
2022 2nd OCTOBER   WORSHIP AT HOME 

Dear friends, 

Today we read that Jesus’ disciples are preoccupied with what they lack – as are we all at times. Here, 
when the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, he reminds them that if they have even a tiny amount 
of faith, they can achieve extraordinary things. Then he says that they are simply being invited to fulfil the 
task given to them. Often, we, too, can become overconcerned about our perceived inadequacy and so are 
unable to do anything much – while if we have the faith to do what we can with whatever gifts we may 
possess, God will use it to further the kingdom.  
Every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship:  From a world of choices, we choose to spend time with God. 
       Let us offer him what we have and who we are, 
   with faith that God calls us to a holy life. 
God of power, give us your Spirit of love and self-discipline, that we may live relying on your power and 
responding to your calling. 
Give us grace to make choice that will increase our faith and strengthen our obedience to Jesus Christ, who 
is our Lord and Saviour. 
   Creator of our world, saviour of our souls, guardian of our hearts – 
   we come to you today, acknowledging that we are yours. 
   We belong to you, and in our belonging, we find faith – 
   faith to live our lives, celebrating your goodness and faithfulness to us. Amen. 
 
The words to ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’ written by William Williams [1717-1791] and translated 
by Peter Williams [1727-1796]. Singing the Faith 465 
1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty, hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,  
Feed me now and evermore. Feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open thou the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow, 
let the fiery cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield. Be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
4 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee. I will ever give to thee. 
 
Prayer:  
We praise you, Lord, for watching over us, and for patiently waiting till we are ready to trust you. 
Thank you for accepting the raindrops of our faith and for making them into an ocean. 
Accept all that we bring you in our hearts and bless us with the confidence to know that, together and 
alone, we are your children, your family, and your disciples in your world today. Amen. 
 
Forgive us, Lord, when we watch others do work with which we could help – when we let others wait on us 
when we could serve them –if ever we look down on the little people of this world and dismiss the small 
things of life. 
Forgive us and renew us with your spirit of joy and gratitude, of generosity and grace. 
 
 We thank you, Lord God, for your forgiveness. 
This is the God who calls us – a generous and forgiving God. 



This is the God who redeems us – the One who made us and treasures us. 
This is the God who restores us – a leader worthy of our trust. 
We take a deep breath of God’s grace and know that we can begin again. 
Let us go forward in renewed faith. Amen.  
 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom com and thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen 
 
Luke 17: 5-10 [NIV]: 
The apostles said to the Lord: ‘Increase our faith!’ 
He replied: ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 
Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he 
comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat.’? Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, 
get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? Will he thank 
the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were 
told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants, we have only done our duty.’’ 
 
Comment: The disciples have decided that their faith is weak and ask the Lord to increase their faith. Jesus 
realises that it isn’t great faith which they need but faith in a great God. we need to distinguish between 
faith and belief. When it comes to belief, we are told that even the devil believes with fear and trembling. 
Belief is to do with how our minds work and how we see the world. Many people believe in God but are 
weak in their faith. Faith is about a loving relationship with God – with a great and powerful God. 
Faith is not to just know with our mind but also to experience in our lives and in our heart. Faith is allowing 
God to work in us and through us – it is to experience his love for us and for this to happen we do have to 
build up a relationship with him. We say with the writer of Lamentations: ‘the steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is our faithfulness.’ 
[Lamentations 3: 22-23]. This we sing about in the hymn: ‘Great is thy faithfulness’ StF 51 which expresses 
the abiding presence and love of God towards us. 
David Adam [Sermon Illustrations] writes: ‘It is interesting to note that a baby lamb or any small creature 
thrives better by being looked after by its mother than by humans. The relationship is as important as the 
food it needs. Many modern psychologists would say that a living relationship – love – is the power that 
enables people to thrive and to live to the full. A baby can go through hell if it feels it has been left on its 
own. Teenagers often get into trouble when they have been given everything they wanted but not love. 
When relationships break down it affects our whole way of living. This is as true about our relationship 
with God as our relationship with each other. Jesus suggests that faith, that relationship with God, is the 
most powerful thing in the world. That which seems impossible by ourselves becomes possible with faith – 
faith can move mountains. Much that is not possible on our own becomes possible by our relationship with 
God – we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves.’ 
David Adam goes on to remind us that we must be clear about this relationship. We cannot ever put God in 
debt to us for it is he who made the world – who made us. We owe everything to him. Our creation, our 
salvation, our preservation are all gifts from God. When we say new do something for God it is only our 
duty – and our joy. 
“Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, do divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” – [StF 287 When I survey the wondrous 
cross] 
It may be possible to meet the needs of the law, but love knows that we can do more than the law asks. 
Our service to God isn’t to appease him – it isn’t to repay a debt [though we are indeed greatly indebted to 
him] – our service is to give our love to him who gives his love to us. To live by that relationship is to live by 
faith. 



 
Meditation of the Apostle James:  
We lacked faith, no doubt about it. Despite everything we’d heard Jesus say and seen him do, we still 
struggled to believe he could work through people as ordinary as us – so we asked him, straight out, for 
more. And I tell you what, slowly but surely, we have received it – trust and conviction growing  
imperceptibly each day. 
But if that has given us heart, his answer that day gave us yet more, for he reminded us that, through him, 
even the smallest, most feeble faith can do great things. 
I’m no gardener, it’s true, but even I marvel at the way a tiny seed can produce such awesome results – 
bushes, shrubs, even mighty trees growing from what once was tossed on the breeze. 
And that is what he was saying to us – that our flawed belief in him, frail and vulnerable though it was, 
could yield the most surprising results, bearing fruit out of all proportion to what we put in. We needed to 
hear that more than you might imagine, especially after he was taken from us, for who were we to 
continue his ministry – eleven ordinary men in a harsh and hostile world? 
It seemed hopeless – utterly beyond us – and so it would have been without Jesus; but in his strength, 
through his Spirit, it has been a different story – his love growing in people’s hearts – insignificant 
beginnings leading to surprising results! 
Remember that when you feel up against it – when the challenge seems big and your resources small. 
Though you may not believe it possible, he can work through people like you, little by little bringing his 
purpose to fulfilment – and he’ll go on doing so until his kingdom has come, and his will is done. 
 
Prayer: 
When we’re up against a challenge, Lord, life asking more of us than we feel up to – increase our faith, not 
in ourselves but in you. 
Remind us that we can’t do, you can. Amen. 
 
We pray for those who feel small and insignificant. 
We pray hope for those whose incomes are small. 
We pray encouragement for those who feel neglected. 
We pray confidence for those who feel that they are unattractive. 
We pray courage for those who feel afraid. 
We pray boldness for those who feel inadequate. 
We pray protection for all in minorities. 
We pray trust for those who feel their faith is fragile. 
We pray peace for all creation, great and small. In Jesus’ name Amen. 
 
Lord, help me to balance my trust in you and my need for reassurance, that I may remain confident in 
praise and in criticism – that I may find joy in jobs that are noticed and those that are not – that I may stay 
prayerful when answers come and when there is silence. 
Lord, help me to celebrate my smallness and my greatness through the ups and downs, through thick and 
thin. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Illustration. [David Adam] 
George Matheson looked forward to a good life. He was studying for the ministry and was preparing to 
marry the one he loved. Then he began to go blind – his world began to go into darkness. 
He lost many of his friends – and his loved one decided that she could not cope with a blind man, and left 
him. 
His world was shaken – but not his relationship with God. 
George Matheson wrote the hymn ‘O Love that wilt not let me go.’ The second verse is ‘O Light that 
follow’st all my way’ and the third verse ‘O joy that sleekest me through pain.’ 



George had faith in a great God. The final verse ‘O Cross that liftest up my head’ affirms not only his 
steadfast relationship but God’s relationship with him.  
Now that is faith. 
 
 
The words to ‘O Love that wilt not let me go’ written by George Matheson [1842-1906] StF 636 
1 O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee: 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 
2 O Light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
may brighter, fairer be. 
 
3 O joy that sleekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain, 
that morn shall tearless be. 
 
4 O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee: 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms red 
life that shall endless be. 
 
Closing Prayer and Blessing: 
Help us, Lord, to make the most of whatever you have given us. 
Thank you that our faith has grown during our life’s journey, and we can look back on all the ways in which 
you have helped us. 
Show us how our faith can continue to grow, and help us to do whatever is necessary for that to happen. 
Amen. 
May you find joy in your duties – hope in your heart – and faith the size of a mustard seed, ready to grow 
day by day – to guide and empower you, moment by moment and day by day. Amen. 
 
May the blessing of God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – guide us day by day and be with us and with all 
whom we love, and all for whom we pray, this moment and into all eternity. Amen. 
 


