
2023   8th  JANUARY   WORSHIP AT HOME 

MAY I WISH YOU A HAPPY AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 

Dear friends, 

Here we are at the beginning of another year – 2023!. How the days flash past! The past year has, for all of 

us, I suspect, had its highs and its lows - and no doubt the coming year will deal them out to us as well. 

Whatever happens we can be sure in the knowledge that Christ is always with us wherever we are and 

however we feel – he is our sure and certain hope. 

Today we follow the lectionary reading set for this year on the baptism of Christ. 

Every blessing, Margaret.  

Call to worship 

Come, happy or sad, and let us learn from Jesus. 

Come, even if you are not sure how you feel today for we can still learn from Jesus. 

So come, one and all, to meet with Jesus. 

 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for welcoming us no matter how we feel. 

Draw us together – draw us to you. 

Help us to forget about ourselves for a while and to focus on you. 

Fill us deeply with a desire to worship you, our living Lord. Amen. 

 

Father of all, who created the heavens and the earth, we thank you that we are beloved by you. 

Your Holy Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove.  

May your Spirit meet us where we are today – may your Spirit breathe new life into us today. 

May you hold us with your righteous right hand, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Almighty God, we come to make confession’ written by Christopher J. Ellis [b. 1949] 

Singing the faith 419. This hymn is sung to ‘Finlandia’ and the last two lines of each verse are repeated. 

1 Almighty God, we come to make confession, for we have sinned in thought and word and deed. 

We now repent in honesty and sorrow; forgive us, Lord, and meet us in our need. 

 2 Forgiving God, I come to make confession of all the harm and hurt that I have done; 

of bitter words and many selfish actions, forgive me, Lord, and make me like your Son. 

3 Forgiving God, I come to make confession of all that I have failed to do this day; 

of help withheld, concern and love restricted, forgive me, Lord, and lead me in your way. 

4 Redeeming God, we come to seek forgiveness, for Jesus Christ has died to set us free. 

Forgive the past and fill us with your Spirit that we may live to serve you joyfully. 

 

Prayer: 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, creator and redeemer - we worship you today. 

Beloved Jesus, who came and lived among us, who showed us how to live – we worship you today. 

Holy Spirit, giver, and sustainer of life, who guides us day by day in wisdom and truth – we worship you 

today. 

Lord Jesus, even though you did no wrong and did not need to be forgiven, you chose to be baptised – you 

chose to be like us. We have sung our confession and ask for forgiveness – help us to show humility and 

obedience as you did and help us to become more like you. 

 

Beloved Jesus, who loves us so much – we thank you that, by your blood, we are forgiven and restored to 

new life in you.  

 



Most merciful God, we than you for your beloved Son, Jesus, who moved into the neighbourhood and lived 

among us. We thank you that we too are your beloved. Thank you that you sent your Son to die and rise 

again, so that we might have life and true freedom in you. We thank you that we have been chosen by you, 

and that your love never ends, despite our failings and shortcomings. Thank you that you chose to come to 

earth and be flesh among us. 

We thank and praise our heavenly King. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Matthew 3: 13-17. The baptism of Jesus. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. But John tried to deter him, saying: ‘I 

need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ 

Jesus replied: ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then John 

consented. 

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened, and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said: ‘this is my 

Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ 

 

Comment: 

Throughout the Epiphany season we see how Jesus is revealed to the world – visited by the wise men from 

the East who represent all the nations of the world. Now we see at Jesus’ baptism how the Father gives his 

sign of approval and how the Spirit comes upon Jesus. Later during Epiphany we see how John the Baptist 

points Jesus out as the Chosen One of God, then how Jesus fulfils the promises of Isaiah, and then how the 

miracle of water the water made into wine reveals Jesus’ power and compassion. 

John’s message had four great themes – repentance, confession with baptism, judgement, and 

righteousness. Indeed, these themes have been the rallying calls of many a revival since – but we know 

that something more is needed. 

David Adam [erstwhile vicar of Lindisfarne, and prolific author] writes: “Matthew is a master of 

understatement when he simply says: ‘Jesus came from galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptised by 

him.’ After all that John had done, all his preaching, all his preparing the way, Jesus came. Without this, all 

religion is stern and forbidding, but when Jesus comes and is accepted in a church and in a life, everything 

changes. There is a new light and a new hope. When Jesus comes on the scene, whatever it is, is changed.” 

Sadly, there are many good people who are leading righteous and respectable lives who still live as if 

before the coming of Christ. Even some churches seem to live as if they belonged to the Old Testament 

rather than the New. They need to allow Jesus into their lives and experience the joy and freedom which 

he brings. Think of the harsh life which Saul led before his conversion on the road to Damascus, and the 

liberated life he led after it, as Paul the Apostle. 

Know that the Lord comes and he comes to you. Meet Jesus every day in your prayers and in your daily 

living. Welcome him into your life. 

The revelation of who Jesus is comes as he emerges from the water and the Spirit comes upon him as a 

sign that he is now ready for his mission. The voice of God is heard saying: ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.’ This tells us from whom Jesus comes, and whom he reveals to us. 

This is one of the very few passages in the Bible where Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are actually mentioned. 

 

 



 

Illustration  - by David Adam: 

What a difference Jesus makes. Miracle on the River Kwai’ written by Ernest Gordon tells the story of 

prisoners of war building a bridge. They were overworked, often starving, exhausted and ill. The need to 

survive made them put themselves first and fail to see each other’s needs. Then two men – Dusty and 

Dinty – began helping others. They put themselves out to care for and respect others. A new spirit began 

to spread through the camp until the place was transformed, as were its inhabitants. When questioned 

about their actions, Dusty read from 1 John 4:21: ‘The commandment we have from him is this: those who 

love God must love their brothers and sisters also.’ 

Dusty was a Methodist and Dinty a Roman Catholic, and both were full of the Presence. The lives of the 

men had been hell. Then ‘Jesus came’- and what a difference that made. 

 

Meditation of John the Baptist: 

I was speechless at first – my reaction a mixture of horror and disbelief, for how could I, John, possibly 

baptise God’s chosen one – the Lamb sent to redeem the world? 

It was preposterous, and I very nearly refused, desperate somehow to prevent him.  

Surely I should have been asking him. – for I was unworthy even to loose the thong of his sandals – 

unworthy to walk the same ground, let alone do more. 

But he insisted, refusing to take no for an answer, so eventually I relented and did what he asked. 

I’m still puzzled though, for I baptised as a sign of repentance, of turning from sin, and what had that to do 

with Jesus – what faults had he to confess? 

We were the ones who needed cleansing, a fresh start, changed lives – we who time and time again went 

astray. Yet here he was, entering the water, almost as though he could take our sin upon himself. 

Could it be? 

I know he came to bring forgiveness – but to identify with us, to carry our load, to stand before God in our 

place – surely not even he would do that! 

 

Prayer:  

Lord Jesus Christ, we marvel at your love and at the fact that you did not simply offer words of guidance, 

instructions as to how we should live, but instead identified yourself with us fully, sharing our human 

vulnerability and weakness - yet remaining without sin. 

And though you withstood temptation to the very end, you took upon yourself the punishment that is 

rightfully ours, cancelling out our sins upon the cross. 

Help us in response to that awesome commitment to show at least a little of the same in return, 

consecrating our lives to you in joyful service and reverent praise. Amen. 

 

Today we have seen God affirm Jesus in baptism. 

He wants everyone to know that this is his Son. 

We are not always good at seeing people’s true worth and praising them for it – neither is our society. 

In our prayers today, we remember those whom society does not affirm.  

Lord, help us to help them. 

We pray for the unemployed – for people who can’t remember when they last worked – for the many who 

have now lost the will to work. 

We pray for the homeless, that they might be kept safe, and receive help, support, and encouragement to 

begin happier and fulfilled lives. 

We pray for those asylum seekers who have escaped from violence, war, famine and drought that we may 

be tolerant when we don’t understand, or when we see them only as a drain on our resources. And where 



some may have come simply because they see our country as offering a better life economically , may we 

help them to start afresh in their own homes. 

We pray for those who use alcohol or drugs to fix their problems – or at least to disguise them, make them 

a little easier to bear. We pray for the people who set out to help them either informally like the street 

angels, or more formally in hostels or refuges. 

We pray for those who are sick, or housebound – those who are suffering in any way – and we pray for the 

people who wait with them, caring and loving. We pray for those who are bereaved and who ache with 

their loss. 

We pray for all the people we encounter in our daily lives, that we may see God in them, and act 

accordingly. 

Lord help us to help all who are in need. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘God of my faith’ written by Colin Ferguson [b.1937]  Singing the Faith 629. 

[Tune: Anima Christi – William Maher [1823 - 1877] 

1 God of my faith, I offer you my doubt, for life at times seems far too dark for me, 

and my belief becomes more insecure, when worldly cares produce uncertainty. 

 

2 God of my hope, I offer you my fear, when I am scared by my anxiety, 

when all I hear is suffering and woe, in all my shadows you will walk with me. 

 

3 God of my joy, I offer you my grief, when I sink down in sadness or despair, 

when in depression I cannot be touched, I pray in all my depths to find you there. 

 

4 God of my love, I offer you my pain, when I’m alone and feel nobody cares, 

in aching age or in rejected youth, you bear my cross and dry my human tears. 

 

5 God of my life, I offer you my dreams, light in the darkness where I hide from view, 

light in my faith, my hope, my joy, and love, light in my life and all my life in you. 

 

Close: God said: ‘This is my Son, whom I love – with him I am well pleased.’ 

     Lord, we are your people whom you love. 

    Send us out now, to live in a way that pleases you and reflects your glory all around. Amen 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us and 

with all whom we love and with all for whom we pray this day and for all eternity. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


