
Worship at Home – 22nd May 2022 – Easter 6 
 
 
Key: Scriptures:    Revelation 21:10, 21:22-27 
 
Call to Worship: 
Come if you’re healthy, come if you’re hurt. Come if you’re hopeful, come if you’re 
sad. Let God’s light shine upon you. Let God’s life fill you. Let God bring you healing 
and hope today. 
 
Hymn: Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see.  
 
Chorus 
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today.  
  
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  
Longing for hope, many despair.  
Your word alone has power to save us.  
Make us your living voice.  
Chorus 
 
Longing for food, many are hungry.  
Longing for water, many still thirst.  
Make us your bread, broken for others,  
shared until all are fed.  
Chorus 
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  
Longing for warmth, many are cold.  
Make us your building, sheltering others,  
walls made of living stone.  
Chorus 
 
Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another,  
making your kingdom come.  
Chorus 
 
 
 



Prayers: 
All-encompassing God, we bow in adoration. There is no need of sun or moon in the 
radiance of your majesty. We bow in adoration, basking in the light of your love. 
We exalt your name. 
 
Son of God, we bow in adoration. Lamb of God, you light up our world with your 
glory. We bow in adoration, basking in the warmth of your saving grace. 
We exalt your name. 
 
Holy Spirit, we bow in adoration. Blessing of God’s goodness, you cause our hearts 
to leap for joy. We bow in adoration, basking in the power of the river of life. 
We exalt your name. 
 
Confession: 
Lord, you give us life. But there are times we don’t live life the way you wish us to. 
When pain has us in its grip, we may give in to the gloom of pessimism. Forgive us 
when we see only the gloomy downside of situations. Forgive us when 
circumstances take over and moaning is easier than fighting. Dark times sap our 
strength and courage and blind us to your light. Renew our strength to fight our way 
into your healing light. 
Forgive us and rekindle the light of hope in these times, Lord, that all shall be 
well. 
 
Assurance: 
Through the blood of the Lamb, we are forgiven and cleansed. Let us praise God for 
his Son, the Lamb who through the cross paid the price for our sins. Thanks be to 
God. Amen. 
 
John 5:1-9 
The Healing at the Pool 
5 After this, Jesus went to Jerusalem for a religious festival. 2 Near the Sheep Gate 
in Jerusalem there is a pool[a] with five porches; in Hebrew it is called 
Bethzatha.[b] 3 A large crowd of sick people were lying on the porches—the blind, the 
lame, and the paralyzed. 4 [c] 5 A man was there who had been sick for thirty-eight 
years. 6 Jesus saw him lying there, and he knew that the man had been sick for such 
a long time; so he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 
7 The sick man answered, “Sir, I don't have anyone here to put me in the pool when 
the water is stirred up; while I am trying to get in, somebody else gets there first.” 
8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.” 9 Immediately the man got 
well; he picked up his mat and started walking. 
The day this happened was a Sabbath, 
 
Revelation 21:10, 21:22-27 
10 The Spirit took control of me, and the angel carried me to the top of a very high 
mountain. He showed me Jerusalem, the Holy City, coming down out of heaven from 
God.22 I did not see a temple in the city, because its temple is the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb. 23 The city has no need of the sun or the moon to shine on it, because 
the glory of God shines on it, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The peoples of the world 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their wealth into it. 25 The 
gates of the city will stand open all day; they will never be closed, because there will 
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be no night there. 26 The greatness and the wealth of the nations will be brought into 
the city. 27 But nothing that is impure will enter the city, nor anyone who does 
shameful things or tells lies. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book 
of the living will enter the city. 
 
Meditation: The voice of renewal 
 
I am the voice of renewal, of the broken, restored and a new commandment given.  
A new pathway laid down, where I am the beginning and the end. 
 
You know the stories, promises, and demands of God set down in the ancient 
writings. Requests to put God first and love him with all of your heart, mind and soul. 
Now, I give you a new command to love God and to love one another as I have 
loved you. To be willing as I am to lay down your life for your friends. By these 
actions, all people will know that you belong to me, and that even when I am gone, 
God’s love will prevail.  
 
One day I will come again, and I will draw all people to myself. For one day there will 
be a new heaven and a new earth, and all that is now will pass away. There will be a 
new Jerusalem, a Holy City, no longer reserved for elected souls, but open to all, 
where everyone is valued for who they are. In this place, God will dwell with his 
people, and walk them as it was always intended. Here, he will wash every tear from 
your eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning. 
 
I am making all things new again. Wiping the slate clean. Renewing all that is 
tarnished, broken and worn out. Re-energising those who are tired and battle weary. 
Planting a new vision, a new hope, and a new existence. When time comes, the tree 
of life will grow in the centre and its leaves will be for the healing of the nations. 
 
However, you must remember that my words are just a foretaste of what is to come. 
If you put your trust in me today, then all I speak will be yours. Life in all its fullness, 
in and through me, is for now, but also – not yet. It is not about one thing or the 
other, it is both, and.  
 
I am the voice of renewal or setting the balance straight again. Of reclaiming the 
planet and your responsibility for it. Where you fulfil your high calling to making my 
kingdom come on earth, where my eternal work of love is done. Where raging seas 
and the water of chaos are no more, and river of life flows endlessly. If you have ears 
to hear, listen to my voice.  
 
Reflection: 

• The man lying by the pool had been there for 38 years when Jesus asked him 
“Do you want to be made well” 

• And the people of Israel complained and rebelled in the wilderness for 38 
years before the old generation perished and a new generation was ready to 
possess the Promised Land. 

• Jesus made the sick man well on the Sabbath, when God rested from the 
work of creation. 

• We might wonder if we are prepared to accept what is really necessary both 
for our own wellbeing and for the healing of our planet. 



• Are we ready to let the river of the water of life heal and nourish everything? 

• Or will we continue to step past those with no one to help them as we push 
forward to plunge into our own self-contained pool? 

• Can we become the ones that offer assistance to those who long for healing 
in our world? 

• Can we be the one that helps others into the pool. 

• John has a vison of hope in the book of Revelations. 

• Hope and healing for the world, where he sees a new Jerusalem, a new 
heaven and a new earth. 

• John does not see a temple, as the temple is the place where God has his 
being. 

• However, this is because in the new city God will dwell with his people as was 
always intended from the bringing of creation. 

• God is making all things new again. 

• He is wanting us to put our trust in him and allow him to have his very being in 
us. 

• Sometimes life is hard, and we do not have any easy answers. 

• Sometimes we go through very dark times, and we are not sure how or what 
to pray. 

• Yet, in those times, we need to hold on the truth that God is, and where we 
cannot pray there are others that are doing that for us. 

• Just because we are Christians it does not mean that everything is wonderful 
in the garden all the time, sometimes we are just holding on by our fingertips. 

• But God promises us that all shall be well, and even if it does not feel like that 
at the moment, God is with us right in the centre, he is our rock which will not 
move. 

• Every if the waters of chaos rage and the storms of life blow in, he will always 
be our anchor and he will not let us go. 

• God wants us to be a part of his wondrous story and he meets us where we 
are, he walks alongside us and comforts us when we travel in the dark places. 

• He offers us hope, for the healing of the nations and for our very souls.    
 

Prayers: 
God of justice and compassion, we pray for the rulers of the world, that they may not 
put the practice of economic theories or the fulfilment of political ideologies before 
their duty to meet the needs of their people. Guided by your Holy Spirit, may they 
seek peace and not warfare, justice and not the wielding of power for its own sake, 
to feed the hungry rather that hoarding wealth. 
Open our lives to your Spirit 
Open our hearts to love one another.  
 
God of generosity and forgiveness, we pray for human beings and their relationship 
that we may not put our own rights, our own wants and desires before the rights and 
needs of those around us. Guided by your Holy Spirit, may we be loving and giving, 
tolerant and respectful, forgiving and accepting. 
Open our lives to your Spirit 
Open our hearts to love one another.  
 



God of love and life, we pray for the church, that we may not put our own dogmas 
our traditions and prejudices before our love for one another and the world. Guided 
by your Holy Spirit, may we be united in our witness to the gospel, welcoming to all 
and open to new visions of what we should do. 
Open our lives to your Spirit 
Open our hearts to love one another.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn: I will sing the wondrous story 

 

1 I will sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me. 

How He left His home in glory 

For the cross of Calvary. 

I was lost, but Jesus found me, 

Found the sheep that went astray, 

Threw His loving arms around me, 

Drew me back into His way. 

2 I was bruised, but Jesus healed me; 

Faint was I from many a fall; 

Sight was gone, and fears possessed me, 

But He freed me from them all. 

Days of darkness still come o'er me, 

Sorrow's paths I often tread, 

But the Saviour still is with me; 

By His hand I'm safely led. 

3 He will keep me till the river 

Rolls its waters at my feet; 

Then He'll bear me safely over, 

Where the loved ones I shall meet. 

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me, 

Sing it with the saints in glory, 

Gathered by the crystal sea. 

Baptist Hymnal, 1991 

 
 


