
2023 5TH MARCH: WORSHIP AT HOME: LENT TWO 

Dear friends, 

Our passage today is from John’s gospel – and is only featured in that gospel. An intimate conversation 

between Jesus and Nicodemus which took place at night as that was the only time Nicodemus felt safe to 

visit Jesus. He was well-connected and feared repercussions so he wanted everything kept quiet. Yet it was 

Nicodemus who provided the oil for the anointing of Jesus’ body for burial, so he showed where his true 

feelings lay at that time. 

I hope that you are all well and looking forward to the Spring and the lighter evenings.  

Every blessing, Margaret. 

Call to worship: 

Lift up your eyes and seek God’s face. Let us worship our creator and redeemer. 

 

God loves us so much – his own Son was given for us in love. 

As we come now to our prayers and praise may we look with fresh eyes at the glorious truth of the good 

news – and may we be changed by it. 

 

We come to you, O God of new beginnings, maker of heaven and earth. 

You are more powerful than all the things we face – greater than hills or sky – creator of the blazing sun, 

and the moon which reflects its light. 

May we draw near to you and reflect your radiance today. Amen 

 

The words to ‘to God be the glory’ written by Frances Jane Alstyne [Fanny Crosby] [1820-1915] StF 94 

1 To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son; and give him the glory – great things he has done. 

 

2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God. 

And every offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Praise the Lord!.............. 

 

3 Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus his Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our rapture when Jesus we see 

Praise the Lord!................ 

 

Prayers including the Lord’s Prayer 

We, who are earth-born, approach the maker of heaven, with love in our hearts and hope in our minds. 

We who live on earth approach the God the breathes the creative wind across our world, and we praise 

the name of Yahweh, I am. 

We who live in a struggling community approach the God who is one in three and three in one in perfect 

harmony – and we adore him. Amen. 



God – forgive us when we have been muddle-headed and not paid attention to your words – forgive us 

when we miss the point and unintentionally place a veil over the light of your gospel – forgive us when we 

have not tried to understand your ways, but instead promoted our own agenda in your name – forgive us 

when we have created more stumbling blocks than stepping stones. 

Make us new again in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

God, you may call us to new lands – to new experiences on our journey. Thank you that you go before us – 

that you provide for us and that your love surrounds us. 

Wherever we go you are with us – and we honour you wherever we are. Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

John 3: 1-17: 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. He 

came to Jesus at night and said: ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no-

one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.’ 

Jesus replied: ‘Very truly I tell you, no-one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.’ 

‘How can someone be born when they are old!’ Nicodemus asked.  ‘Surely they cannot enter a second time 

into their mother’s womb to be born!’ 

Jesus answered: ‘Very truly I tell you, no-one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water 

and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at 

my saying that you must be born again. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 

cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.’ 

‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and do you not understand 

these things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but 

still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; 

how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one 

who came from heaven – the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him.’ 

 

Comment: 

Normally we see Jesus working in the daytime and with crowds of ordinary people around him. Here, 

though, we find a rich aristocrat coming to Jesus by night to speak with him face to face. 

Nicodemus was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the supreme court of the Jews which had religious 

jurisdiction over all the Jews in the world. There were only 70 members of the Sanhedrin so Nicodemus 

was an important man. One of the things which the Sanhedrin did was to examine anybody charged with 

being a false prophet – so it was extremely surprising that a member of that Council should risk coming to 

see Jesus He came at night – possibly because of caution, he probably was wary of being seen with Jesus – 

though it may have been jus that he wanted to see Jesus on his own, and also Rabbis felt that it was best to 

study at night when it was quiet. 

Perhaps, though, as David Adam wrote, night might be a symbol of his own darkness – of all his 

unanswered questions about his life and his relationship with God. He was obviously a believer and a law-



abiding person, but he may have felt that there had to be more to life. Nicodemus realised that he needed 

something else – he needed to move from belief to faith – from religion to the living God. 

Nicodemus was courteous and said how impressed he was by Jesus’ miracles but Jesus gently swept this 

aside and came to the need of Nicodemus himself. When Jesus spoke of the need to be born from above 

and Nicodemus was understandably curious as to how this was possible. He knew about being born of the 

Spirit, now he needed to believe it. If he could accept it in his heart the darkness in him would be dispersed 

with the light and love of God. 

It was to Nicodemus that Jesus said probably the most famous and loved words: ‘For God so loved the 

world………………… . We do not hear of Nicodemus again until after the crucifixion when Joseph of 

Arimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus, asked to be allowed to take Jesus’ body for burial. Nicodemus was 

also there and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about 100 ponds to anoint the body. Two 

members of the Sanhedrin showing their love and respect for Jesus. The gift was a costly one and one 

which shows us Nicodemus now in the daylight. 

 

Meditation of Nicodemus [Nick Fawcett – An Most Amazing Man – A.] 

He was right, wasn’t he! I, of all people, should have understood his words – me, a respected Pharisee, a 

teacher of Israel and an acknowledged expert in matters of faith. Yet, listening to Jesus I was like a child – 

struggling to make sense of what he said. 

‘How can this be?’ I asked. ‘What do you mean?’ 

And, believe me, I really wanted to know. 

I was risking everything, even talking to him – that’s why I went at night – for I was consorting with the 

enemy, with someone my colleagues deemed a sinner and blasphemer – but there was something about 

the man that held me spellbound, his life speaking uniquely of God and cutting through paraphernalia with 

which we had so earnestly surrounded him.  

I wasn’t just picking holes, arguing for the sake of debate. I was hungry to learn and understand. 

And for all that his words sometimes shocked me I couldn’t help feeling that Jesus had the answers I was 

looking for – the keys, if you like, to the kingdom. 

So I asked – I pondered – and I asked again, before returning home with my mind in a whirl, past 

certainties shaken and new ideas warring with the old. 

I’m still as confused as ever in some ways, for I can’t explain all that stuff about new beginnings and being 

born again – but I am certain of one thing: that what matters is responding to Jesus, not having all the 

answers; that if we give him both our faith and doubt we’ll receive back far more than we can ask or 

expect – life unlike anything we have known before! 

 

Prayers: 

Almighty God – make us hungry to know you better – to understand more of your purpose, more of your 

love in Christ, more of what you would have us do and be. 

Give us enquiring minds, eager to explore the mysteries of faith and to grow in understanding. 

But help us also to recognise the limitations of our knowledge and the fact that some things are, and 

always will be, beyond us. Grant us then the humility to live with questions, trusting in what we know and 

leaving the rest with you. Amen. 

 

Lord, we pray for those at turning points in their lives and ask that they may know your direction as they 

set out on new paths. 

 

We pray for those who are ill at home or in hospital. And we pray also for those whose relationships are at 

breaking point. May they know your healing as they pass through pain, physical or mental. 

 



We pray for those who have lost their jobs and for all who feel that they have no future. May they know 

your hope as they travel through darkness. 

 

We pray for those who are terminally ill and ask that they may know your peace as they tread their final 

steps. 

 

We pray for our church and for all who are worshipping around the world today. May we all know your 

presence as we journey through Lent. 

 

We pray for one another and all on our hearts. May we know your love every step and every day. Amen. 

 

The words to ‘Father, I place into your hands’ written by Jenny Hewer [b.1945]  Singing the Faith 519 

1 Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do. 

Father, I place into your hands the times that I’ve been through. 

Father, I place into your hands the way that I should go, 

for I know I always can trust you. 

 

2 Father, I place into your hands my friends and family. 

Father, I place into your hands the things that trouble me. 

Father, I place into your hands the person I would be, 

for I know I always can trust you. 

 

3 Father, we love to see your face, we love to hear your voice. 

Father, we love to sing your praise and in your name rejoice. 

Father, we love to walk with you, and in your presence rest, 

for we know we always can trust you. 

 

4 Father, I want to be with you and do the things you do. 

Father, I want to speak the words that you are speaking too. 

Father, I want to love the ones that you will draw to you, 

for I know that I am one with you. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

God sent his Son, that the world might be saved through him. 

As we go out into the world, may we hold that truth in our hearts. 

As we live our lives in the world, may we reflect this truth day by day. 

As we hold each other in prayer, may we know that truth in our lives. 

 

And may the blessing of God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – be with us and all whom we love and all for 

whom we pray, this day and for all eternity. Amen.  


