
2022 20TH NOVEMBER – WORSHIP AT HOME – CHRIST THE KING 

Dear friends, 

Today we think of Christ the King, the last service for Year C of the Lectionary, and next week we go back to 

Year A and Advent, that time of preparation for the coming of Christ. So the Christian year moves on again. 

This week we look at Christ the King as he was on the cross, mocked as a false messiah by Jewish leaders, 

Roman soldiers, and one of the criminals dying beside him. Still, he forgave those crucifying him and 

welcomed the penitent thief on his other side into Paradise. It cost so much for Jesus to show us a new 

kind of kingdom – costly also for his followers then. What are the implications of that for us today – the 

challenge of change and the cost of changing the world. 

Every blessing, Margaret  

Call to worship: WE all have our different joys and sorrows, longings and needs, but we are as one as we 

come to worship. Let us truly worship – and learn from – the one who is our King and Lord of all. 

Lord, we come to worship you, the firstborn of all creation. For in you and for you, all things in heaven and 

earth were created. 

You are the head of the Church. May we give you first place in everything. 

 

Lord Jesus, King of kings, yet nailed to a cross. 

Son of God, yet with time for criminals. 

We offer you our lives, our successes and our failures, our excuses and our honesty, our desire to change 

and our reluctance. 

Speak to us today and draw us closer to you, that we may be transformed by your power and your love  - 

so unexpected…..so amazing……so humbling. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Let all the world’ written by George Herbert [1593-1633]   Singing the Faith 57 

1 Let all the world in every corner sing: my God and King! 

The heavens are not too high, his praise may thither fly. 

The earth is not too low, his praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing: my God and King! 

 

2 Let all the world in every corner sing: my God and King! 

The Church with psalms must shout, no door can keep them out. 

But above all, the heart must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing: my God and King! 

 

Prayers: 

Lord God, you are compassionate and challenging - humble and holy – accepting and assuring – near and 

now – gracious and glorious – exceptional and eternal. We worship you today with gratitude and hope, in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Lord, when we are reluctant to accept responsibility for our mistakes – forgive us. 

When we expect others to dig us out of a hole of our own making – forgive us. 

When we are complacent and do little to change – forgive us. 

When our life is only about us and not others – forgive us. 

Forgive us and change us through your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen 

 

God of all, your son brought hope to a dying thief and assured him of a place in your kingdom, honouring 

his honesty. 



Thank you for showing us that you meet us where we are, drawing out the best from us even when we are 

at our worst. 

Help us to change our thinking and our attitudes – to acknowledge the cost of forgiveness – and to give our 

all to you and those around us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

Christ of the cross, though we are undeserving, we praise you for your love – though we are slow to 

understand, we praise you for your patience – though we are quick to defend ourselves at the expense of 

others, we praise you for your grace. 

Inspire us to look not only at our world but to your world of love of love and freedom. 

We praise and thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for us. Amen. 

 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

When the two thieves were crucified beside Jesus. 

When Jesus was led out to the place of crucifixion at a place called Golgotha or Skull Hill, a rubbish dump 

outside Jerusalem, two criminals were also led out to be crucified. All three had been flogged and were 

suffering. They were nailed to their crosses, the criminals on either side of Jesus. They would have heard 

Jesus praying that his Father in heaven would forgive what was happening, for those responsible did not 

know just what they were doing. 

After the soldiers charged with overseeing the crucifixions taunted Jesus, even playing at dice to divide up 

his clothes among them and tasting him with sour wine; and the religious leaders led the people into also 

taunting Jesus, shouting out that if he claimed to have come to save people, let him save himself – one of 

the thieves hanging beside Jesus also hurled insults at him. 

‘Some Messiah you are! Save yourself1 More important – save us!’ 

But the other thief told him to stop., saying: ‘Have you no fear of God? We are getting the same 

punishment as him, but we deserve it – he doesn’t. He has done nothing to deserve this.’ 

Then he turned to Jesus, and asked: ‘Jesus, remember me when you get into your kingdom.’ 

And Jesus, putting aside his own agony, turned to this man and said: ‘I tell you this truly – today you will be 

with me in Paradise.’ 

 

Comment: 

This story shows us how the soldiers humiliated Jesus, lifting him on to the cross, then gambling for his 

clothing. They hang him between two criminals. They show him as no longer being a leader, but facing a 

hostile crowd led by the authorities. His kingship at first here seems cruel irony, as a placard was placed 

above his head, reading: This is the king of the Jews’. Whoever wrote those words intended to mock both 

Jesus and the Jews, contrasting a grand claim with such ignominious reality. This inscription, though, 

reflects utter misunderstanding of who he is.  

Then there is a twist in the story and kingship emerges again, but this time in the words of the second 

criminal as he speaks of Jesus’ kingdom. There is a contrast between the rough justice of the world, where 

people can be condemned to a horrible death for some unspecified crime, and the kingdom of our King, 

Jesus, where a criminal is welcomed as a companion. 

It is here, on the cross, that Jesus is most clearly recognisable as king, with the power to invite someone 

into paradise. 



That attempt at irony with the placard attached to Jesus’ cross is now revealed as inadequate and Jesus’ 

royal identity comes into sharp focus as he faces his own death, yet still finds room for compassion. 

Even at the point of death, Jesus still fulfils his divine mission – to seek and save the lost – he remains true 

to his core identity as Saviour and brings salvation to a criminal. 

 

The promise of Paradise. [taken from Roots , November 2013] 

Meditation of the tragic last moments of Jesus’ life brings into sharp focus the costliness of the Christ-like 

way of life to which Jesus invites us. Jesus died forgiving those who, at all levels, had wronged and 

abandoned him. Forgiving those who wrong us goes entirely against the grain of our natural protective 

human instincts. Most of the characters portrayed in Jesus’ death scene deride him and mock his 

weakness. However, two characters [one criminal – and later, the centurion] do not. Those who let God be 

God, who indeed recognise who God is, are often not the obvious characters. The power of forgiveness 

that released the one criminal to paradise is always amazing. It comes totally with gr4ace and is surprising, 

unexpected, and not due to any merit in what the thief had done, except that he recognised and 

responded to Jesus. 

This week focuses on human and godly ways of exercising power. All the characters in the death scene of 

Jesus [the Romans, the religious leaders, the bystanders, the criminals, Jesus himself] had varying degrees 

of power and chose to use it in different ways. Some used their power in ways that chose life, others in 

ways that passed it by. 

At the point of apparent utter powerlessness, Jesus forgives those who wrong him, lets go of toxic 

emotion, and puts his life force into trusting God, who will bring all things into his final purposes. 

Perhaps, over the coming week, we can begin to think of how we are accountable for our use of power, so 

that we never – either subtly or less so – use it to coerce others. 

Also, we might think of any times when we have slipped into being a bystander and so involved getting 

ourselves involved in a messy situation. 

 

 

Meditation of one of soldiers who crucified Christ: 

What was all that king stuff about? He didn’t look very regal to me, stuck up there on the cross, a crown of 

thorns thrust on his head. 

Yet there it was, writ large above him: This is the king of the Jews’. 

A sick joke, we decided – Pilate’s way od showing that proud race just who was boss. And a good thing too, 

for they were always up to something, determined to hassle us if they could. Yet, strangely, this time they 

were jeering at him, not us, cursing and shouting insults worse even than ours.  

Whatever throne he laid claim to, they didn’t recognise it – all of them apparently – save the merest 

handful – hungry to see him go. So we joined in the fun, delighted for once to have the mob on our side. 

Only, now, I wish we hadn’t, for there was something strange in the way he hung there, the way he 

suffered and died. None of your usual anger or self-pity. No cries for mercy or oaths of vengeance. 

Just an uncanny, awesome dignity even as he shuddered in agony………………and when he spoke, it was with 

words of forgiveness, love, almost, it seemed, with a hint of triumph, as though, despite having put him 

there, he was in control. 

He’d saved others, so some said – why didn’t he save himself? 

But then, what would a true king have put first – his throne, or his subjects? It made me wonder, I don’t 

mind admitting it – perhaps, after all, he was a king. 

Quite how, I can’t fathom, but I tell you what, if it was meant as a joke calling him ’King of the Jews’, it 

badly backfired that day, for in some strange, but unmistakable way, he had the last laugh. 

 

 



Prayers 

Lord of lords and King of kings, teach us to honour you through living by the values of your kingdom – to 

serve you through serving – to love you through loving  give to you through giving – and we ask you to 

come into our hearts, our lives, our world, and rule among us. Amen. 

 

Now, imagine the groups of people who were standing near the cross when Jesus was crucified. There 

were: 

Religious leaders – we pray for all leaders of churches and faith groups, asking God to bless them and guide 

them. 

Soldiers – we pray for everyone who serves in the armed forces, especially those working today in difficult 

and dangerous places. 

People standing by, watching – we pray for everyone who is tempted to9 be just one of the crowd. We 

pray that we may all do the things that God is asking us to do. 

Criminals – we pray for everyone in prison and all who seek to help them. May they find the hope and love 

that helps them to make a new start. 

We pray for these groups of people throughout the world – and we pray for ourselves. May we stand near 

your cross and be transformed by your love. Amen. 

 

King of meekness, King of love, you reign from a cross and call us all to paradise. Change our hearts to be 

like your heart. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Lord, you call us to your service’ written by Marjorie Dobson [b.1940] StF 664 

1 Lord, you call us to your service, each in our own way. 

Some to caring, loving, healing, some to preach, or pray; 

some to work with quiet learning, truth discerning, day by day. 

2 Life for us is always changing in the work we share. 

Christian love adds new dimensions to the way we care. 

For we know that you could lead us, as you need us, anywhere. 

3 Seeing life from your perspective makes your challenge plain, 

as your heart is grieving over those who live in pain. 

Teach us how, by our compassion, you may fashion hope again. 

4 Lord, we set our human limits on the work we do. 

Send us your directing Spirit, pour your power through, 

that we may be free in living, and in giving all for you. 

 

 

Closing prayers: 

Lord, show us where and how we can serve you, the king who serves and gives yourself for us.  

In our words and in our lives, we will worship you. 

 

May the meekness of Christ open our eyes, 

the kindness of Christ open our hearts, 

the faithfulness of Christ open our hands, 

that we may live as his servants, this day and always. Amen. 

 


