
2022 – 14TH AUGUST – WORSHIP AT HOME – TO START A FIRE 

Dear friends, 

Once again we come together with our worship and I hope that we can feel close at this time. Our reading 

today shows us that God’s word is not always soothing and that we must read the signs of the time, 

refusing the consolation of an illusory peace. As we know for ourselves, in our times there are difficult 

choices to be made – and we open ourselves to God, praying that he will lead us through the fire to 

eventual peace. 

Every blessing to you all, Margaret  

Call to worship:  When Jesus walked on earth, he felt what we feel. 

   He saw human joy and pain. 

   He saw human vulnerability and strength. 

As we gather now in our own homes, let us be thankful that he knows how our emotions work. 

 

Loving God, we thank you that when we are happy you are with – just as you are when we are sad. 

You are there when we are frustrated and when we are angry. If we are confused, and we don’t know how 

we feel, still you are with us, keeping us safe. 

May we give ourselves, and all our emotions, to our worship today. 

 

Summer is here and so many patterns change – places old and new – faces old and new – families together 

and families apart. Jesus, Lord of our journeying and our travelling – as we come to you, from near or far, 

what unites us is you – your calling, your love, your living and your dying. In strength and in vulnerability 

we come to meet you afresh on the road today. Amen 

 

The words to ‘O Thou who camest from above’ written by Charles Wesley [1707-1788] StF 564 

1 O Thou who camest from above the pure celestial fire to impart, 

Kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar of my heart! 

 

2 There let it for thy glory burn with inextinguishable blaze, 

And trembling to its source return in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

 

3 Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire to work, and speak, and think for thee; 

Still let me guard the holy fire, and still stir up the gift in me- 

 

4 Ready for all thy perfect will, thy acts of faith and love repeat, 

Till death thy endless mercies seal, and make the sacrifice complete. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you walked this earth as we do, - you faced acceptance and rejection – you faced 

welcome and hostility. You set your eyes on the journey to Jerusalem and we can’t imagine what our lives 

would be if you hadn’t. 

God the Father, you gave us Jesus – an example – a teacher – a friend – a prophet, priest and king – and 

then a sacrifice for all of us. 

God the Holy Spirit, burning within – inspiring, enlarging, warming, urging us ever on. 

Triune God, our emotions change with the day – with the mood – with the moment – but we adore you for 

your steadfastness, your faithfulness, and your constancy. Amen 

 

What I don’t understand, Lord, I cast aside – ignore – object to – ridicule and rebuke.  

What I don’t understand, I think must be wrong. 



People who are different sometimes worry me – frighten me – disturb and concern me, so I ignore them 

and turn my back on them, ignoring their needs and their cries for help in their pain and anguish. 

Almighty God, I am sorry that in my vulnerable moments I can hurt these people and make them feel 

worthless, unloved, and unwanted. 

Forgive me, I pray, and strengthen my resolve to see other people’s lives and views, needs and desires. 

 

God understands our vulnerability and our confusion and forgives all those who truly repent and who 

really are sorry for wrong deeds, thoughts, and ways. 

God forgives - journey in peace. Amen 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Luke 12: 49-56. [NIV] 

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled. But I have a baptism to 

undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on 

earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family, divided against each other, 

three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father; 

mother against daughter and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say that it is going to rain, 

and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say that it is going to be hot, and it is. Hypocrites! You 

know how to interpret the appearanc3e of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to 

interpret this present time?” 

 

 

Comment: 

Jesus uses two images which focus on the separation of right and wrong. 

Fire was a primary source of heat and light, but here Jesus draws on the use of fire to refine metal, burning 

away the rubbish and leaving the pure metal behind. This image for judgement reflects that described by 

Malachi [3:2]. 

Jesus also uses the language of baptism to remind his hearers of the power of water to wash away dirt. 

Many of them would have known for themselves the renewed life that came with baptism. However, Jesus 

is also using this metaphor to describe the death and renewed life that he will face on the cross – and, in a 

rare moment of disclosure – he tells us that he finds that stressful. 

Both these images imply the need to make decisions about who Jesus is. 

Fire can be creative and glorifying, but it is often destructive and dangerous. Which words would Jesus’ 

hearers use to describe him? 

Still more strongly, the cross was seen as a marker of wickedness. The Romans crucified criminals, and 

Deuteronomy 21:23 speaks of God’s curse on anyone who hangs on a tree. Would Jesus’ hearers regard his 

own crucifixion as baptism into new life, or as a mark of God’s curse? 

So Jesus’ presence brings division not peace – and listeners hearing Luke’s account would have recognised 

this from their own experience, as some family members chose to become Christians while others refused 

to accept that a crucified man could possibly be the Messiah. Family was the central source of an 

individual’s history and identity and splits in the family were deeply painful. [Micah 7:6 lies behind verse 53 



and presents family splits as sign of godlessness]. Thus, the choice to follow Christ creates tension and 

trauma within the most basic society – that of the family. 

This section is addressed to the disciples, but the last words focus again on the crowds.  Jesus challenges 

them to intellectual honesty. If they can read the weather, why are they unable to recognise the meaning 

of Jesus’ actions in defeating disease and driving our evil? 

The first words of the verse following this passage sum up his challenge: “Why do you not judge for 

yourselves what is right?” 

 

Meditation of a Galilean family: 

Mother:  I could listen to that man all day, couldn’t you? What a teacher! 

Father:  Are you joking?! I can’t stand the man! 

Mother:  But why? He’s unlike anyone else I’ve heard before - speaks with real authority. 

Father:   And whose authority is that I’d like to know! No, he’s too full of himself by half. 

Son:   Oh come on, dad, be fair – look at the miracles he’s performed, the people he’s helped and 

healed: surely that counts for something. 

Father:  Pah, trickery! Mark my words, he’s up to no good. 

Mother:  Well, I say we should talk to him, think about what he says. 

Father:  Over my dead body! 

Son:   At least give him a chance. 

Daughter: I’m with you, dad! Who does this guy think he is, not only telling us how to live our lives, but 

claiming to forgive sins! 

Mother:  But he’s from God, surely – the one we’ve waited for all these years. 

Father:  get real, woman! He’s a charlatan, the devil in disguise like as not! 

Son:   Whoa, that’s a bit strong! 

Father:  Not strong enough. We’ve had too many would-be messiahs before and look where they’ve 

got us. 

Son:   But this man is different. He talks sense, makes God real – or at least he does for me. 

Father:  Huh, he’s turned your mind. 

Son:   He’s changed my life.  

Father:  Rubbish! 

Son:   No, truly. I believe what they’re saying about him – that he is the Son of God. 

Father:  Then you’re no son of mine! 

Daughter:  Stop it, everyone! What’s happening to us? Why are we arguing? Can’t we just beg to differ? 

Son:   Me too, provided we hear no more of this Jesus nonsense. 

Son:  I’m sorry, dad, but I can’t just hide what I believe! It’s part of me now, don’t you see? 

Father:  No, I just see a pig-headed fool. 

Son:   You’re wrong. 

Father:  Am I? 

Son:   Yes. 

Father:  NO! 

Daughter:  Here we go again………….. 

  What was it Jesus said: not peace but division? I’m beginning to see what he means. 

 

 

Prayer:  

You call us, Lord, to be peacemakers – to live, as far as possible, in harmony with others – yet you warn 

also of division – of faith driving people apart. 



Help us to avoid unnecessary confrontation, but equally to make a stand where necessary – to seek unity, 

but not at any price, and show no difference between the two. Amen. 

 

We pray for peace – peace that comes from trust, and not from threat of war. We pray for peace where 

war and conflict rage. 

We pray for peace – peace that comes from understanding and not from mistrust. We pray for places 

where reconciliation is needed. 

We pray for peace – peace that comes from strength, and not from being imposed by violence. We pray 

for places where people’s security is threatened. 

We pray for peace - peace that comes from love, and not from hatred. We pray for places where hope and 

goodness are lacking. 

We pray for peace – that peace which comes from God, and surpasses everything we know and 

understand. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus, because you did not come with a great army waving banners, people could not understand 

what was before them. You came to give of yourself upon the cross, taking upon yourself the sins of the 

world. Through your blood we are set free. We give thanks to you, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who gives us a joy like no other. We thank you for the witnesses of faith who have gone before us and the 

encouragement they are to us. We thank you for never giving up on us. 

Continue to refine us, Lord Jesus, so that we can be effective witnesses for you, until the day comes when 

all is completed, and we meet with you face to face. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Great is thy faithfulness’ written by Thomas O. Chisholm [1866-1960] Singing the Faith 51 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Great is thy faithfulness!.................................. 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Great is thy faithfulness!................................... 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Lord, go with us. 

Help us to seek your treasure. 

Help us to look for all you are doing right now. 

Help us – by our example as much as by our words – to share your treasure and your life-giving story with 

the people we meet this week.  Amen.  

 

 



 


