
2022 24TH JULY – WORSHIP AT HOME – A BIG LUNCH 

Dear friends, 

This week we explore “bringing what we have and sharing what God makes of it.” Whatever we have 

either materially or of ourselves, we need to bring it to God – we need to share what we have – be it 

money, time, talent, skill, energy or whatever we feel we have to offer. We know, too, that sharing prayer 

is the vital resource – and we realise, too, that when there are difficulties, knowing that people are praying 

for you brings comfort and strength. 

Every blessing, Margaret. 

Call to worship: Let us bring ourselves to God whatever our age and gifts. 

     Let us prepare to share in worship giving thanks for all that God shared with us. 

     Let us open our hearts and minds to know more of God’s unconditional love and care . 

     May we always be ready to share that love and care with others. Amen. 

 

Lord of all creation, giver of life, we offer ourselves to you. 

Teach us how to give ourselves to others, generously and wholeheartedly, sharing who we are and what 

we have. 

May we learn to share all the world’s resources so that everyone has enough of the good things that you 

provide. 

May we all rejoice in your goodness. Amen. 

 

God our generous provide, as the young boy offered all that he had to Jesus – five loaves and two small 

fish – we come today offering you all that we have – a pocketful of faith – a bit of time – ourselves, our 

gifts, our talents. 

And we know that, however small our gift or offering, you will do amazing things with it, far more than we 

can ever hope, believe, or imagine. Thank you, awesome God. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘For the fruits of his creation’ written by Fred Pratt Green [1903-2000] Singing the Faith 124 

1 For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God; 

For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God; 

For the ploughing, sowing, reaping; silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

2 In the just reward of labour, God’s will is done; 

In the help we give our neighbour, God’s will is done! 

In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will is done. 

 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God; 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God; 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayers: 

Hospitable God, extravagant provider, we worship you because we can. 

You take our inadequacies, our limitations, and pour out your blessings upon us. 



We stand in awe of you, sensing your presence among us. 

Overwhelmed by your kindness we fall at your feet. 

But even so, we know that we need your forgiveness.  

Forgive us, Lord, for the times when we have not been generous with our money or our time. 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have not been generous in helping others, in being hospitable. 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have not been generous even though we have been blessed with so much. 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have not been generous when we could have gone the extra mile and shared 

what we have. 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have not been generous in using our resources, gifts, and talents. 

Most generous God, help us to be more like you. Amen. 

 

God, you forgive us when we make mistakes and when we have not shared what you have given us. 

We come to the cross knowing that we are healed and forgiven and given a second chance to be the 

people you call us to be. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and for ever. Amen.  

 

John 6: 1-21: 

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee [some call it Tiberias]. A huge crowd followed him, attracted by the 

miracles they had seen him do among the sick. When he got to the other side, he climbed a hill and sat 

down, surrounded by his disciples. It was nearly time for the Feast of Passover kept annually by the Jews. 

When Jesus looked out and saw that a large crowd had arrived, he said to Philip: ‘Where can we buy bread 

to feed these people?’ he said this to stretch Philip’s faith. He already knew what he was going to do. 

Philip answered: ‘two hundred silver pieces wouldn’t be enough to buy bread for each person to get a 

piece.’ 

One of the disciples – it was Andrew, brother to Simon Peter – said: ‘There is a little boy here who has five 

barley loaves and two fish, but that is a drop in the bucket for a crowd like this.’ 

Jesus said: ‘make the people sit down.’ There was a nice carpet of green grass in this place. They sat down 

– about five thousand of them. Then Jesus took the bread and having given thanks, gave it to those who 

were seated. He did the same with the fish. All ate as much as they wanted. 

When the people had eaten their fill, Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Gather the leftovers so nothing is wasted.’  

They went to work and filled twelve baskets with leftovers from the five barley loaves. 

The people realised that God was at work among them in what Jesus had just done. They said: ‘This is the 

Prophet for sure, God’s Prophet right here in Galilee.’ Jesus saw that in their enthusiasm they were about 

to grab him and make him king, so he slipped off and went back up the mountain to be by himself. 

In the evening, his disciples went down to the sea, got in the boat, and headed back across the water to 

Capernaum. It had grown quite dark, and Jesus had not yet returned. A huge wind blew up, churning the 

sea. They were maybe three or four miles out when they saw Jesus, walking on the sea, quite near the 

boat. They were scared senseless, but he reassured them: ‘It is me. It’s all right. Don’t be afraid.’ So they 

took him on board. In no time they reached land – the exact spot they were headed to. 

 

Comment:  

The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle to be found in all four Gospels [ apart, of course, from 

the Resurrection]. But, as is often the case, John’s context is different from that in the Synoptic Gospels. 

First, he stresses that it is the Passover season with all the significance that has for bread – and secondly, 



Jesus makes all the running [vv 5-7] Then there is that lovely and unique episode with Andrew – eager to 

please and bringing a packed lunch to Jesus. You can imagine the other 11 disciples behind him, nudging 

each other and mouthing: ‘muppet’! But Jesus takes it and turns it into a banquet for five thousand. And 

there is a basket left over for each disciple, Andrew included. Maybe the lesson for those who thought 

Andrew a ‘muppet’ is that Jesus can make use of whatever paltry, inadequate offer we make. He takes it 

without comment – none of the ‘is that it?’ attitude of many in church [especially leaders!] 

The crowd think this proves that Jesus is ‘the prophet’. There is an echo of Deuteronomy 11:15 here, 

where Moses promises to send a prophet ‘like me’. Maybe this promise had been fulfilled many times 

before – not least in Elisha – but John leads us to ask if it is particularly fulfilled in Jesus. John gives the 

crowd’s view without comment – but we are left to wonder whether this is the one who will lead his 

people out of oppression as Moses did – and to ask ourselves, is the feeding in the wilderness a sign of 

that? 

But Jesus leaves – and so do the 12. They go in opposite directions – Jesus goes into the hills as he realises 

that this crowd want to make him the king who would lead them in rebellion. The 12 head for the shore, 

get in the boat, and leave without Jesus. Why? Did Jesus tell them to do this? It would seem likely that he 

did – after all, they were hardly have forgotten him – hardly have overlooked his absence if he had not told 

them it was what he wanted. 

But in the night, Jesus came to them on the water. This is pretty much the same story we can find in the 

Synoptics – and we hear Jesus give the same answer to the disciples: Ego sum! – I am. This is not an echo of 

Moses now – this is the echo of the God who called Moses from the bush. And in this account, Jesus didn’t 

get into the boat; rather it seems that his presence sped the boat to shore. There is no explicit word about 

calming the storm – but it is implied in the final verses. 

Is this the end of the story – no, because as we should see by reading further on, the crowd follow because 

they feel that Jesus has left them in mid-conversation – and they want to hear more. 

 

Meditation of Philip: [Nick Fawcett – ‘Amazing Man year B’: 

It was astonishing, that’s for sure – a vast multitude fed with just five barley loaves and a few fish – but 

why did Jesus do it? 

Was it to impress the crowds – to win them over through an eye-catching miracle? 

Or was it simply an act of compassion, the thought of them going hungry too much for him to bear? 

I don’t think it was the first of those, for he never courted popular acclaim – if anything, shying away from 

the public eye. 

I don’t think it was the second either – there was more to it than that. You see, all the amazing things he 

did weren’t just performed for their own sake, but pointed beyond themselves to something deeper – 

speaking, simply but specifically of who he was, why he had come and what he wanted to do – and this 

particular wonder was no exception. 

He wanted us to know that if we hunger for the things of God we shall be filled – that in him lies the 

answer to our deepest needs, to that gnawing emptiness deep inside. It was the same message as before: 

do not worry about what you will eat, what you will drink, what you will wear, but seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you as well. 

Yet that wasn’t all, for, can you believe it, when we gathered up the crumbs afterwards, there were twelve 

basketfuls – enough, had we wished it – to feed us all again! 

When we share, in other words, you end up with not less but more – a little, in God’s hands, going an 

extraordinarily long way. 

Whatever your need – whatever the challenge – remember this: God will provide. 

 

 

 



Prayer: 

Almighty God, whatever we come up against in life, teach us not to look at the scale of the problems but at 

the resources you give us to meet them – not at obstacles but at opportunities – not at our weakness but 

at your strength. 

Remind us that from the most unpromising of materials you can bring astounding results, using the little 

faith we offer and using it in ways far exceeding our expectations. 

Teach us, then, to trust in you, and to offer ourselves in your service, confident that – however flawed our 

commitment may be and however inadequate our response – you will provide for all our needs, and far, 

far beyond. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘All that I once held dear’ written by Graham Kendrick [b. 1950] Singing the Faith 489 

1 All I once held dear, built my life upon, 

all this world reveres and wars to own, 

all I once thought gain I have counted loss; 

spent and worthless now, compared to this: 

Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you, 

There is no greater thing. 

You’re my all, you’re the best, 

you’re my joy, my righteousness – and I love you, Lord. 

 

Now my heart’s desire is to know you more, 

to be found in you and known as yours. 

To possess by faith what I could not earn, 

all-surpassing gift of righteousness: 

Knowing you, Jesus………………………… 

 

Oh, to know the power of your risen life, 

and to know you in your sufferings. 

To become like you in your death, mu Lord, 

so with you to live and never die: 

Knowing you, Jesus……………………….. 

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing: 

Lord, help us to remain thankful for even the simple things. 

Keep us focused on your loving, generous nature, so that we can freely share what we have and who we 

are. 

Let us be cheerful givers and humble receivers, that all may have enough and be satisfied. Amen. 

 

And may the love of God – the Father who created us – the Son who found us and saved us – and the Holy 

Spirit who lives and works within us – be with us and all whom we love and all for whom we pray this day 

and throughout all eternity. Amen. 

 

 

 


