
2022 4TH SEPTEMBER WORSHIP AT HOME – CHOICES 

Dear friends,  

Into September! Where has the time gone? It seems no time at all since I held my grandson Jack in my 

arms – yet now he is the proud father of Grace. I certainly couldn’t dandle him on my knee now – he is 

6ft5inches and I struggle to top 5ft1inch! I feel very fortunate to be able to welcome the little one, though 

– especially this year after we have had a great loss within the family. But God is good. 

Every blessing to you all, Margaret 

Call to worship:  

Come, let us worship the Lord and proclaim afresh the good news of Jesus. 

We may be worshipping now in our own homes, but through our reading we gather round you, Lord Jesus 

for you are the first in our lives, our minds, and our hearts. All other concerns are set aside as we fix our 

eyes on you. 

And so, Lord Jesus, we come to you from our comfort zones – from the people, places, and possessions we 

hold most dear, to follow you and to embrace your teaching and ideals. 

Lead on, Lord Jesus. Amen 

 

The words to ‘As the deer pants for the water’ written by Martin J. Nystrom [b. 1956]  

Singing the Faith 544 

1 As the deer pants for the water, so my heart longs after you. 

You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength, my shield, to you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 

 

2 I want you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy-giver and the apple of my eye. 

You alone………………………………… 

 

3 You’re my friend and you are my brother, even though you are a king. 

I love you more than any other, so much more than any thing. 

You alone…………………………………. 

 

 

Prayer including the Lord’s Prayer: 

Thank you, Lord, for allowing us to count the cost – thank you for your honesty. 

You are not calling us on a sentimental journey. 

You must shock us into understanding the sacrifice demanded of us. 

We praise you, Lord, for treading the way before us and so – all else put behind us – we place our feet in 

your footprints. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus, you call us to follow you and we confess that we do find your call demanding. 

In the face of our love for our family and the needs of our colleagues, we find it hard to put you first. 

Forgive us, Lord Jesus. 

We cling to our possessions for comfort and ease and cannot imagine how we might manage with less. 

Forgive us, Lord Jesus. 

To count the cost of following you is an intimidating prospect; often we would rather not do it. 

Forgive us, Lord Jesus. 

We like the lives we have built, and we don’t really want to change them. 

Forgive us, Lord Jesus. 



Give us the courage, Lord, to take up the cross and be your disciples, knowing that this is the path to 

peace. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus, we know that you hear us for you assure us of your love. Your arms are open to us – our 

wounded hearts, confused thoughts and stumbling steps. 

Thank you for being ready to embrace us – to set us right where we have fallen. 

Help us to go forward in freedom and in faith. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Luke 14: 25-33 – The Cost of being a Disciple. [The Message – Eugene Peterson]: 

One day when huge groups of people were walking along with him, Jesus turned and told them: ‘Anyone 

who comes to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters – yes, even 

one’s own self! – cannot be my disciple. Anyone who won’t shoulder his own cross and follow behind me 

cannot be my disciple. 

Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new house, doesn’t first sit down and figure the cost so you’ll 

know if you can complete it? If you only get the foundations laid and then run out of money, you’re going 

to look pretty foolish. Everyone passing by will poke fun at you, saying: “he started something he couldn’t 

finish.” 

Or can you imagine a king going into battle against another king without first deciding whether it is 

possible with his ten thousand troops to face the twenty thousand troops of the other? And if he decides 

he can’t, won’t he send an emissary and work out a truce? 

Simply put, if you are not willing to take what is dearest to you, whether plans or people, and kiss it 

goodbye, you can’t be my disciple.’ 

 

Comment:  

Jesus is once again on the road, drawing large crowds – but now Jesus’ emphasis to them is on the cost of 

following him. Three times he repeats: ‘cannot be my disciple’ as if it is his aim to put off the casual 

enquirer. He tells his would-be followers that following him comes with a cost. Family loyalties have to take 

second place. In many versions the word ‘hate’ is used rather than this translation of ‘letting go’. Hate, 

however, didn’t mean how we feel, but from whom we take our lead. 

In the culture of the time, family ties were stronger and parental authority lasted much longer than 

nowadays in our western world and so Jesus claiming that allegiance to him took precedence over that to 

the family would have been scandalous. 

Jesus is fleshing out remarks he has made before, stressing that any division results from the choice to 

follow him or not. 

But there is more – it doesn’t just cost family ties, but also our own lives. We have to let go of our lives as 

they are, and ‘take up our cross.’ This picks up on Jesus earlier dinner conversation where the guests were 

too interested in wealth and possessions, in status and position in society. A disciple must leave these 

behind and strike out behind a master who is going to Jerusalem to shoulder a cross. 

 

Then, Jesus tells two parables which urge his hearers to weigh up the cost before making their decision on 

whether, or not, to follow him. He didn’t want people to come after him who hadn’t first thought it 

through carefully. 



He spoke of a builder – has he the money and materials to complete what he has started. If not, then he 

lays himself wide open to ridicule from his neighbours. He should sit down and cost out his enterprise in 

advance. 

Secondly, Jesus spoke of a king on the brink of war. Surely he will weigh up the consequences of going to 

war with an enemy fielding twice the manpower and military muscle before rushing headlong into battle 

and possible humiliating defeat. 

The punchline is at the end of the passage – are we prepared to give up everything to follow Jesus? For 

some people the meaning may be literal – for others it means putting what we have at Jesus’ disposal. For 

everyone, it means that they are no longer calling the shots – we bid farewell to our old life with its 

allegiances and joining Jesus on the road. 

 

Meditation of Mary, mother of Jesus: [Nick Fawcett]: 

Hate father and mother? 

What can he mean? For he doesn’t hate us, that’s for sure. 

He may seem curt, sometimes – even cold – for he is preoccupied in the burden of ministry – the demands, 

the pressures, the cost – but he cares about my welfare as much as any son cares for his mother, and more 

besides. 

So what is this talk of his, so stark and shocking? I don’t understand. 

But wait…………..perhaps I do……………….for both Joseph and I saw early on that nothing, nothing at all, 

would deflect him from his calling – that if it was a choice between serving us or serving God, then God 

would always win. 

He wouldn’t oppose us if he could help it – still less cause unhappiness – but if we or anyone else stood in 

the way of right – of what he believed must be done – then he would make a stand, come what may. 

That is what he means, surely – not that we should hate anyone, but that we must love God more than all 

– putting him before even those we hold most dear. 

If serving them means betraying him. 

It’s a question of what matters most, where our ultimate allegiance lies, and whether if, God forbid, you’re 

put to the test, you’ll take the easy way, or the hard. 

 

Prayer: 

Teach us, Lord, to love others, but none too much; 

to seek the good of those we hold dear, but never to put them before you. 

Help us to be true in all our relationships, 

but to recognise when we must choose between them, 

lest we end up betraying all. Amen. 

 

Lord, we pray for all who carry crosses this day. 

For those who bear the burden of ill health - Lord hear us. 

For those who bear the burden of poverty – Lord hear us. 

For those who bear the burden of bereavement – Lord hear us. 

For those who struggle under the weight of neglect – Lord, hear us. 

For those who struggle under the weight of abuse – Lord, hear us. 

For those who struggle under the weight of persecution – Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us and bless all those who carry crosses today. Amen. 

 

A prayer for all ages together [as found in Roots 2019]: 

We could say ‘yes’ or we could say ‘no’. 

We could stay as we are, or try to grow. 



Choices, choices. 

 

We could work hard, or we could mess about. 

We could trust our faith, or give in to doubt. 

Choices, choices. 

 

We could wait till tomorrow, or act today. 

We could help those in need, or look away. 

Choices, choices. 

 

We could give of our best, or not really care. 

We could waste all of our time or save some for prayer. 

Choices, choices. 

 

We could stay silent or lift up our voices 

And ask God to help us to make the right choices. Amen 

 

 

 

The words to ‘God be in my head’ taken from The Book of Hours’ [1514]  Hymns and Psalms 694 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 

God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God be in my heart and in my thinking. 

God be at mine end and at my departing. 

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing: 

May God strengthen our hands in his service, 

Embolden our lives to his glory, 

And grant us each wisdom, humility, and joy as we journey through this week. 

And may the blessing of God – father, Son, and Holy Spirit – be with us and all whom we love and all for 

whom we pray this day and for ever more. Amen.  

 


