
2022 -12TH JUNE – WORSHIP AT HOME – TRINITY SUNDAY 

Dear friends, 

Next week will be Becky’s final regular offering of our Worship at Home as her time is now constrained due 

to many commitments. I have decided to continue each week knowing that, should I need it, Becky will 

step in to cover. The weekly services may be a little shorter, but they will continue regularly. I am pleased 

to be able to continue to offer this ongoing regular worship service. We thank Becky for all the services 

which she has provided over the past two and a quarter years. 

Every blessing to you all, Margaret  

Call to worship: Lord, today, as we celebrate Trinity Sunday and the relationship between Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, we open ourselves to all you have to teach us. 

Father, we come to you, and bow down before your glory. 

Son, we come to you, and rejoice in your saving grace. 

Spirit, we come to you, and ask for an outpouring of your wisdom. 

 

The words to ‘Holy, holy, holy’ written by Reginald Heber [1783-1826]. Singing the Faith 11. 

This hymn is based on Revelation 4: 8-11 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns beside the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

who wert, and art, and ever more shall be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the sinful eye thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and land and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Prayers including the Lord’s Prayer: 

Today people all over the world are gathering to celebrate the mystery of the Trinity: the oneness of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Let us think for a moment about these individuals in so many different places and situations. May we all 

worship together and feel the ties that bind us together. 

“ Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that 

above. 

Before our Father’s throne, we pour our ardent prayers, our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

our comforts and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear: and often for each other flows the sympathising 

tear.” [John Fawcett 1782] 

 

When I open myself up wide to you, O God, three in one, I am truly amazed. 
But I confess, Lord, that so often I don’t take time to see and appreciate the wonder. Rather, I just 
concentrate on the little bit of you that fills my immediate need.. 



Lord, on this wonderful day forgive my narrow view, and allow me to see you in full ‘3D’ – in glorious 
‘Technicolour’. Open my heart to your fullness. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear my prayer. Amen. 
 
Because of our faith in Jesus Christ, who died that we may live, we stand in God’s grace. 
Absolved from guilt, we stand forgiven, rejoicing in the hope and glory of God. Amen. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Proverbs 8: 1-4 and 22-31: [NIV] 
Wisdom’s Call: Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice? 
At the highest point along the way, where the paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the gate leading into the city, 
at the entrance, she cries aloud: ‘ To you, O people, I call out: I raise my voice to all mankind.  
The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at the very 
beginning when the world came to be. When there were no watery depths, I was given birth; when there were no 
springs overflowing with water; before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, before 
he made the world or its fields or any of the dust of the earth. 
I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, when he 
established the clouds above and fixed securely the face of the deep; when he gave the sea its boundary so the 
waters could not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
Then I was constantly at his side, I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in 
his whole world and delighting in mankind. 
 
Comment: In this example of the Bible’s wisdom poetry, the divine attribute of wisdom – often personified as a 
woman – pictures God’s ways of ordering and engaging with the world. In verses 1-4, wisdom goes to meet people 
wherever they are, inviting them to accept the knowledge she offers and reject the ways of evil. 
In verses 22-31, after saying earlier that: ’my fruit is better than gold’, Wisdom is shown as a heavenly being – the 
first of God’s creatures and the delightful consort of the creator God, rejoicing and delighting in the wonder and 
beauty of creation. 

Poetry such as this draws on universal themes and imagery from a broad cultural base. Not surprisingly, 
Jewish writers see the wider work of wisdom brought into focus in the story of Israel, and especially in the 
giving of the Law. The Jewish writer, Philo [25BC-AD 50] underlined the significance of wisdom as divine 
revelation by translating the Greek Sophia [wisdom] as logos [word]. If the writer of John’s gospel knew 
Philo’s writings then the gospel’s prologue [1: 1-18] - and indeed the gospel as a whole – may be a 
suggestive example of the way wisdom poetry can interpret the significance of Jesus. Other New 
Testament writings also draw on this poetry in the way they speak of God’s revelation in Jesus and the 
Spirit. 
Wisdom poetry provides invaluable resources for the Christian understanding o9f God as Holy Trinity. But 
its richness and evocative power extend further. Its female images of God’s engagement with the word 
counter the masculine dominance of Christian understandings o0f God.  And its language of God’s joy and 
delight in creation opens up fresh and challenging ways of engaging with God’s ‘inhabited world’. 
 
John 16: 12-15. [The Message]: 
“I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit 
of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is. He won’t draw attention 
to himself, but will make sense out of what is about to happen and, indeed, out of all that I have done and 
said. He will honour me; he will take from me and deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is also mine. 
That is why I have said: ‘he takes from me and delivers to you.’ 
 
 
 



Comment: 
The Gospel of John is one of the most important biblical resources for belief in God as ‘Holy Trinity’. It 
reminds us that Christian doctrine is rooted in the story that flows into and out of Jesus. The Holy Trinity 
should, therefore, never be regarded as being merely abstract or theoretical. Doctrine only has value if it 
gives life to our hands and feet, and to the body we call ‘church’. These few verses articulate the Christian 
experience of the trinitarian God. In many ways this begins for us with the Holy Spirit – here the Spirit of 
‘truth’ – because of the Spirit’s links with Jesus who is truth. 
As Advocate [or Friend], the Spirit speaks on behalf of the Father who sends him in Jesus’ name. At the 
same time, the Spirit speaks the words of Jesus into new situations faced by later generations of believers, 
and guides them into all truth. 
In his ‘farewell discourses’ [John chapters 13-16], John’s Jesus repeatedly insists on a strong ethical 
dimension to the unfolding presence and work of God in the community of his friends. This understanding 
of God is less about theoretical analysis and more a way of life rooted in the experience of the Spirit, who 
opens up our vision of Jesus who embodies the sacrificial love of the Father for his world. 
 
 Meditation of the Apostle John: 
He has done the impossible, putting us right with God – not through any deserving on our part, but simply 
and solely through his grace, through his costly redeeming love. 
The debt is cancelled – barrier broken – chasm between us bridged; we are at one with the Father, 
reconciled in Christ. 
But if that seems amazing, there is more still – for our friend Jesus, who walked our earth and died our 
death, is not just at one with God – he is one. 
It doesn’t make sense, does it? But it is true nonetheless, for he’s shown us the Father, just as he said he 
would – God’s love and purpose revealed in the Word made flesh. 
And if that is not enough, Christ is here now, working within us through his Spirit, day after day energising, 
teaching, guiding, empowering – seeking to make us new. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: they don’t just Point to each another, they are each other ……………………… and 
yet they’re not, for each also is distinct – the three in one and the one in three. 
Yes, I know what you’re thinking – ‘That really is impossible!’ – and I know just how you feel. But I know 
something else as well, proven by experience across the years – impossible or not, it is also true! 
 
Prayers: 
A way into prayer: ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now’ [John 16:12] 
Jesus knows just how much we can bear and looks ahead to the Spirit coming to help us. Think about 
things in your life that you are finding it difficult to cope with, and ask God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – 
to be with you as you journey onward. 
 
Lord, so often we come to you with very fixed ideas about what we should pray for. 
Perhaps we also have fixed ideas about how you should answer; or maybe we lack the imagination to have 
any ideas at all about what the answer might be. 
Lord, we thank you for the continuing work of your Holy Spirit in our lives, and in the lives of those around 
us. 
We ask that the Spirit will teach us how to pray wisely – and daringly – and imaginatively. 
Let us ask great things for our world around us. 
Help us to visualise how you might answer our prayers in much greater ways than we have ever before 
dared to hope or believe. 
We wait upon you now  with those things on our hearts, laying them before you. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen 
 
‘God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit that has been given to us.’ [Romans 5:5] 
‘Come let us sing of a wonderful love, tender and true, 
out of the heart of the Father above, streaming to me and to you. 



Wonderful love dwells in the heart of the Father above’ [Robert Walmsley [1831-1905] 
 
Thank you, Lord, for that wonderful love.’ 
 
This week’s readings have explored the different ways in which God reveals himself in the wise and 
delightful ordering of his creation [Proverbs 8]; in his sending of Jesus and the Spirit [John 16] and in the 
appearance of a community that crosses human boundaries in the name of Christ and the power of the 
Spirit [Romans 5 -see above] 
 
The words to ‘Angel voices’ written by Francis Pott [1832-1909] Singing the Faith 39 
1 Angel voices ever singing round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless thee and confess thee Lord of might. 

2 Thou who art beyond the farthest mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest sinful woman, man? 
Can we know that thou art near us, and will hear us? Yea, we can. 

3 Lord, we know that thou rejoices o’er each work of thine; 
thou didst ears and hands and voices for thy praise design; 
maker’s art and music’s measure for thy pleasure all combine. 

4 In thy house, great God, we offer of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer all unworthily 
hearts and minds and hands and voices in our choicest psalmody. 

5 Honour, glory, might, and merit thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, blessed Trinity. 
Of the best that thou hast given earth and heaven render thee. 
 
Closing Prayer and Blessing: 
Father, you are life. 
Jesus, you bring me life. 
Spirit, you help me to live my life. 
We go forth in the name of the living God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
to continue our journey into truth. 
And may the blessing of God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us all and those whom we love, and all 
those for whom we pray, this Trinity Sunday and for ever more. Amen.  


