
2022 27TH NOVEMBER    WORSHIP AT HOME    ADVENT ONE 

Dear friends, 

Here we are at Advent once more. Every day we prepare for many things which may be large or small, truly 

significant or trivial. This week, we explore how our prayer and inner life can help us to be more prepared 

for what is to come and particularly the coming of Jesus Christ. On the path of peace we must walk in the 

light. As we prepare for the coming of Christmas and all that entails within our families, we must also 

prepare ourselves for the coming of God. Every blessing, Margaret  

Call to worship: 

Loving God, through Jesus you called us to be your holy people; gather us now, from our own concerns – 

from the busyness of our lives – draw us together into your larger peace. 

Loving God, through Jesus Christ, you call us to stream towards you. Gather us now and pour your Holy 

Spirit upon us - draw us together into your holy light – open our hearts and our minds to your word and 

your will, for we are your people in this place. Amen 

 

Lord of all that is – Creator, friend, and inspiration – you are the light that shines through all light – the life 

of all that lives. 

We stand before you as your children with no words fierce enough to speak your glory – no words strong 

enough to tell your love – no words great enough to give our thanks. 

Accept, then, the wordless pictures of our hearts – the loving music o9f our souls – for you are beyond the 

reach of our descriptions and the glory of your holy hill is beyond our imagining. Amen. 

 

The words of ‘Sing we the King’ written by Charles Silvester Horne [1865-1914]  singing the Faith 185 

1 Sing we the King who is coming to reign: glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain! 

Life and salvation his empire shall bring, joy to the nations when Jesus is King: 

Come let us sing praise to our King – Jesus our King, Jesus our King. 

this is our song who to Jesus belong: glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. 

 

2 All shall be well in his kingdom of peace; freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase; 

justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring; wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King: 

Come let us sing………………………………. 

 

3 Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin; doubt shall not darken his witness within; 

hell has no terrors, and death has no sting; love is victorious when Jesus is King: 

Come let us sing…………………………………. 

 

4 Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray; hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day 

when this new song your creation shall sing; Satan is vanquished, and Jesus is King: 

Come let us sing……………………………………  

 

Prayer: 

We praise you, living God, for these days of Advent – for the opportunity they offer to reflect on Scripture, 

and to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of your Son. 

As we set out on our journey, may we find a stillness that is your presence with us, leading us on to 

Bethlehem where our spirits can soar towards the light of your eternal love, revealed in the Christ Child. 

Amen. 

 

Advent God, forgive us, we pray, when our preparations for the coming of your Son are superficial and we 

don’t invest our whole selves into them prayerfully, practically, or purposefully. May we not be left with 



regrets and ‘if onlys’, but may we adapt to the challenges of our lives and our world with the grace and 

agility of your Holy Spirit – in whose power we pray. Amen. 

 

God of all creation, 

though the nights are long, the sun still rises; 

though the mornings are dark, the birds still sing; 

though the world isn’t ready, your Son still comes; 

though we don’t listen or prepare or deserve, 

you still love and forgive and renew us – in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

We praise you, living God, for the words of Scripture that breathe life into our prayers – urgency into our 

complacency – energy to our discipleship – depth to our faith – and warn, challenge, and equip us to 

prepare for the Christmas more deeply, more fully, more honestly, and more purposefully, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Matthew 24: 36-44. [NIV] 

Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never pass away. But about that day or hour no one 

knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 

marrying, and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing about 

what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the 

Son of Man. Two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 

with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: f 

the owner of the house had known at what time at night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch, 

and not let the house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him. 

 

Comment: 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how they would know when the end times would be and what signs they 

should look out for to know when he would come again, he predicted a time of great upheaval, during 

which time there will be international conflict and personal suffering. Matthew’s version draws on the 

tradition of apocalyptic writing where appalling events are interpreted as signs of God’s judgement. 

Against this background, Jesus speaks of the coming of the Son of Man – and Matthew emphasises the 

worldwide impact of the Son’s arrival, which will be unlike anything the world has ever seen. He 

encourages his readers to identify with Noah, the only one who was prepared for the Great Flood in earlier 

times. 

Jesus tells his disciples urgently: ‘Keep awake!’ and this becomes the pivot for all he says to them, as he 

swings away from vivid descriptions of what will happen and moves towards stories stressing just how 

important it is to be prepared. We read about the householder who was not prepared for the night-time 

thief – and after this extract goes on to talk about the wise and foolish bridesmaids waiting for the 

bridegroom, and then about the three servants entrusted with talents by their master during his absence. 

The repeated emphasis is on waiting expectantly and not allowing apathy or impatience to blunt our focus 



even when we have no idea when the long-awaited event will happen. At all times we must be prepared – 

and ‘keep awake!’ 

 

Meditation of Thomas: 

‘How long will it be?’ we asked him. ‘How long before the end of the age, the dawn of the kingdom, when 

wrongs will be righted and good triumph over evil?’ 

We wanted answers, the time and place spelt out, so that we would know where we stood and could plan 

ahead accordingly. 

Yet he not only wouldn’t say – he couldn’t, for he didn’t have the answer himself. That seemed strange at 

first – but it shouldn’t have, for it made us trust in the Father just as he did. 

And if we had known, if we could have pinned down the time of his coming – ten, fifty, a hundred years – 

what would have been our response? 

Would devotion have faded, only to return as the day drew near? 

Would we have lived for the present until the future was upon us? Who can say! 

But ultimately it was the wrong question, for the kingdom starts now - growing within - to be lived as much 

as proclaimed – to be celebrated today as well as expected tomorrow. 

Lose sight of that and, however ready we may feel, we’ll never be prepared for his coming. 

 

Hear Jesus say:  I searched for you, and I love you. 

   I knocked at your door. 

   I called in your dreams. 

   I spoke in your life. 

   I kept coming to you – but you were unaware. 

   You did not come to me. 

   You did not open your door. 

   You were too engaged to hear my call. 

   You were too busy to respond to me. 

   I came but you had no room for me. 

   Yet I will keep coming. 

   I will call to you – until you have time to find me. 

 

Prayers: 

Eternal God, help us to know you now – to love you now – to serve you now – to live each day as your 

people, seeking and honouring your will. 

Open our hearts to the reality of your kingdom among us and teach us more of your way, so that in 

everything we do, think, and say we may work to help it grow, bringing your purpose to fruition. 

Learning from all you have done and will yet do, help us to trust you in the present, consecrating each 

moment in faithful discipleship, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Holy God, you call all nations to you, and we now pray for all nations, that we may live in peace together. 

We pray for diplomats and those who seek to resolve conflict without war. 

Loving God, heal our brokenness, so that we may put aside our anger and genuinely seek peace. 

Where we are at odds with those around us, give us grace to seek reconciliation. 

Merciful God, calm our fears; let trust in you blossom in us so that we may follow a peaceful path. 

We pray for the sick, the lost, and the lonely – may they be filled with your peace. 

Wise God, we pray for wisdom. 

Be our vision, our peace, our light, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



A prayer written in the first person:  

Loving God, I am afraid, and my fears eat me up. 

I read the papers, I watch the news, I hear the radio reports, and everywhere I see the world in torment. 

It makes me smaller, Lord. It makes me hug what I have to myself for fear it will all be taken away. 

I want to say ‘no’ to wars, but I respect our soldiers and all the great and good tell me that things are 

complicated……….. 

I want to say ‘no’ to violence, but who will protect me if I do? 

Lord, I long to follow your peaceful path but fear roots me to the spot. 

Help me. Help me. 

The world is so uncertain – my life is so uncertain. 

Give me the grace to give up needing certainties. 

I ask you in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Blessed Assurance’ written by Frances Jane van Alstyne [1820-1915] Singing the Faith 548 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine: O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God; born of his Spirit, washed in his blood: 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love: 

This is my story……………………… 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Saviour am happy and blest - 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love: 

This is my story……………  

 

Closing Prayers 

Lord, we pray that in all our preparations for the coming week and for the Christmas season, we may find 

time to spend time with you. 

Help us to be prayerful, watchful, and full of hope for your coming. 

 

So let us go into the week ahead in the light and peace of God. 

Let us walk in light and live in peace. 

May we be light in the world and wage peace! 

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 


