
Worship at Home – Sunday 22nd – Mothering Sunday 

Call to Worship: 

In our isolation we are joined by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  Bind us 

together with cords that can not be seen and yet will not be broken.  Let 

us unity, in separate place through our faith in the one God. 

Opening Prayer 

As I come before you Jesus, open my eyes that I might truly see you as 

my shepherd, comforter, and redeemer.  I want to be with others 

worshipping you but this is not possible, yet I know that I am being 

prayed for as part of the community of faith.  Thank you for this time 

where I remember you are with me.  Amen. 

You might like to read the words of our opening hymn: 

Hymn: Amazing Grace (Singing the Faith 440) 

1   Amazing grace -- how sweet the sound -- 

    that saved a wretch like me! 

    I once was lost, but now am found, 

    was blind, but now I see. 

 

2   God's grace has taught my heart to fear, 

    his grace my fears relieved; 

    how precious did that grace appear 

    the hour I first believed! 

 

3   Through many dangers, toils and snares 

    I have already come; 

    God's grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    and grace will lead me home. 

 

4   The Lord has promised good to me, 

    his word my hope secures; 

    he will my shield and portion be 

    as long as life endures. 

 

5   And, when this heart and flesh shall fail 

    and mortal life shall cease, 

    I shall possess within the veil 

    a life of joy and peace. 



 

6   When we've been there ten thousand years 

    bright shining as the sun, 

    we've no less days to sing God's praise 

    than when we first begun. 

John Newton (1725-1807) (alt.) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 

440 

Prayers: 

Let us pray together 

Lord, I worship you today. Help me to see your calling in my life. 

 

Open my eyes to what is possible when I see things through the eyes of 

your Son. 

 

Forgive what is passed, protect me from all that is to come: 

 
There will be visions and dreams. 
But we are stuck in our ways, and have stopped dreaming. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
  
The believers were together. 
But we are so divided. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
  
There were sounds of wind and sight of fire. 
But we expect nothing to change, nothing new to happen. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
  
They spoke with new freedom 
But we are so tongue-tied, too dumb to speak for you. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
  
Everyone heard the message. 
But we try to reach only the nearest few. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 



  
The Father will send another Helper. 
But we are so self-sufficient, relying on our own resources. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
  
The Helper will teach you everything. 
But we have stopped wanting to learn or grow. 
Forgive us Lord, 
Holy Spirit, come, bless us. 
Amen. 
 

Today’s Reading from the Psalms is:  Psalm 95 

95 Sing joyful songs to the LORD! 

    Praise the mighty rock [a] 

    where we are safe. 
2 Come to worship him 

with thankful hearts 

    and songs of praise. 

3 The LORD is the greatest God, 

    king over all other gods. 
4 He holds the deepest part 

    of the earth in his hands, 

    and the mountain peaks 

    belong to him. 
5 The ocean is the Lord’s 

    because he made it, 

    and with his own hands 

    he formed the dry land. 

6 Bow down and worship 

    the LORD our Creator! 
7 The LORD is our God, 

    and we are his people, 

    the sheep he takes care of 

    in his own pasture. 

Listen to God’s voice today! 
8 Don’t be stubborn and rebel 

    as your ancestors did 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+95&version=CEV#fen-CEV-13649a


    at Meribah and Massah[b] 

    out in the desert. 
9 For forty years 

they tested God 

    and saw 

    the things he did. 
10 Then God got tired of them 

    and said, 

“You never show good sense, 

    and you don’t understand 

    what I want you to do.” 
11 In his anger, God told them, 

    “You people will never enter 

    my place of rest.” 

 

A Short Thought: 

• Right now, I guess many of us are not feeling 100% safe. 

• We are confined to our houses and life is very uncertain. 

• But it is now that we need to take heart. 

• To praise together, though we are apart the Rock of our Salvation. 

• The King over all kings, over rulers and over virus’. 

• Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Let us bow down and worship the Creator, our helper and our 
guide. 

 

Our Reading from the Old Testament:  1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 

out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul 

hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, 

and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 

me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the Lord 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, 

‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and 
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come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice.  

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s 

anointed is now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not 

look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 

rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called 

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the 

Lord chosen this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his 

sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not 

chosen any of these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ 

And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 

sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not 

sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was 

ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 

came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 

and went to Ramah.   

 

Today’s Gospel Reading: John 9: 1-41 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 
no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, 
‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they 
kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, 
‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  



They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who 
is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So they said 
again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’  

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now 
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 
He will speak for himself.’ His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’  

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 
He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, 
saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, 
‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they 
drove him out.  

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I 



believe.’ And he worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for 
judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, 
your sin remains.  

Reflection: 

• Jesus gives sight to a man born blind. 

• He comes to ‘see’ Jesus for who he truly is. 

• But Jesus’ critics refuse to see as the man sees, and their attitudes 
reveal a more sinister kind of blindness. 

• At this present time what are we choosing to see? 

• The fear? 

• The Panic? 

• The crazy shopping habits of some? 

• Or God’s grace? 

• God working through communities, people going the extra mile for 
friends or strangers? 

• An opportunity to go deeper in to prayer life and with one another 
down our phone lines? 

• Let us in all this see Jesus and allow him to open our eyes to see 
him more clearly. 

Read and reflect on the words of this song: 
 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord By Michael W. Smith 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
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I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 

A time of prayer 

All seeing, all knowing God I call on you today. May your Spirit give your 
world a sense of calm and peace in these difficult times. 
 
On this Mothering Sunday, we pray for all Mums.  The good ones and 
the not so good.  We remember all those who would have liked to have 
children but for whatever reason could not.   
 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty: 
 
For those people who are worried about leaving their home and those 
who cannot. 
 
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other.   
 
We pray for carers, doctors and nurses. 
 
We continue to pray for those who will feel more isolated by not being 
able to attend and act of worship today. 
 
I especially want to pray for ….. 
 
Holy God,  
Present with us now, guide me in all I do and say – that it might reflect your 
love for the world. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen 



 
Today we pray for Seaton, the place where we live and in particular for 

(a) Seaton Hospital, School and Fire Station and all who work there in 

whatever capacity, (b) For Townsend Medical Practice, Seaton and 

Colyton Medical Centre, the many care homes, doctors nurses and care 

staff, (c) All of the churches in Seaton and the prayer groups and house 

groups, (d) All businesses in the town including the Gateway. [(a) (b) (c) 

and (d) one each week]. 

Lord God, we place our community into your hands. We pray for peace 

in its streets and in its homes. We pray for healing where there is pain 

and hurt. We pray for kindness between neighbours. We pray that every 

child, woman and man will feel loved and accepted. We pray that each 

one will know your great love for them and your saving grace. 

Open the hearts of this community to welcome Jesus as Lord and 

Saviour, that our lives may be refreshed and transformed.  

Today we place this community into your hands. Amen  

 

We are grateful for our brothers and sisters around the world who 

hold us in prayer as we hold them. 

We should not be afraid “For God has not given us a spirit of fear but of 

power and of love and of a sound mind”. 

God of all hope we call on you today. 

We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 

We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 

For all those people who are worried about attending or not attending 

worship. 

For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others. 

For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 

Grant us your wisdom. 



Holy God, we remember that you have promised that nothing will 

separate us from your love demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 

Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. Amen 

Prayer for a Pandemic: by Cameron Wiggins Bellm 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
 
May we who have the luxury of working from home  
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or 
making their rent. 
 
May we who have flexibility to care for our children when their schools 
close. 
Remember those that have no options. 
 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those who have no safe place to go. 
 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic 
market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
 
As fear grips our country 
Let us choose love during this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of 
God to our neighbour. 
Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father …… 

Read the words of the hymn:  Be thou my vision (StF: 545) 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 



be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord; 

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

be thou my whole armor, be thou my true might; 

be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower: 

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise: 

be thou mine inheritance now and always; 

be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun, 

O grant me its joys after victory is won; 

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Blessing: 

May we all see and know the love of God the Peace of Christ and the 

fire of the Spirit in our lives now and forever more. 

Amen. 


