
2023 12TH FEBRUARY WORSHIP AT HOME THE EARLY DAYS 

Dear friends, 

Today we look at the first days of Jesus’ ministry and how he made sure that he could find quiet time to 

draw aside and to pray to his Father. We, too, need to find that quiet time during our busy lives to pray and 

to reflect. It is so easy to feel that we must keep going, but eventually we will reach the end of our tether – 

reach burn out – if we haven’t set aside time each day to be with God. 

I hope that you are keeping as well as is possible for you and that as the days slowly draw longer you can 

look forward to the Spring. Every blessing, Margaret 

Call to worship:  Lift your eyes to gaze on God. 

   Hear God’s word and receive his peace. 

   With all that you have been, all that you are, and all that you hope to be, 

   offer yourself now to God in worship and praise. 

Creator God, there are no limits to your wisdom, and human endeavours do not impress you. 

Before the world came into being you knew us as your children, despite our faults and weakness. 

So we come before you as we are, knowing that you take pleasure in those who fear and honour you. 

Meet us, and transform us into the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The words to ‘Beautiful Lord’ written by Darlene Zschech   Songs of Fellowship 1184 

Copyright 1997/Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing/Kingsway Music  

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour, 

I know for sure, all of my days are held in your hand, 

Crafted into your perfect plan. 

You gently call me into Your presence, 

Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit. 

Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 

 

I’m captured by Your holy calling – set me apart, 

I know You’re drawing me to yourself. 

Lead me, Lord, I pray. 

 

Take me, mould me, use me, fill me; 

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

 

Prayers including the Lord’s Prayer: 

Everlasting God, creator of heaven and earth, your love causes our hearts to spar. You know the number of 

the stars in the universe – just as you know the number of hairs on our head. 

Mighty God – we love you. 

You call each star by name – just as you call each of us by name. 

Mighty God – we love you. 

You supply the earth with rain to make the grass grow and provide food for the animals and birds – just as 

you provide all we need to sustain us. 

Mighty God – we love you. 

Mighty God, you care about the details, seeing every tiny part of the bigger picture.- just as you about the 

tiniest detail in our lives, for you know the person you created us to be. 

Mighty God – we love you. 

 



People. People. Everywhere! Day – day out. 

Seeking you, Lord. Hunting you. Following you. 

Hungry for your presence. Wanting your attention. 

Yet not once did you complain. 

We are sorry, Lord, that the weight of life’s demands causes us to stumble – to lose our temper – and at 

times to buckle under the pressure. Help us to be more like you, Lord. 

We are sorry for not getting our priorities right. Help us to know, as you did, the importance of spending 

time with and drawing refreshment from the Father. 

We are sorry for letting other people and things to take over and squeeze out our time with you. Help us to 

draw daily on your refreshing strength in order to cope with whatever our day holds. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Son of God loves us – and because of his love, healing us and setting us free from sin’s guilt and power, 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Mark 1: 29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 

Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. So he went to 

her, took her hand, and helped her up. The fever left her, and she began to wait on them. 

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and possessed. The whole town gathered 

at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases, but he would not let the demons speak 

because they knew who he was. 

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went to a solitary place, 

where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they 

exclaimed: ‘Everyone is looking for you!’ 

Jesus replied: ‘let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That is why I 

have come.’ So he travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 

 

Meditation of Simon Peter. [Nick Fawcett – A Most Amazing Man – year B] 

It wasn’t just us searching for him – it was everyone – or so it seemed at the time – a never-ending 

procession coming up with the same question: where’s he gone? 

And the truth is we had no more idea than the any of them, for Jesus had got up in the night and vanished. 

We found him later, out in the hills deep in contemplation, and we assumed he’d simply gone to spend 

some time with God, to pray and reflect on his calling. 

Looking back, though, I wonder if there was more to it than that – whether there was a lesson behind his 

disappearance – as important one for you and me as for any. 

You see, he knew the crowds would be clamouring after him, his name the talk of the town after the 

wonders he’d performed – so why not milk the applause and make the most of a receptive audience while 

he could? That’s what I would have done in his place. 

But not Jesus – quite the opposite. He wanted them to look for him – to seek until they found – and by that 

he meant not just finding him, but the truth of who he was and the meaning of his message, the reason 

why he had come. 



That is what he was after. Not admirers or thrill-seekers drawn by his signs and wonders, but people 

hungry to know more and truly ready to search. 

They had glimpsed a little but there was more to discover, more to be revealed – and the same is true for 

us. 

Seek, and you will find. 

 

Comment: 

Today we get a glimpse of how busy Jesus was. On the Sabbath – the day of rest – he went to the 

synagogue and taught with authority. He also healed a man of an unclean spirit. Then, at midday, he went 

home with Simon Peter and Andrew to their home where they found that Simon’s mother-in-law was ill 

and lying down with a burning fever. Jesus went to her and took her by the hand and raised her up. 

Peter’s mother-in-law immediately feels well again and sets to looking after the guests. 

From all of this we realise that Simon Peter is married – and also that Jesus often depended on the care of 

women such as Simon Peter’s relative. 

As it was the Sabbath, movement was restricted. However, once the sun had set a new day had begun. 

There were no clocks in those days and it was said to be evening and the start of a new day once three 

stars could be seen in the sky or the very last rays of sunlight had gone. The people waited patiently but 

were anxious not to miss Jesus. 

As soon as it was dark the streets were full of people coming to see Jesus, bringing the sick in body and 

mind with them. It must have looked as if the whole of Capernaum had come out. Jesus must have looked 

after people until well into the night and become exhausted. 

Like any sensible person, Jesus was well aware that he couldn’t go on expending his energies, pouring 

them out on other people, without himself being renewed and refreshed. So he got up  while it was still 

dark and went out to find a deserted place where he could pray. He knew that his ministry could only 

continue if he maintained a constant link with his Father. We often lack power and energy because we try 

to continue in our own strength. 

Jesus put himself out to get up extra early – then he sought a place where he could have a time of quiet, 

and there he prayed. 

If Jesus felt the need to do that, then that is what we need to do too – otherwise we will stumble along the 

way. 

When Jesus’ friends found him, wanting to take him back to the community who were asking for him, Jesus 

instead decided to move on. He had seen the look of liberation in the eyes of those he set free in freeing 

Capernaum, and now he wanted to spread the good news of God’s love far and wide. He set off to visit 

other villages and towns throughout Galilee – and his friends went with him. 

 

Illustration of theme – [based on a story by David Adam – Sermon Illustrations] 

It is not often you see one of these in church – a battery charger [though many churches do have a charger 

to keep the microphone working so that preachers and readers can be heard by all]. However, those are 

small chargers and not like the ones needed to keep an engine going. If there is no spark, there will be no 

electricity to fire the engine. Then you need the battery charger which will slowly revive the engine battery 

and give it new life. Then one can get going again. Also, of course, a car can’t run for long without being re-

fuelled. It needs to9 be regularly topped up with fuel – and the more miles you do, the more fuel you need. 

Many modern torches also have a battery and come with a charger so that the battery can produce a 

bright light. 

Sometimes people are a bit like a beautiful car with a full tank of petrol but a flat battery. They should be 

able to do all sorts of things but they are flat and dull or feeling run down. So many seem to lack a bright 

spark in their lives. When this is so, we need power from outside ourselves. We need to pray and to rest. 

Listen again to Isaiah 40: ‘Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.’ 



Prayer: 

Saviour Christ, what do we look for in you? We like to think that it’s truth, light, and life, but in reality our 

motives are less exalted – more about the secular than the sacred – about our ends rather than your will. 

Teach us to long to know you better – to seek your way -and to yearn for deeper faith and understanding, 

so that in searching we may truly find. Amen 

 

Lord of love, we lift up the world in our prayers and ask your blessing on all who are suffering today. 

Lift up those who are bowed down by debt and poverty – lift up those who are struggling under the weight 

of broken relationships. 

Lift up those who are bearing the burden of pain and illness – and lift up those whose hearts are heavy 

with grief. 

Lift us up, Lord, and use us in your service today and every day. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘We cannot measure how you heal’ written by John L Bell [b.1949] and Graham Maule 

[b.1958].   Singing the Faith 655  [Tune: ‘Ye banks and braes’] 

1 We cannot measure how you heal or answer every sufferer’s prayer, 

yet we believe your grace responds where faith and doubt unite to care. 

Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, survive to hold and heal and warn, 

to carry all through death to life and cradle children yet unborn. 

 

2 The pain that will not go away, the guilt that clings from things long past, 

the fear of what the future holds, are present as if meant to last. 

But present too is love which tends the hurt we never hoped to find, 

the private agonies inside, the memories that haunt the mind. 

 

3 So some have come who need your help and some have come to make amends 

as hands which shaped and saved the world are present in the touch of friends. 

Lord, let your Spirit meet us here to mend the body, mind, and soul, 

to disentangle peace from pain and make your broken people whole. 

 

Closing Prayers:  

Lord Jesus, go with us into the world this week. 

Help us to remain focused on you and to make your priorities our priorities in all the places you are sending 

us. Amen. 

 

Whatever we face, we do not face it alone. 

Wherever we go, we do not journey alone. 

However we suffer, we do not bear it alone. 

Whoever we are and wherever we go and however we journey, 

we go in peace, in hope, and in faith, 

for we go with Christ, who always goes with us. Amen. 

 


