
Worship at home – 27th September 

Key Scriptures: Philippians 2:1-13 
 

Key Themes:  
Living right with God means making many – often great – changes in our lives in 
order to adopt God’s values.  
 
Call to Worship: 
The psalmist wrote: “Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  Lead 
me in your truth and teach me.” Let us also seek the way and the truth of God.  Into 
the mix of humanity, with friends and neighbours, visitors and stranger, Some people 
gather again physically today while we still remember and hold those who do not. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn: May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 

 
May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and pow’r controlling 
All I do and say. 

May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph 
Only through His pow’r. 

May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 
Sick and sorrowing. 

May the love of Jesus fill me 
As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self-abasing, 
This is victory. 

May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward go. 

May His beauty rest upon me, 
As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, 
Seeing only Him. 



 

 
Prayers: 
Generous, hospitable God, who turns no one away, welcome each one of us now, 
whether we are gathered in church or at home.  In this time of worship and gathering 
embrace us all with your very Being. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
We sometimes think that the more we have the happier we will be.  “If only” then all 
will be well. 
We sometimes turn the other way, closing our eyes and ears, ignoring what we see, 
choosing to neglect those asking for help. 
Sometimes we refuse a helping hand to those in need – we want to do “our thing” 
instead. 
We do not want to confess these things but, Lord God, in this moment, in this place, 
in this space, give us the desire to confess our failings and our sins, renew us from 
within and set us free from all that shackles us.  Set us free to be the human beings 
you would have us be. 
 
Amen. 

Psalm 25:1-9 - A Prayer for Guidance and Protection 

25 To you, O LORD, I offer my prayer; 
2     in you, my God, I trust. 
Save me from the shame of defeat; 
    don't let my enemies gloat over me! 
3 Defeat does not come to those who trust in you, 
    but to those who are quick to rebel against you. 

4 Teach me your ways, O LORD; 
    make them known to me. 
5 Teach me to live according to your truth, 
    for you are my God, who saves me. 
    I always trust in you. 

6 Remember, O LORD, your kindness and constant love 
    which you have shown from long ago. 
7 Forgive the sins and errors of my youth. 
In your constant love and goodness, 
    remember me, LORD! 

8 Because the LORD is righteous and good, 
    he teaches sinners the path they should follow. 
9 He leads the humble in the right way 
    and teaches them his will. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Reflection: 
 

• Today the 27th September 2020, some people return to church for the first 
time in nearly 7 months. 

• Some still remain isolated or shielding. 

• The future is still very much unknown 

• Yet, In Psalm 25, David asks for divine protection, guidance, and forgiveness 
while affirming his loyalty to and trust in the Lord. 

• Because of God’s goodness to Israel in the past, David appeals to the Lord 
for wisdom as well as forgiveness. 

• While it seems like life is spinning rapidly out of control, remember that God is 
still in charge.  

• COVID-19 didn’t catch Him off guard.  

• Nothing surprises our all-sovereign, all-knowing, all-loving God.  

• Nothing.  

• And you and I aren’t helpless either.  

• One, we know God is on our side.  

• He is with us.  

• As believers, He has not forgotten nor forsaken us.  

• Secondly, there are things we can do individually, corporately, as a 
community, as a nation, and as a planet.  

• We are NOT powerless.  

• We can be part of solving this crisis by doing some simple things and some 
that may demand a little more effort. 

• Like sticking to the rules of social distancing and hand washing 

• And of course, and most importantly of all in our prayer life. 

• Let’s pray for change, pray for a vaccine and pray for hope for our 
communities, country and our world. 

 
Reading: Philippians 2:1-12 –  

Christ's Humility and Greatness 

2 Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. You have 
fellowship with the Spirit,[a] and you have kindness and compassion for one 
another. 2 I urge you, then, to make me completely happy by having the same 
thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in soul and mind. 3 Don't do anything 
from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble toward one 
another, always considering others better than yourselves. 4 And look out for one 
another's interests, not just for your own. 5 The attitude you should have is the one 
that Christ Jesus had: 

6 He always had the nature of God, 
    but he did not think that by force he should try to remain[b] equal with God. 
7 Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, 
    and took the nature of a servant. 
He became like a human being 
    and appeared in human likeness. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-12+&version=GNT#fen-GNT-32418a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-12+&version=GNT#fen-GNT-32423b


8 He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death— 
    his death on the cross. 
9 For this reason God raised him to the highest place above 
    and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 
10 And so, in honour of the name of Jesus 
    all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below[c] 
    will fall on their knees, 
11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Reflection: 

• I don’t know if you remember but in the 1990’s a craze swept across Christian 
circles. 

• Almost everyone I know had one; including myself, you may have had one 
too. 

• It was a wrist band displaying the letters WWJD. 

• In case you missed out or you just can’t recall them the letter stood for: 

• What Would Jesus Do. 

• And the idea was that if you found yourself in a difficult situation it would 
remind you to ask yourself the question before you reacted. 

• I remember having one and sometimes I would ask myself the question but 
most times I forgot. 

• Today’s reading is wanting us to ask a similar question. 

• It wants us to put ourselves in the place of Christ. 

• To show kindness and compassion. 

• To share love, to not be selfish, to be humble 

• And to have attitude much like Christ himself. 

• Paul explains that living faith like this means being willing to be completely 
humiliated, stripping off your former identity and being cast down to the lowest 
social class, just as Jesus was. 

• In the Roman world, status was everything, but Paul says that it counts for 
nothing with God. 

• Covid -19 has changed a lot of things for a lot of people. 

• But what would Jesus do in the hight of a pandemic? 

• Can we learn from his example to put others before ourselves. 

• To have hope in the mist of darkness. 

• To show love and allow others to show love to us in new and special ways. 

• To prioritise in ways we might not have done before. 

• The chosen hymn today was “May the mind of Christ my saviour.” 

• May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and pow’r controlling 
All I do and say. 

• As we go through the weeks and months of uncertainty to come let us be 
mindful of the mind of Christ and in all we do ask the question: 

• What Would Jesus Do? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-12+&version=GNT#fen-GNT-32427c


 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 
So often we want to pray for others. But sometimes, God, we don’t know how.  We 
Can’t remember names or numbers, other issues weigh heavily on our heart.  Thank 
goodness, God, that you know what we mean when pray. 
 
So, we bring in this moment those names and faces, images and desires for others 
that pop in and out of our minds throughout the day: 
 
The old lady at the bus stop who needed a hand up the step. 
The young mum at the checkout trying to contain her four kids. 
The chap up the road who’s lost his dog and is calling for him. 
The teacher struggling to understand the needs of those in their class, particularly in 
the light of all the new rules and regulations.  
The doctors who want to give us more time but who simply can’t. 
All those that work in the NHS particularly at the moment. 
The young families who can’t make ends meet. 
Those without work, who have lost jobs through the pandemic. 
Those helping people to find work, knowing it is an uphill struggle. 
Those with mental health issues and those seeking to help. 
Those who are ill.  
Those who are afraid, and ashamed to seek help 
Those who are ignored and can’t help. 
 
So, God, for all these people and countless others, we offer our prayers.  We know 
you do not need reminding, but you do need willing workers – even us – to help them 
know your love and have their needs met.  Hear our ramblings O God. 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick, lonely or in need of our prayers at this 
time, we think particularly of: 
Paul Davies – Seaton 
Pam Lucas – Seaton 
Brain Margetts – Dalwood 
Mary Long - Axminister 
Mary Berry – Dalwood. 
Audrey Hicks – Axminster 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn:  Will You Come And Follow Me 
 
Will You Come And Follow Me 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Let My Love Be Shown, 
Will You Let My Name Be Known, 
Will You Let My Life Be Grown 
In You And You In Me? 



Will You Leave Yourself Behind 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Care For Cruel And Kind 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Risk The Hostile Stare 
Should Your Life Attract Or Scare? 
Will You Let Me Answer Prayer 
In You And You In Me? 

Will You Let The Blinded See 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Set The Prisoners Free 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Kiss The Leper Clean, 
And Do Such As This Unseen, 
And Admit To What I Mean 
In You And You In Me? 

Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Quell The Fear Inside 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found 
To Reshape The World Around, 
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound 
In You And You In Me? 

Lord, Your Summons Echoes True 
When You But Call My Name. 
Let Me Turn And Follow You 
And Never Be The Same. 
In Your Company I’ll Go 
Where Your Love And Footsteps Show. 
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow 
In You And You In Me. 
 
Graham Maule, John L. Bell.  Words: 1987 Wgrg, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland, G2 3dh.   CCL! Song No: 4983527 

John Bell 

 
Blessing: 
Into a world of noise and confusion; into a world that bewilders and even bemuses 
us at times; into a world of delight and regret; 
Into a world of hope and fear; into a world that is ever changing, we go with the 
message of an unchanging God who gave his all that we might live life to the best of 
our ability.  God of all, go with us and within us, this and every day.      
 
Amen 
 


