ones they have lost. We pray for anyone for 

whom life seems a puzzle, even a burden – and those who long to find hope to make some sense out of 

their confusion. 



There are many who feel far from you, burdened by doubt – maybe overwhelmed by temptation or 

crushed by failure. People who long to know you better but who find it hard to get close – those who seek 

to serve you but are weighed down by a sense of their weaknesses, lack of faith and repeated mistakes. 

Many seek guidance, uncertain of their ability to face the future and unclear as to what you want from 

them or what you plan for their lives. May those who ask you to lead the way forward yet who still have no 

clear idea of their particular calling hear your voice leading them forward. 

Lord, we hold before you the poor and the weak – those who are vulnerable and disadvantaged in society 

– denied their rights – their dignity – their freedom – their livelihoods; all who long for a time when justice 

will be established but who have given up believing that it ever will be. 

Living God, we are conscious that so many in our world cry out to you yet seem to receive no answer – 

some because they do not expect to receive any – some because they are not ready or willing to listen – 

some because they do not understand what you are saying – but many are genuinely and urgently longing 

to hear your voice, yearning for some response. 

Speak to them, we pray, reach out to their pain and hurt, their need and hopelessness – bring your word of 

comfort, peace, healing, love and renewal – and may they hear your voice speaking to them. 

Lord in your mercy, hear us, and hear all who pray to you – and may all hear you as you guide them. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh. Amen.  

 

Illustration: [David Adam]: Two flocks of sheep had become intermingled. Night was coming down and it 

would be very difficult to separate them before it was dark. If men or dogs were sent in, it would cause a 

lot of ear among the sheep and greater confusion. The shepherd who came to care for his flock said: ‘leave 

them alone. Wait until it is almost the end of the day, then I will call them. They know me, they will hear 

my voice, and they will follow me.’ As evening came, the shepherd started to call. The reaction amongst 

the sheep was interesting, for some heard the call and wanted to run away because they did not know it. 

The sheep that belonged to the shepherd recognised his voice. They heard a call that meant safety, shelter 

and sustenance. They knew the love of the shepherd and came running to where he was. 

 

The words to ‘In the streets of every city’ written by Michael Perry [1942-1996] Mission Praise 866 

Copyright: Mrs B. Perry, Jubilate Hymns. 

1 In the streets of every city, bringing hope and healing strife, 

Living out the Saviour’s pity, caring for each precious life. 

2 Through the world, in every nation, serving Christ, with lives made whole; 

in his name we speak salvation, grace for every living soul. 

Where it matters, there you’ll find us, 

Where it matters, there you’ll find us, serving Jesus; 

Where it matters, there you’ll find us in the service of our Lord. 

3 In our daily time of praying, thanking God for sins forgiven, 

hearing what his voice is saying, tasting now the joys of heaven. 

4 At his table, there you’ll find us pouring wine and sharing bread; 

‘Christ has died,’ these gifts remind us – ‘Christ is risen from the dead’ 

Where it matters………………………….. 

God of city, and of nation, Lord ascended, coming King; 

with resounding exultation of your faithfulness we sing. 

Where it matters……………. 

 

Closing Prayer: Whatever today may hold and whatever tomorrow might bring, the future is secure – for 

Christ is with us, the same yesterday, today, and for ever. Live each moment with him in quiet confidence 

and joyful celebration, for he is ours and we are his for all eternity. Amen. 


