
2022 15TH MAY W@H EASTER FIVE 

Dear friends, 

I am writing this a fortnight early so that it is ready to go out at the correct time. Within the Circuit there is 

a lot of quite intense work coming up as four of our ministers make their decisions as to whether they wish 

to remain here or are ready to move on to pastures new. Once they have made their decision the circuit 

stewards have a lot to do, and I felt I would be happier ensuring that I am well up to where I should be with 

things like this regular Worship at Home. I enjoy writing these and have found them to be a good focus for 

me – though when Becky and I started we didn’t think that we would still be doing this over two years on! 

We shall continue to provide these services for as long as there is still a place for them – and for as long as 

we are able. Every blessing to you all. Margaret 

 

Call to worship:  With earth and sky, with birds that fly – come, praise God. 

   With sun and moon, at night and noon – come, praise God. 

   With dogs and cats, with bears and bats – come, praise God. 

   With every race, in every place – come praise God – praise the God of all. 

Eternal God, as we share our faith together, we pray for those of other faiths, in other places. We pray for 

those of no faith – for those who have lost faith – and for those searching for it. 

Breathe your Spirit upon us all, and unite us in all that is good, that your kingdom may come, and your will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

   Lord Jesus, you overturned tables and conventions, 

   You challenged leaders and laws, 

   You tore down and built up; 

   You commissioned and called – 

   And so we come to hear your word – to be inspired by your truth, 

   And to live out your love. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘All over the world’ written by Roy Turner. Mission Praise 18 

Copyright   1984 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 

1 All over the world the Spirit is moving, all over the world as the prophet said it would be; 

All over the world there’s a mighty revelation of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2 All over His Church God’s Spirit is moving, all over His Church as the prophet said it would be; 

All over His Church there’s a mighty revelation of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

 

3 Right here in this place the Spirit is moving, right here in this place as the prophet said it would be; 

Right here in this place there’s a mighty revelation of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Prayers including Lord’s Prayer: 

Almighty God, creator and ruler of the universe, we praise you for your great love, faithful guidance and 

sovereign purpose. 

We praise and thank you that throughout history - and throughout our lives – you have been at work, 

bringing good out of evil – hope out of despair – love out of hate – and life after death. 

We praise you for the way you have changed lives over the centuries – your call to Abraham to set out in 

search of a new land – to Moses to lead your people out of Egypt – to judges and prophets to speak your 

word – to disciples to follow Jesus – and to leaders and teachers to build your Church. 



And even when your people have gone astray you have always been there, looking to lead them back to 

you – striving to restore the broken relationship that they may be able to put the past behind them and 

start again. 

We thank you that you have also been patient with us – always willing to forgive and forget – slow to anger  

and abounding in steadfast love for it is your nature always to show mercy. When we have lost our way – 

lost sight of your goodness – even when we have lost faith – still you have stayed true, seeking to draw us 

back to yourself. 

And we are conscious that we have not always appreciated your love – that we have been slow to thank 

you, yet often quick to ask for more – often dissatisfied with what we have, yet wasteful of the resources 

you have given us. 

Gracious and loving God, assure us once more of your mercy – renew us through the living presence of 

your Holy Spirit – and so restore our relationship with you, that we might worship you each day not just in 

words but through all that we are. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank our Lord for his grace and mercy and for the assurance that he will be with us in the days ahead 

– that, whatever they may bring – whatever challenges we may face, or trials we may endure – he will be 

there to see us through, giving us the strength, and the resources we need, and a joy that cannot be 

shaken. 

Lord, we bring you our grateful praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and 

the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Acts 11: 1-18 – taken from The Message [Eugene Peterson]: 

The news [about Cornelius and his household had been baptised by Peter even though they were Gentiles] 

travelled fast and in no time the leaders and friends back in Jerusalem heard about it – heard that the non-

Jewish “outsiders” were now “in.” When Peter got back to Jerusalem, some of his old associates who were  

concerned about circumcision, called him on the carpet. 

‘What do you think you are doing rubbing shoulders with that crowd, eating what is prohibited and ruining 

our good name?’ 

So Peter, starting from the beginning, laid it out for them, step by step. 

‘Recently I was in the town of Joppa praying. I fell into a trance and saw a vision. Something like a huge 

blanket, lowered by ropes at its four corners, came out of heaven and settled on the ground in front of me. 

Milling around on the blanket were farm animals, wild animals, reptiles, birds – you name it, it was there. 

Fascinated, I took it all in. 

Then I heard a voice. ‘Go to it, Peter – kill and eat’. I said: ‘Oh no, Master, I’ve never so much as tasted food 

that wasn’t kosher.’ 

The voice spoke again: ‘If God says it’s okay, it is okay.’ 

This happened three times, and then the blanket was pulled back up into the sky. 

Just then three men showed up at the house where I was staying, sent from Caesarea to get me. The Spirit 

told me to go with them, no questions asked. So I went with them, I and six friends, to the man who had 

sent for me. He told us how he had seen an angel right in his own house, real as his next-door neighbour, 

saying: ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, the one they call Peter. He will tell you something that will save your 

life – in fact, you, and everyone you care for.’ 



So I started in, talking. Before I’d spoken half-a-dozen sentences, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he did 

on us the first time. I remembered Jesus’ words: ‘John baptised with water; you will be baptised with the 

Holy Spirit.’ So I ask you: If God gave the same exact gift to them as to us when we believed in the Master, 

Jesus Christ, how could I object to God?’ 

Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it sank in, they started praising God. 

‘It has really happened! God has broken through to the other nations, opened them up to Life!’ 

 

 

Comment:  

Moving out to the Gentiles was a crucial and significant historical turning point. Jerusalem [Acts 2-7], Judea 

and Samaria [Acts8] and the ends of the earth were the concentric circles of witness commanded by the 

ascending Lord in Acts1:8. Crucially the Church had to decide whether converts had to become Jews who 

added Christian discipleship onto Jewish law-keeping, or whether Gentiles simply moved straight into 

Christian fellowship without becoming Jews first. The Council of Jerusalem finally settled the question [Acts 

15], although the issue went on making waves for a long time. 

Peter relates his vision, which has already been described in Acts 10 but, as in Paul’s conversion, Luke is 

here emphasising its importance. Nothing is now unclean – all those kinds of regulations have gone. No-

one is ever excluded again by the old rules. The Holy Spirit fell upon them [v. 15] just as it had on the 

believers in Jerusalem in Acts 2. For Peter, the combination of a vision and a command from God, as well 

as the Lord’s preparation of Cornelius, and his authentication by the Holy Spirit, left no room for any doubt 

that this was the way forward. 

############################## 

What would you like to exclude from our church buildings? Rats? Draughts? Rain? 

How do we exclude them? Why do we exclude them? 

So, some boundaries are good – even necessary! Fair enough! 

But what if I asked you: ‘Who would you like to exclude from our church buildings? 

OK. We may not want to exclude anyone, but do you think that there are any people, or groups of people 

who do feel that they are excluded – that they aren’t welcome? 

If so, what is that makes them feel that way – what might raise the barriers between us and them? 

In particular, what might we be doing that creates those barriers even though we haven’t realised it? 

Imagine yourself in the other person’s shoes – what do they make of us? What does a visitor see? 

This reading today should suggest a lot about inclusion and exclusion – about who is in and who is not.  

Are there any valid reasons why we might exclude someone or some group? 

How does each one of us cope with people whose culture or outlook on life is very different from ours? 

Who should change – us, them, neither, both? 

So, what do we do now? 

It seems we need to search ourselves deeply – where do we know we are biased? 

And we need to remember these words from our reading: ‘If God says it is okay, it is okay.’ 

God is inclusive and so it behoves us also to be truly inclusive. It will sometimes be uncomfortable – take us 

right out of our comfort zones – but it is what we are expected to be. Nobody said that following the 

Christian way would be easy. 

 

Prayers of Intercession: We pray, dear God, 

For places where there is division and for countries in the grip of civil war or are being invaded. 

May your Holy Spirit bring peace. 

For countries where there is religious persecution ……..that your Holy Spirit bring unity. 

For towns and cities where gang warfare brings fear……may your Holy Spirit bring hope 

For communities where there is inequality………may your Holy Spirit bring dignity. 



For workplaces where there is insecurity……may your Holy Spirit bring confidence. 

For homes where there is brokenness………may your Holy Spirit bring healing. 

And for churches where there is dilemma………may your Holy Spirit bring life. 

May all show your glory. Amen. 

 

An all-age prayer: 

Dear God, we bring to you those who are unclean and ask you to bless them – the homeless – those who 

have made mistakes and are in prison – those who suffer from addiction – refugees and asylum seekers. 

Bless each one of them, and help us to be the people who offer kindness and hope, and who share the 

good news of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

A personal prayer: 

God of all ages and all stability, change can be exciting and threatening – division can be dangerous and 

protective – dogma can be safe and stifling – difference can be fun and frightening. 

Help me to discern the difference, and to be a helper and not a hinderer to the work and growth and 

mission of your kingdom. 

I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘In an age of twisted values’ written by Martin Leckebusch [b.1962] Singing the Faith 703 

1 In an age of twisted values we have lost the truth we need; 

In sophisticated language we have justified our greed; 

by our struggle for possessions we have robbed the poor and weak – 

hear our cry and heal our nations: your forgiveness, Lord, we seek. 

 

2 We have built discrimination on our prejudice and fear; 

hatred swiftly turns to cruelty if we hold resentments dear. 

For communities divided by the walls of class and race 

hear our cry and heal our nations: show us, Lord, your love and grace. 

 

3 When our families are broken; when our homes are full of strife; 

when our children are bewildered, when they lose their way in life; 

when we fail to give the aged all the care we know we should – 

hear our cry and heal our nations with your tender fatherhood. 

 

4 We who hear your word so often choose so rarely to obey; 

turn us from our wilful blindness, give us truth to light our way. 

In the power of your Spirit come to cleanse us, make us new; 

hear our cry and heal our nations till our nations honour you. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

May we be open enough to change, 

humble enough to be changed, 

and bold enough to stand by those who are radical agents of change. Amen 

 

And may the blessing of God – the Father who created us – the Son who found us and saved us – and the 

Holy Spirit who lives and works with in – be with us and all whom we love and all for whom we pray, this 

day and for all eternity. Amen.  

 


