
2023 29TH JANUARY  WORSHIP AT HOME  EPIPHANY FOUR - THE MERCIFUL KINGDOM 

Dear friends,  

Another week on! This week we hear how Jesus draws huge crowds to listen to him. He declares God’s 

blessing with something of a reversal  of fortunes on those who are suffering – and also for those who are 

merciful, pure in heart, and are peacemakers. Time to explore opportunities for growth in life’s darker 

times. May you all keep well, every blessing, Margaret. 

Call for worship: 

Let us be encouraged in our walk with God. 

When we are faced with challenges – when the way before us is dark – when we are not sure what to do, 

let us be assured that God is ready to bless us, and to bring us through it all. 

So come now, to praise and to prayer. 

 

Lord, we come before you today knowing that you do not choose us because we are clever, or strong, or 

powerful. 

Rather, you call us to rely on your wisdom – to fight in your strength – and to boast that you are always 

there for us. 

Help us to walk humbly with you each step of the way before us. 

And in our worship today, give us fresh insight and renewed commitment for that journey of faith. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Source of all wisdom – source of all goodness – we come into your presence today to worship you. 

May we choose justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Colours of day’ written by Sue McClellan [b.1951], John Paculabo [b.1946] and Keith 

Ryecroft [b.1949]      Singing the Faith 167 

1 Colours of day dawn into the mind, the sun has come up, the night is behind. 

God down in the city, into the street, and let’s give the message to the people we meet. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

 

2 Go through the park on into the town; the sun still shines on; it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; the people of darkness are needing a friend. 

So light up the fire……………………………………. 

 

3 Open your eyes, look into the sky, the darkness has come, the sun came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears – but Jesus is living, his Spirit is near. 

So light up the fire……………………………………. 

 

Prayer: 

Creator God, source of all life and all wisdom - we adore you and boast in your love. 

Christ crucified, who walked humbly on this earth – we adore you and boast in your love. 

Holy Spirit who leads and guides our steps – we adore you and boast in your love. 

Father, son, and Holy Spirit – we adore you. Amen. 

 

Living Lord Jesus, 

When we choose to live arrogantly – let us choose to live meekly. 

When we choose to be strong – let us see strength in weakness and allow you to work in us. 



When we see only darkness – show us your light and give us hope. 

When we would go it alone and rise above others – let us choose unity. 

When we favour popularity and success – let us choose humility. 

When we aspire to power – let us choose servanthood and love. 

We are sorry when we choose the opposite of your desires for us. 

Forgive us and help us. 

May we always choose kindness, humility, justice, and love. 

May we always choose to be like you. Amen. 

 

God of justice and mercy, full of compassion, you have gracefully forgiven us, allowing us to start again. 

We are free through your cross – we are forgiven in you and have new life. Amen. 

 

God of peace, justice, mercy, and love – 

Thank you that in you we inherit the earth. 

Thank you that we are your children and that when we mourn, we are comforted – as we seek for 

righteousness, we are filled – that in you we receive your mercy. 

We thank you that we can see you through our changed hearts and that in your upside-down kingdom, we 

find rest, peace, comfort, and assurance of your presence. 

Thank you, Lord, that in life’s darker times, we are never alone for you are always by our side. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Matthew 5: 1-12 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 

and he began to teach them. He said: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

b3ecause of me.  

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

 

Comment:  

Although this is traditionally part of the Sermon on the Mount, it was not an address delivered on a single 

occasion – these are, rather, a collection of Jesus’ teachings which Matthew has gathered together for his 

readers. Just before this, Matthew had described how news of Jesus’ teaching had spread like wildfire 

through the country, drawing ‘great crowds’ – and he uses the same phrase to end this collection of 

teachings [Matthew 8:1]. 



For Matthew’s Jewish audience, the phrase ‘going up on a mountain’ would immediately call to mind 

Moses’ ascent of Mount Sinai. This is a deliberate parallel because both Moses and Jesus bring God’s 

message to the people – but whereas in the Old Testament God is ‘with ‘only his chosen messenger, in 

Matthew’s Gospel God is now ‘with us’ [that is, all of us] in Jesus. 

The beatitudes themselves can be divided into three sections. First there are the third person blessings 

[Blessed are they….] consisting of promises to the suffering. Secondly, more third person blessings, but 

now promising rewards to the virtuous – and thirdly, second person blessings [Blessed are you…….] with 

promises to Jesus’ followers. 

The Greek word Makarios is translated as ‘blesses’ and carries the sense of God’s favour towards the way 

of life described – so translations which use the word ‘happy’ don’t do full justice to the meaning of the 

text. 

For these blessings, Jesus makes a point of singling out the kinds of people who seem to have no reason for 

hope in this world, however slight their hope in God. The blessings promise reversal of fortune to those 

who are suffering – honour and reward for the virtuous and those who suffer for the sake of righteousness 

and of Jesus. At the same time, these blessings are couched in the present tense rather than pointing to 

the future. This re-emphasises Jesus’ earlier message that the kingdom of heaven has come close and is 

now present in Jesus. 

Matthew was writing for a Church suffering persecution, and his hearers would have welcomed such 

reassurance. 

 

Illustration of theme: [David Adam – Sermon Illustrations] 

It is amazing how many products offer us more happiness, when in fact they are only seeking to fulfil our 

consuming passion to have more. The notice of ‘happy Hour’ at some places is always amusing, for if that is 

the ‘happy hour’, what is the rest of the time? 

There are many stories of people who have sold their heart or their soul to make money. At first it is 

wonderful, for money can buy all sorts of things. But possessions alone cannot fill our inner emptiness – 

we also need love and to know we are of some value. There is nothing worse than the person who has 

made it in the eyes of the world but is poor in the sight of his neighbours or of God. There is a very telling 

story from Matthew 19: 16-22 – the rich young man sought eternal life [did he think he could buy it?] but 

he ’went away grieving, for he had many possessions’ and could not give them up. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, there are so many ways we can be blessed by you. 

Thank you for the hope you give us to carry on, even when times are hard. 

 

We pray for people in circumstances where hope is difficult – for people who are persecuted for their faith, 

by word or deed. 

We thank you that the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

 

We pray for those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit – for those who mourn the loss of a loved one. 

We thank you that you will bring comfort to them. 

 

We pray for those who work tirelessly for you wherever they are, that they will be blessed with your 

presence. 

 

We thank you that those who work for peace are your children. 

We thank you, Lord, that we are your children. Amen. 

 



Thank you, Lord, for all the blessings I receive from you. 

Forgive me for the times I let them slip by without even noticing. 

Help me to tune into your wonderful love and care, growing closer to you with every passing day. Amen. 

 

We thank you, Lord, that you bless us in so many ways. 

But we thank you too, that blessing doesn’t stop with receiving. 

Help us to appreciate, with no false modesty, how much we can be a blessing to others, in your name. 

Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Go forth and tell’ written by J. E. Seddon [1915-1983] Hymns and Psalms 770 

1 Go forth and tell! O church of God awake! 

God’s saving news to all the nations take. 

Proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord, and King, 

That all the world his worthy praise may sing. 

 

2 Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all; 

He will in grace respond to all who call. 

How shall they call if they have never heard? 

The gracious invitation of his word 

 

3 Go forth and tell! Some still in darkness lie: 

In wealth or want, in sin they live and die. 

Save us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind, 

A love like yours which cares for all mankind. 

 

4 Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 

Share God’s good gifts with people long denied. 

Live out your life as Christ, your Lord, shall choose, 

Your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Lord, we have been truly blessed today as we have met with you. 

Send us out into the days ahead in hope, anticipation, and excitement, 

ready to meet you and to share you with others in our daily lives. 

We go forth in your wonderful name. Amen. 

 

Created by God and saved by his Son, 

called by Christ and filled with his Spirit 

we come now to respond to his call to discipleship. 

We declare that we will follow him. Amen. 


